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Divinc 1 reatiſes: 
- 1 1% —_— 
I. An Exhortation agaiaſt the Fears or 
DRAT M. — 

1. A Brief Declaration of the Reſurre- by 


ction of che DEAD: With ſuitable Media 
tions and Prayers, touching ] IFE and DEATH 


To which 1 added, 


A DISCOURSE | 
| E.* 7 3 
The Four Laſt Things: 


13 

I. Death, which is moſt certain; 

IT. Judgment, which is moſt ſtrict; 

III. Hell, which is moſt diſmal; 

IV. Heaven, which is moſt delightſul. 

W ; 

laſtruct ons both ro YouNG ard OLD, rofl 

Prepare themſelves for their Larter End: An 

ſome Neceſſary Directions to Dic Well, in order 

to avoid Hell, ard obtain Heaven. | 


| By the late Reverend Divine My. John Gibbs, 
= | =_ — — 
Nenm nded as proper to be given at Funerals. 


The Tard Edition. 
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O NDON: Frinted by W. Onley, for J. BLAU at 
the Loobing-glaſe on Landes Hpidge 1704. of 
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gainſt the 


Fears of - Death. 


Prov. 14. 32. 
ee Righteous hath Hope i in his Death. 


moſt Epidemical Diſeaſes among 
the Sons of Men; and is indeed 


Natures. that we would not exchange the 
moſt miſerable Life for it. Why is it elſe 
that thoſe whoſe Lives are nothing elſe but 
one continu'd Scene of Miſery,are yet afraid 
of Death? And yet unto the Righteous 
Death is the End of Fear, and the Begin- 
ding of Felicity ; and therefore it is that 
the Righteous hath Hope in his Death. 
And yet this Hope, even of the Righte- 


ous, is mingled with Fear, when they be- 


gin to draw near unto this King of Ter- 
rors; r that St/ Pauli thimſelf wou'd 


piscougsg 


He Fear of Death is one of tlie | 


ſo mach the Averſation of our 


A 3 have 
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ll have — glad to have leap'd over the 
4 Grave, and ſo eſcap'd the Black Valley of 
{| the Stiaow. of Death; for ſo he tells us 
in 2 Cos. wherein after he had told 


ee that he knew when the earthly 


oeh Tabernacle was diſſolved, he ſhould 
othbe left deſtitute, becauſe he had « Build- 
God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 
al in the Havens: For this cauſe, (ſays 


, in Verſe 2.) we groan earneſty, deſiring 


0 be cleathed apn with our Houſe which 5 
om Heaven: As if he ſhould ſay, I long 
do be on the other ſide of the Grave: But 
is it Death that .- s ſo much in love with? 
O no, ſays he; Not that I would be unc loatb- 
ed, hut cloathed 3 that Mortality might 
be ſwallowed wp of Life: That is, Not that 
| deſire to be in a ſtate of Death, but ra- 
—4 to paſs from this Life to Immortali- 

And this was it, that upon the near 
33 of Death, made even our bleſ- 


ſed Lord himſelf pray with ſo much earn- 


eſtneſs, Father, if it be poſſcble, let this Cup 


paß from me: For our bleſſed Lord was as 


truly Man as he was God, and conſiſted of 
an humane Soul and Bod: y, as we do, tho" 
without Sin; and thus Separation of the 
humane Soul from the Body, which cauſes 
the Death of the Body, is that Which 
lune mane Nature (abſtracted from the Cor- 

ruption 
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ruption of it) has an Averſation to. 80 
that as we are Men, we can ſee nothing 
defirable in Death; "for every Greature 
ſeeks the Preſervation of its own Being, 
which Death deſtroys, or is atleaſt a Pris 
vation of. It is from a higher Principle 
than Nature, that we come to look upon 
Death without Reluctance: The Grave in 
it ſelf is bat a gloomy Proſpect, and the 
Worms are a ſort of Companions that we 
can take but little delight in. | 
But yet as dark as the Grave ſeems to 
be, and as loathſom as the Companions 
are, we meet with there, yet all this hin- 
ders not, but the Righteous has Hope in his 
Death; aud looking through all the gloo- 
my Horrors of the Grave, can ſee Life 
and Immortality beyond it; and in that 
bleſſed Proſpect can triumph over Death, 
and exult with the holy Apoſtle in that 
Epiphonima of his, O Death, where is thy 
Sting! O Grave, where is thy Viftory f 
But it may be objected, If the Righte- 
g ous has Hope in his Death, how comes it 
to pals, that Death is more the Object of 
our Fear, than of our Hope? And that 
this is not only the Caſe of Wicked Men; 
who have reaſon enough to fear Death, as 
being to.them an Inlet to Eternal Miſery 
a the Beginning of their Sorrows; * 


A 4 even 


1 Diſtour/e. againit. 


Wl even the Righteous themſelves, through 
the fear of Death, are all their Lifetime 
ſubject to Bondage. 

To this anſwer, Firſt, This is not uni- 
Fverfally e fo; it was one of the 8 of 
Ethe Death our bleſſed Lord, to deliver 
thoſe whe throug“ fear of Death were all 
eir Lee-time ſubject to Bondage: That 
0 to deliver thoſe from their Fears of 
Death, L b. ch were all their Life-time kept 
i In Bond- ge by it. And therefore if they. 
bad nat wen delivered from their Fears of 
Death, Chriut Lad {2 far dy'd in vain; 
which muſt by no means be g: anted: And 
it is ident, that many f the Saints and 
Martyrs have dy'd wiumphing over Death, 
in hope of the Slo to come. | 

Bur, ſecondly, Where the Fear of Death 
does prevail pon a'Crild/of God, it is 
for want of he Exerciſe of Faith; which 
makes him look upon Death through the 
& wrong End of the Proſpectixe glaſs ; and 
ſo gives him fal ſe Notions of it; ſo that 


inſtead of looking upon it as a conquer'd 
Enemy, he views it as the King of Ter- 
rors: and ſo makes. that appear for mi- 
dable, which has indeed unto the Saints no 
Terror in it > nay which is a part cf his 
Treaſure :. for ſo the Apoſtle makes it, 
\ 1 Cor. 3. 22. where, giving the Corinthians 
5 \ TA : an 


1 


the. Fears of Death. _ . 


an Inventory of their Riches, he tells them, 
All Things ars yours,” whether Lift or Death, 
or Things preſent, or Things ta come; all are 
Yoars, ; ( 1 _ 

Now to let ſach as ſtill labour under the 
Fear of Death, ſee that they have no Rea 
Z ſon for thoſe Fears, but that they onglt 
rather to look upon Death as a Friend than 
a Foe, ſhall be the Deſign of the following 
S Diſcourſe ; Wherein I will lay down ſeven 
ral Reaſons wherewith we may arm our 
ſelves againft the Fear of Death, and ſhew 
how the Righteous may come to haye Hope 
therein, 


Ow, that we may the better arm'our 
ſelves againſt the Fears of Death, 
we ought to conſider, that there is a tWo- 
fold Death; Temporal and Eternal; a 
Death of the Soul, and a Death of the Bo- 
dy: The Death of the Soul (which alſo is 
eternal Death) is that which every one 
ought to fear, ſo as to cndeavour to avoid: 
For it is the Loſs of the Soul, a Loſs ſo 
great, that if a Man could have the whole 
World given him in compenſation for it, 
he wou'd be inrgitely a loſer : For ſo our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf declares, Alatth. 16. 
26, But this is a Loſs that only. befalls 
thoſe who by their wicked and impenitent 
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Ives do treaſure up Wrath againſt the 


Day of Wrath, and the Revelation of 


God's righteous Judgments ; and which 
thoſe have no reaſon to fear, who by a pa- 
tient Continuance in Well-doing,do there- 
by become Candidates of Eternal Life. It 


is the fear of the Death of the Body there- 


fore, that we will level our Diſcourſe a- 


painſt; a Death which muſt paſs upon all, 7 
and which there is no avoiding ; for it « Þ| 


appointed unto Men once to die: Upon which 
account holy Job tells God, I know that thou 
wilt bring me to Death, and to the Flouſe ap- 
pointed for all the Living, Job 30. 23. Tho 


Job was a Perſon fo remarkable for his In- 


tegrity ard Uprightneſs, that he became 
even the Boaſt of Heaven, yet he could 
not eſcape the common Lot of Mankind, 
Death. - But having thus ſhew'd you what 


kind of Death it is, we ſhould not be afraid | 


of, [| ſhall now procced to ſhew the Rea» 


tons why. | 


And the rſt Reaſon is, Becauſe Death to 
a god Man has no Evil in it: All Fear pre- 
luppoſeth Evil and Danger; we do not 
fear that which is good, but long after, 
d.fne zud pyrſte it, and hen it offers it 
lehr, q feceſve it joytully ; but an Evil xe 
a prehend, and fear. yea, we fly from it; 
and-when it hippens to us, we complain 
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the Fears of Death. S 7 


thereof. If then it appears by good and 
evident Proofs, that the Faithful Man 1s 
not in danger of this ſecond Death, and - 


that now there is no Evil in the firſt, may 
we not then conclude, that if we fear it, 


it is fooliſh and without occaſion? And 
ſurely if we had Judgment, and never ſo 
little Faith, it were ſufficient preſently ta 


take away the fear of it from us. 


For Fir, The proper Nature of Faith 198 
to animate and quicken our Hearts, fo ſoon 
as it is received in us. The Ju (faith the 
Prophet) ſhall live by Faith, Now as the Bo- 


dy, whilſt the Soul is in it, liveth, anc 


dieth not, until ſuch time as it be ſeparated 
from it; no more doth the faithful Man, 
perfevering in the Grace of God: Al- 
though, (faith David) I ſhould walk in te 
midi of the ſhadow of Death, I will not fear , 


for Thou art with me, O Lord! What was the 


Cauſe of his Aſſurance? was it not Faith? 
Armed wherewith, we ought no more to 
fear Death, than we do Sickneis when we 
are in perfect Health, or Poverty, when 


we have plenty and abundance of all good 


Things. 

Seconaly, By Faith we have remiſſion, 
and an abolition of all the Faults which we 
have done; Why do we then fear Death ? 
There is no Death where there is no Sin; 


by 
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„ came into the: World , faith 
St, I aral ellewhere, The Reward of Sin 
# [Dc in cauſeth God to be angry with 
us. ae the Wages t! hcreot is Death. Now 


8 of bring forth according to their 
Sort a Quality; the Wheat bringeth 
gornh Whicat, and the Rye, Rye; 'and we 
Mu not hope for any Fruit, if there be 


rcd betor e-hand. 


Ibis being true, and witneſſed nnd 


and places of the Scr ipture, that unto a 
Cbriſtian al his Sins are acquitted, by the 


Srace and Mercy of God, that they are 
forgotten, that they are not imputed, and 


that they are remitted and pardoned, and 


N. 


are caſt as far from us, as the Eaſt from the 
Weſt; provided that there be no more 
Seed thereof, we need not look for any 
} Fruit : That i is to ſay, if there be no more 
Sin, there is no more Anger of God, nor 
Evil in Death, and by rn there 
cught to be no more Fear. 

Thirdly, By Faith we have the Word 
and the Promiſes of God, whereupon it 
is grounded: Among others this, Whoſe. 
belzeveth ſhall not die, but is paſſeth from Death 
to Life, Now this Promiſe can'no more fail 
than he that gave it us: It is Eternal; 
1+ and all that God faith, is as ſure and per- 
Manent as Heaven and Earth: For this 
cauſe 


"the. 


th &® cauſe when we look into them, we ought 


in in them to confider the Vertue, and Pow- 
ti er of the Word that made them, by 
WW EE which all things were once created, and 


ever ſince preſerved and maintained in that 
® eſtate wherein we now ſee them; and to 
T infer thereupon, that being of the ſame 
power and efficacy in all other things, no- 
T thing is impoſlible nor uncertain of all that 
which God doth ſay and promiſe unto us, 
And therefare, as St. James ſaith, Receiving 
& his Holy Hora by Faith in our Hearts, and the 
| Promiſes which he bath made 1, to five us eter- 
ternal Life, we ought to aſſure our ſelves of it, 
and take away all fear and apprehenſion of 
| Death, What was the cauſe of the tuin of 
jus and our Fore-fathers? Was it not he- 
S cauſe they did decline from the Word of 
God, to follow their own Fancies and the 
Counſel of Satan? If then on the contrary 
we will cleave to it, without leaning els: 
ther to the right hand or the left, we 
en live by it, and in it. Hear ken umb pit, 
ſaith- Cod, (ſpeakmg by T/aiah ) and your 
h live. And Zachary in his Song, 
s bath given #1 4 Kuowledge of Salvation, 


fail And St. Peter, ſpeaking to Jeſus Chrift,” 
nal: bon halt the Words of eternal Life. If God. 
per- Itbe Prophets and Apoſtles do 'affure us, 
this 


hat the Word of God received by a true | 
a Faith 


— 12A Diſcourſe: again#t 


Faith in our Hearts, doth there quicken us, 


| 


if we keep and retain it; What occaſion 
have we then to fear Death? 


ſed and ſpoiled Satan, the Prince and Lord 


' of Death? Hath not he accompliſhed the 
Law; and by his perfect Obedience to | 
i: God his Father, appeaſed his Anger, ſa- 
tisfied his Will, and aboliſhed the Male- 
dition of the Law, which is nothing elſe 

but Death? Did not he take away the I. 
Power of Death by dying, when he roſes 
again? Hath not he broken and diſſipated MW; 
all the Tormen ts, and plucked down thei 
Gates of Hell, and triumphed over all its 


Moreover, by Faith, we dwell in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and have him dwelling in us, | 
who having Life in himſelf as well as his 
Father, doth quicken us, and all thoſe! 
unto whom he doth communicate himſelf: , 
Wherefore then being his Members, Fleſh 7 
of his Fleſh, and Bone of his Bones; in 
brief, being one with him, ſhall we fear 
Death? Hath not he Power over it, and 
not only for Himſelf, but alſo for us? He 3 
(faith St. Cyprian) who hath once overcome 
Death for #6, will always overcome it in u. 


Hath not he beat down, diſpoſſeſſed, cha- 


IM Power? Say not henceforth, faith St. Paul, 
WW Who fhall go up intn heaven, or who ſhall de- 
ſcend into the depths, for to br ing Life wnto us. 
For 
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en us, 
aſion 
; 


n le- 
in us, 


& 


as bis 
thoſe 
nſelt: 


s; in 


e fear 


t. and 
I He 
ercomt 
in #6. 


„cha- 


[ Lord 


ed the® 
nNce to 


er, ſa- 


Male- 7 


ng elſe 
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he roſe 
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| Death ; 


From giving us Eternal Life. 


1 Jeſus Chrift is dead, to deliver us 1 from 


and riſen again to reſtore us to Life: 
He is our Paſtor; and for this reaſon we ought 


not to fear, that any Creature ſhould ſnatch us 


6 violence out of his Hands, or can hinder him 
He is our Advo- 
cate, we ought not then to fear to be overthrown 


in Judgment; nor that we ſhould be condem- 


Fleſh A 


ned to Death: He is our Mediator, we need 
not to fear the W rathof God; He is our Light, 
we need not fear Dar ne f; He is our Shadow 
and our Cloud, we onght not hen to fear the heat 


of Fire E no more than did the Children 
f of Iſrael rhe beat of the San in the Wildernefi 


being hidden under the Pillar. Let us then for 
theſe Reaſons forſake and caſt bthind us all 
Fear of Death; which having had no Power 
nor Advantage over the Head, (hall have no 
Power over his Members, 

Again, By Faith we have not only Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with the Son, but 


with the Father alſo, for ſo our bleſſed 


Lord himſelf aſſures us. ſaying, He that lo- 
vers me will keep my Word, and I and my Fa- 
her will come and dell in him. For this 
Reaſon we are alſo caed his Temples; 


r all its 1 Fbecauſe we are conſecrated and dedicated 


4 Paul, 
ſhall de- 
% u, 


For 


gunto him by his Holy Spirit, that be ſhould 
dwell in us. Now, feeling God is with us, 
we have the Original, the Fountain, the: 
Cauſe 
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mr Cauſe, the Beginning, and the Author of 
Lite; we have the great Jehovah, of whom : 
an things depend, by whom all things are, i. 
and moye, in whom the Angels, Archan- 
gels, Priccipalities, the Heavens, and all the 
WW Elements conſiſt, we have him from whom 
au Creatures, viſible and inviſible, take their 
Life, and their Being, by the Participation 
which they have with him: We have him 
who is the moſt perfect, and moſt ſoveraign 
Workman of all things, who by his Breath 
doth quicken, and make them to live, | 
and by bis infinite Power doth preſerve 
them: We have, to make ſhort, Him wha 

only gan ſatisfie, and by his Preſence give us 
Life; and ſhall we then fear Death in ſuch MK, 
Company? If, as St. Auguſtine ſaith,, God ed 
is the Soul of our Soul, we cannot die but 
by being ſeparated from him; the which | 
David doth confirm in one of his Pſalms, WF: * 
ſaying, Thoſe ſhalt periſh, O Lord, who do de- 
pert and go from tbee; which being conſi- 
dered,. let us ſtrive only to keep him with WM. © 
us by Faith and Obedience; and then we WM.” 
need not ſtand in fear of Death. 1 
Again, By Faith we have the Spirit of 
God: Jon are not Carnal, ſaith St. Paul, 
WW (writing to the Romans) but are Spiritual ; | 
= for who bath not the Spirit of God, is none of his. . 
And elſe- where ſpeaking to the Galathigns, N 
i Have 


ö 
ö 
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| ay 1 ave you not the Spirit of God by Faith ? Now ] §C 
are. Wis Spirit is the Spirit of Life; if God 
han. Mithdraws it from his Creatures they die, 
Uthe Ney periſh, and come ſuddenly to nought: 
hom n the contrary, when he ple ſeth to pour 


their F vpon them, he reſtoreth them in an in- 


Want; even as we ſee a Hen brooding of 


ahm er Eggs, by a ſecret Vertue doth diſcloſe: 
raign | d bring them to Life, albeit that before 
ceath Ne were without ſence or feeling. Exen 
live, © {oth the Spirit of 504, al Creatures, by 
ſerve i Divine Power : He giveth teſtimony, 


who nd aſſures our Hearts, that we are the 
ive us ildrentof God, to the end that from him, 


ſuch from our Father, by a certain and aſſu- 
God Ned Hope we ſnould wait and look for Life: 
e but eis 2 Pledge unto us for fear leſt we 
vhich 991d doubt. Having therefore ſuch ag 
falms, erneſt of Life, and raving Teltimony from 
do de- im, Which being the Spirit of Truth can- 
-onfi. ot lie, and having him kimſelf who is the. 
with reſerver of all Creatures, ſhall we fear 


Peath? We may as well fear Darknefs at 
oon-day: For the Spirit of him who 
th raiſed again jeſus Chriſt ,, and who 


n We 


it of 


Paul; Pith upbeld him becauſe he ſhonld not be 
tua; Percome of Death, being in us will quick» 
of his. Emus allo, ſaith St. Pan,; and will preſerve 
higns, ©; from it: let us then put away all fear 
Have f Degth. Robbe ER 


BY 


66 08 14 1 Diſcourſe again 


Il! | © where God abides, there is unſpeakable} 


f, 
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By Faith alſo God adops and reputes us Bl. 
for his Children: You are all Children er 
of God by Faith, ſaith St Paul: And, ſaith Cb 
St. John, He hath given Power to all thoſe i 
that ſhall receive him, and believe in his Wt. 
Name, to be made the Children of God. We 
Then, being Children, we are Heirs, and p. 
Co-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt ; and we are by Shiv 
the means of this Adoption certain once to fre 
come unto Life, Reſt, and Glory, where- Wo 
in we ſhall Reign eternally with his Fa- Wo 
ther. Moreover, being Children of God, M. 
we are of his Houſhold, and it is not in Wo 
his Honſe where Death dwelleth, for in 
his Preſence is Life. In Heaven, the Place E. 
e 
Light, and ſo great a Beatitude and Hap- u 
Pineſs, that in the Contemplation there- We 
of David cries out, O how they are happy that Wa 
do inhabit and dwelt in thy Houſe ! And elſe-⸗ O. 
where, In this con ſiſts all my good, O Lord, pa 
that I may be near unto thee, IP! 

Again, Being Children we are at Liber-r' 
ty, free from Sia, free from Death, freeſn 
from the Condemnation and Rigour of the 
Law, from the Service and Force of thei 
Devil: what do we fear being then Chil- 
dren of God, and conſequently Brothers} 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? Is it poſlibie, that he 
can ever deny or abandon his Fleſh and 
ö Blood, 


f 
u 
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tes us Blood, or ſuffer them to die, having Pow- 
ildren er to ſave them? Therefore, being the 
, faith Children of God our Father, he loveth us 
thoſe Fvith a Love unfeigned. And if, as faith 
in his Wt. Paul, dur ing the time that we were his E- 
God. Memies, he had ſuch a Care over us, that not 
„ and Wparing his only begotten Son, he hath de- 
are by Mivcred him over to Death to preſerve us 
nce to from it, and to reconcile us uato himſelf, 
yhere- Wow that we are his Friends and in his Fa- 
is Fa- Wour, will he not fave us? Who is, that 
f God, Man, who conſidering theſe Reaſons, will 
not in Wot preſently caſt away all fear of Death? 
for in That which alſo ought to aſſure us a- 
Place Painſt Death, and take away all Fear which 
akable ve have of it, and of the Horror and An- 
Hap-· ¶ uiſn prepared for the Reprobate and Dam- 
there- Wed, is our Calling; that God of his Grace 
py that path vouchſafed to witadraw us out of the 
d elſe-MParkneſs whereia we were, and to illumi- 
Lord, pate us by his Holy Spirit, teaching us by 
is Holy Word, wherein we ought to 
Liber-{Wruſt, and wherein lieth our Salvation , 
„ freeſnd ſo what-we ought to do to pleaſe and 
of theWPdey him, to the end that walking in his 
of the, aud ſerving him in all Juſtice and 
1 Chil- Holineſs, we might, after we have a little 
others Wultered in this World, be faithfully glori- 
hat heed with him in the end: for that which 
m and Pod beginneth he will accompliſh ; and 
Blood, | when 
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Wh when he hath determined to call any one 
to him and to ſave him, he never changeth 
his Councel, neither doth repent -himſelf 
of the good that he will do unto him. He 
is Unchangeable, and ſo ſtedfaſt in his 
Purpoſe and Determination „ that that 
which he once Wills and Ordains, he doth 8 
execute without being turned from it. If 
then we feel in our felves, that God hath WF 
given us the Grace to hear. to believe, 
and to love his Word, and to fly from and 
reject all that which is contrary to it, and 
to have an Affection toobſerve that Which 
he com mandeth us, and a Diflike, if haply 
by lufirmity or otherwiſe, we chance to 
commit any thing againſt this Law: Let us if 
not doubt but we are regenerate, elected, 
and predeſtinated to Eternal Life; and 
conſequently out of danger of receiving 
any harm by Death. Let us then ſay with 
St. Paul, What ſhall ſeparate us from the Love 
of God : ; What ſhall make us t0 think, that he 4. 
hath not a Will to ſave us ? It ſhall nat ' be Pain, 
Affiction, Hunger, Perſecution,s nor" Adver(i-l - 
ty. nor Death, nor any Creature whatſoever 
ball make ud to doubt that be doth not love 1b, 
in the favour of Feſus Chriſt, and that bavingll ; 
choſen, called and juſtified us in him, he wil 
alſo glorifie ms by him. 82 
"I ue Sacraments on Jeſus c hri ſt hath 4 bc: 
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one | 


imſelf wiſe to aſſure and ſtrengthen us again#t the fear 
He ** f Death. 
in his First, Baptiſm by the which we are bu- 
- that Mried and die with Chriſt, that we may riſe 
> doth again with him; in which we are waſhed 
it. If from all our Sins, and clothed with his In- 
1 hath nocency, to the end, that preſenting our 
lieve. | ſelves to the Father, ſo adorned and cove- 


red with the Robe of our Elder Brother, we 
t. and may receive his Bleſſing, and be ſaved from 
which the Deluge of Divine Wrath, wherein all 
baply Infidels periſh, as Noah was in his time by 
nce tothe Ark. Having then the Promiſes of 
Let us G04, as we hare ſaid before, and over 
lected, and above his Sign and Seal, by which he 


S has bound himſelf, to render that Life to 


100! and 


and | 
eiving Ius, Whicl: we have Joſt by our Sin; where- 
y with fore then do we fear Death, do we think 
„ Love that he will revoke, or that he will deny 


and diſavow his own Sign and Seal? 
Seconaly,, | he Lord's Supper, where we 
take the Bred and the Wine, to be recei- 


that he 
„% Pain, 
dverſi- 
at /oever , 
love u, 
having 


he will} 
path le | Satisfactions and Redemption,' in the New 
1. 


ion of the Body and Blood of our Lord 


ies 
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Fred into the Communion aud Partieipa- 


4- 


Jeſus Chriſt, and by conſequent into the 
Fruits of them ; that is, to have part in his | 
Obedience, in his Righteouſneſs, in his 


Covenant, and gencrally in all the Promi- 


if ten to the Land, and o the Port where 


——— i... 
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ſes of God, which by his Death have deen] th 
ratified. It remaineth , that if we fear 
Death, it is for want of conſidering them; in 
or if we do conſider them, it is for want Fa, 
of believing them; for there is no Man ſolu 
timerous, being firmly perſwaded of that{Wr 
which is ſpoken, but will ſay with David, 
all not die but live, to declare the Works ol 
the Lord, and praiſe him: And exult inW: 
the Language * the holy Apoſtle, ſaying, | 
n Death, where is thy Sting! O Grave, where 
is thy Vittory ! Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt per- 
ceiving the time of his Death draw near 
ſaid,” I leave the World and go to the Father 
calling Death only a Paſſage ; which houldf | 
greatly comfort us. But we have gene- bi 
rally this Opinion rooted in us, and it is" 
that which doth diſcourage us, that it isf 


1 
£ 


5 


£ 


2 dangerous Paſſage and vneaſie. Now ton 
take this Diſcouragement from us, bee 
would needs paſs it bt fore us, and as it were t 
ſound the depth, to the end, that we ſeeins We 
he d id not ſtick at it, ſhoul: 1 take Courage. N 

As alſo we ſee before and after himtheff 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and «ther er 
holy Ferſons have done it; who having I 
paſſed it without any appr chenſion of Dan- N 
ger, and being eſcaped ſafe and well, do ed 
now rejoyce with God, that they are got- 
5 e 


they 


<>" 
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ve been they did aſpire. Shall we then be 'ſtch 
ve fear Powards? Shall we be ſo faint-hearted, 
them; ind of ſuch a tender and effeminate Cou- 
Cr want age, as to fear to go by a place ſo fre- 
Man ſoſuently beaten, that Men go it, as ſaid 
of thatſhome of the Ancients, Blindfold ? Like- 
David, Wile we fee, that not one alone of thoſe 
Vor Es ofggnat truſted in God, calling upon his Aid, 
xult inſzhat put themſelves to paſs it, did ever 
ſaying, piſcarry; when the Children of Yael did 
e mherefar at the Paſſige of the Red-Sea, Moſes 
iſt per · Nid ſhew unto them, hat if they would truft 
near Goa, they ſhould fee his Glory and Power. 
Father ¶ hich they did ſee, paſſing ſafely through 
| ſhould Fe midſt of the Danger where their Ene- 
gene- ies did periſh: So ſhall all the Faithful 
d it is rough the ſtraights of Death, provided 
at it isey commend themſelves to God, and do 
Tow tohaly ſet their truſt upon him. And be- 
1s, hefWg in the Deſarts, although they were 
it wereFWtten by the fiery Serpents, yet were they 
ſeeing eſerved from the danger, in looking up 
durage. WP the brazen Serpent tuat My/cs had cate 
me the to be erected ; So alſo, although the 
ether Wried and envious Serpeat hath tainted us 
having With his Venom, yet ſhall we not die, if 
an- Faith we look upon Jeſus Chriſt cruci- 
ell, do fed. Let Death come, let it take us, let 
re got- bind us, yet ſhall we break its Bonds 
where Þ Ealily as did Sampſon thoſe of the Phili- 


they Þ ſt ines 
2 


ELITE 


ſtines his Enemies; let it ſwallow: and al 
vour us as the Whale did Jonas, yet ſhal 
it be fain to diſgorge and caſt us up 
gain, if in the midſt of the Depths we d& 
remember God, and call upon him. Let ii 
bury us as it once did Jefns Chriſt, yell: 
ſhall we riſe again as he did, aid it hal 
de impoſſible for this Tyrant' to retain u 
under his Power, | 
After having ſhewed how we aul 4 
arm our ſelves againſt the Apprehenlionſ | 
of Death: Let us alſo fhew , that wil 
ought not only not to fear, but alſo by 
lire it; and when it plcaſeth God to ſeny £ 
it unto us, to thank him for it, to rejoyil 
at it, to embrace it, and to ang for jor” 
whether it be that we behold the Miſery 
the Miſha ps and Exils of this Life, from 
which it delivers us; or elſe the 109 an 
Contentment of Eternal Life, whereto | 
brings us. T 
As for the Poverti- 85 Miſeries, Iacerf Dil 
titudes, Accidents and Matabilities of thiff 
Life, not only the Scripture, but alſo dil 
vers Wiſe and great Philoſophers ſhe 1 
them unto us: And one amongſt them fl; oy 
eth, Ci rue 7)Y £413 which is, that Lifihe i 
hath been ſo called of the Greeks, | hecaul$., 
of the Violence of the Aſſaults, Pains, ad 


Outrages which therein we ſuffer, whic 
4 ar 
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1 re innumerable both in Body and Soul. 
Our Bodies are ſubject to Cold, Heat, 
Nonger, Thirſt, Time, Age, and- to ſo 


* 4 any Diſeaſes, that there is no part but 
Let Wath his particular Infirmity : The Feet 
i. ve © ſubject to the Gouts, the Belly to Gri- 
Ks I Sings, the Sides to Pleuriſies, the Sto- 


ach to Rawneſs, the Lungs to the Cough, 
Nie Head to a thouſand Diſeaſes; we need 
maul ut a Spider or little Worm to kill us, 
a don ge need but a Hair or a Crum to Strangle 
bat u In ſum, the Fleſh with all its Strength, 
u dd nothing elſe but Graſs: Is it to Day 
to enen and pleaſant ? Let but the Sithe paſs, 
meu will cut down a thouſand Leaves at 
reh nce, which in an Hour will be dry and 
0 1 ithered. The Greeks do call the Body 
. fe "opt Man in their Language Soma, and De- 
e 1104, whereof the one is taken from a 
Joy au nraſe which ſignifieth to bind, and the 
ereto ther comes near to that which ſignifieth 
mY eil epalchre, to ſhe us in what Eſtate and 
or enn Piſpoſition ſoever he be, he doth repre- 
8 1 il at rather Death unto us than Life, and 
A * er vitude than Liberty. As for the Soul, 
— 155 W is firſt ſubject to all the Evils and Diſea- 
| WF. © of the Body; for it is impoſſible if that 
— " 8 il, fo cloſe is the Amity which is be- 
deca een them, but that it muſt ſympathize 
Uns, auhvith it. Moreover, ſhe hath her own Di- 


| IC 
ly n B ſtempers 
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ſtempers, as Ignorance, Sin, Miſtruſt, Su- 
ſpicion, Jealouſie, Hatred, Envy, Love, Luſt, 
Ambition and Paſſions, which, as Tor- 
mentors, do hale her, the one one way, 
the other another, as if they would pull 
it to pieces. I leave a Million of Impor- 
tunities which ſhe hath, and which Man 
taketh to attain to his Purpoſes, to live 
in Reſt and at Eaſe, to be in Honour, to- 
maintain his Alliances and Friendſhipyy to 
beware of his Enemies, to encreaſe his“ 
Houſe, to maintain and keep it in its great- 
neſs, the which dq torment us oft- times 
in ſuch fort, that we can neither eat or 


ſleep at caſe. 


And we muft not think that there is any 
Eſtate exempt from this Miſery ; begin at 
the higheſt Prince or Emperor that ever 
was in the World, and fo diſcourſing de- 
ſcend to the pooreſt Beggar that ever the 
Earth did bear, and you ſhall not find one 
content; neither the Artificer, the Mer- 
chant, the Advocate, the Gentleman, the 
Duke, nor the King; enter into their Clo- 
Jets, there you ſhall often find them, as 
{aid Menander, laid upon their Beds with 
a mournful Voice, and pitiful Crying, 


Alas, alas. | have read of a King, unto 


whom the Scepter and Diadem were of- 


fered; but before he put it on his * 
c 
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Ut, Su- he took it in his Hands, and having looked 
e, Luſt, 1 long upon it, he cried out; O Diadem, if 
Tor- one Lem the Miſeries and Incambrances which 
e WAY, than doeft bring, there is no Man that finding 
1d pull thee upon the Ground, would once take thee up! 
Impor-shewing by that Exclamation, that the 
ch Man Life of Kings is leſs happy than that of 
to live private Perſons. Tiberius Ceſar, under whom 


ur, to Chriſt was crucified, and who command- 
py to edthe ſhould be worſhipped as a God 
aſe his alſo, as Tertullian records it, after the 
great- Death of Auguſtus his Predeceſſor, who by 


t- times 
eat or 


Will had left him Heir, as well of his 
Goods as of the Empire; which being of- 
fered him by the Senate, according to Cu- 
e is any ſtom, doubted a great while whether he 
egin at might accept of it, by reaſon of the fear 


at ever that he had of the Weight of this Charge, 


ing de- and of the Pain he was to ſuffer in the 
ver theF undergoing of it. Diocli ſian, after he had 
ind one held the Empire ſome twenty Years, left it 
le Mer - of his own accord, and choſe, for the reſt 
an, the of his time to live a peaceable and retired 
ir Clo- Life; wherein, after the great Agitations 
zem, as and Storms of Trouble which he had dn- 
ds with ring the time of his Government, he found 


2rying, his Retirement to be ſo ſweet and pleaſing, 
g, untoF and his Mind ſo contented and freed, that 
ere of many times amongſt his Familiars he did 
s Head, witneſs, that the time had never ſeemed 
he | B 2 io 
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and feated in a higher place, by ſo much 


wealth, beſides the common Miſeries, eve- | 
ry one hath his own particular; ſo alſo | 
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lo good to him, nor in his Sun-ſhine Days 
ſo pleaſant ; ſhewing by theſe Words how  . 
he did abhor the Imperial Life, although 2 | 
te Emperors before or after him had had ing, 
ſuck Honours, ViRories and other Proſpe- pe 
rities as be had. be f 

"Theſe Examples do ſufficiently ew, to! 
that the Life of Kings is not ſo happy, as for 
ſome Men ſometi nes eſteem them, more bim 
by Error than by Reaſon; and they are 
far from being at quiet and without trou- 
ble: For by how much a Tree is planted 


the more is it ſubject to the Wind; ſo al- 
to are great Men more than the Commons, - 
to divers Fortunes and Accidents ; Thun- F 
der-Bolts and Tempeſts fall ordinarily in 
high Places, ſo do the greateſt Misfortunes 

upon Men of State an] Renown. $ | 

And if in this World the Eſtates which 

we eſteem moſt of are ſubject to ſo many 
Miſhaps, what may we think of others, 
which we our ſelves, by reiſon of the In- 1 
C)nveniences which attend them, do fly | 

fr om, and eſtzem unhappy ? So ve fee there 
is not an; Eſtate, that of it ſelf makes a Body * 
happy or contented; and as in a Common- 


have all the Ages of Man Evils, which are 
proper unto them. In 
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* 1 In his Child-hood he is full of Infirmi- 
gh ties, without Vertue, without Underſtand- 
ad © ing, without the oſe of his Reaſon and 
2. & Speech, and without Wit; and he muſt 
J be fifteen Years old before he is capable 
w, to know only what Condition is fitteſt 
as for him; wherein oftentimes he deceives 
re ©© himſelf, chuſing that wherennto he is leaſt 
re 1 fit. 
ils he come into his Youth? He is Raſh, 

{ Adventurous, Fooliſh, Paſſionate, Volup- 
® tuous, Prodigal, a Drunkard, 2 Gameſtee, 
1- Quarrelſome; whereby it happeneth oft, | 
1s, | WT that | in his Age he falleth into great in- 
conveniences and Dangers, to be Impri- 


— 


n- 
in ſoned, to be Hanged, to loſe his Gaods, 
les and even to bring his Parents with Scrrow 

to the Grave. 
ch When this great Heat by little and lit \ 
ny tle begins to cool ud diminiſh, and that 
rs, he waxeth a perfect Man, then he —— 2 
n- labour Night and Day to maintain his 
fly & Houſe, nouriſh his Children, and provide 
re for 'em for time to come: he is Beſieged, 
dy now with Deſire and Covetonſne(s; then 
n- with Fear, leſt his Children ſhonld remain 
e- unprovided for, leſt they ſhould. behave 


themſelves ill, and leſt they ſhould do ſume WR 
Diſhonour to their Houſe. 2" 
B3 The 


EY” 


o 
86 4 e 
n 4 7. — 
i N 1 


70 = _ _ 
Al Ta 2 * l 
* F 


2 


| 26 lj Diſcourſe again 


The Ape of Vertue and Perfection de- 
| Clininz,?? behold in our ſight old Age comes 
on, in the which Man is fickly, unwieldy, 
| cold and forſaken n; and as among the Sea- 


W ſons of the Year, the laſt is Winter, and 


the moſt tronbleſom ; ſo amongſt all the 


= Ages of Man, is old Age. 


That which I have ſaid, is not the hun- 
dredth part of all the Evils whereunto Man 
is ſubject; and nevertheleſs that little 

which we have ſpoken of it, is ſufficient to 
| ſhew that in ll Eſtates and in all Ages, it 
is miſerable ; Ard, as ſaid AHenander, Life 
and Miſery xr: Twins; for they are born and 
grow, they ar: nouriſhed and live always toge- 

ther. Which Nature teacheth us in two 
things. Fir, In that little Children com- 


bing into the World, always cry, as preſa- 
"2 ging the Evil which they are to endure if 
hey live long. Secondly, In that coming 
forth of their Mothers Belly, they are all 
bathed iu Blood, and are more like nnto a 
dead Man, whoſe Throat had been cut by 

Murtherers, than to any thing elſe. Two 3% 


ancient Philoſophers, confidering theſe 


thibgs, ſaid, That God did love rhoſe which 


be takes out of this World in their Child- hood: 


That it were good never to be Born, or elſe | 
| 80 Die preſently, Surely it is a wonderful 

thing, and which ſheweth well that we 
want | 
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de- want of Underſtanding, that although Life 
mes were never ſo ugly and disfigured, and 
dy, that in all her Parts there were neither 
ea- Grace nor Beauty that could commend it, 
and Fwe nevertheleſs ſhould be ſo in love with 
the Fit, that we alway deſire to keep it, and 
never to change. But yet it is more uncer- 

un- Ftain than miſerable: For to ſhew us the 
lan FUancertainty of it, the Ancients called it 
tle Shalom, and a Dream; which are the two 
| things in the World, the moſt vain and 
leaſt fixed. Pythagoras being ouce demand- 
Life ed what Humane Life was, ſpake never a 
and word; for his cuſtom was to anſwer and 
ge- inſtruct more by Signs than by Words; 
wo but went into a Chamber, and came forth 
m- 1 again preſently; ſignify ing, That the Life 
la- of Man is but an entring in, and going out, 
And Jeſus Chriſt exhorteth te Watch, and 
grounds himſelf upon nothing elſe, but 
upon the Inconſtancy and Ucertainty of 
this Life: Watch, faith he, ſor you know not 
= at wat Hoar your Lord will come. And who 
is that Man, in how good Diſpoſition and 
Happineſs ſoever he be, that can promiſe 
& himſelf to continue in it but a Day? 
Thoſe eighteen Men in Jeruſalem doubted 
of nothing, when in an inſtant they were 
8 deſtroyed by the Ruins of the Tower of 
Hoe. In the time of the Flood, they did WM 
B 4. Build, 
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Build, and made Marriages and Banquets ; Death 
when ſuddenly, contrary to ExpeQation dert 
and Opinion of all the World, the Rain hence 
fell, and the Flood came and deſtroyed \Sught 
them all. The rich Man, whereof men-Woid 1 


tion is made in the twelfth of Luke, thought 
he was very ſecure; who having ſo much 
Wealth that he knew not where to hoard 
it, made account to give himſelf to Pleaſure, 
and to live after that time at his Eaſe: 


when, while he was ſtanding upon theſe 
Terms, behold the Serjeant of God comes 


and Arreſts him to appear the ſame Day, 


to give up an Account unto him, of all the 


ion; 


Goods which he had left, and which he had in 


gathered with ſuch great Labour. 


But ĩt is Labour loſt to go about to prove d 
a thing ſa manifeſt, and which we experi- 


ment and ſee daily : For in this World 


there is nothing more ordinary, nor more | E 


frequent, than that which Ovid ſaith, T hat 
the Life of Man and all Humane Things are 


held by a little Thred. 


Let us behold then, ſeeing on the one ſide | K. 


the great Evils whereof this Life is full, and 


on the other ſide, the Inconſtancy of the | 2 


Good which it hath ; whether we have 


great occaſion to defire of God, that he 
would prolong it to us; or to complain 
when Death taketh it away from us? We 
have 
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_ 
— Have underſtood the Evils from which 
ets ; Death delivers us; let us now come to con- 
tion der the Good which it brings to us, from 
Rain thence we ſhall yet better know, that we 
yedSught not only not to fear, ſhun, and a- 
en · oid it, but alſo to deſire it with all Aﬀe- 
ghtWion ; for one of the Goods only which 
wech e enjoy by Death's means, is greater than 
ard Vl thoſe which we can have in the World, 


ure, Wving in it for ever. For, 

iſe; Firſt, By Death we obtain Reſt from 
eſe ur Labours; ſaith St. John, Rev; 14. 13. 
mes Pleſſed are the Dead, that they may ret 


Jay, Fom their Labours. So that after we have 
the zndured, and are almoſt conſumed with 
had innumerable Troubles and Labours, by 

Death our Spirits are admitted into Hea- 
ove pen, and our Bodies lie down in the Grave, 
eri- 3 in a Bed, there to reſt and refreſh it 
"71d elf. The poor Artificers are glad when 
ore Wvening draws near, and that it is almoſt 
"bat Night, that they may be paid for their 
are Labour, and go home to relt themſelves ; 

r when after they have laboured fix Days 
ſide 1 the Weck, they bope to reſt and re- 
and rem themſelves on the ſeventh, and re- 
the over the Force and Vigonr, as well of 
ave heir Bodies as of their Minds; in like 
he manner we ought not to be leſs joyful 
ain When the time of our Death draweth 
We 5 5 near 
ave | 4 
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| near which we ought to wait for, and de. to fir 
ſire as a Holy-day; in the which we hop(Fluptr 
to reſt, and, by the Pleaſure which there. Fall t 
in we take, forget the Sorrows and Trou. Mo v 
bles which we have had in this World more 
The end of all that we do, and of that 8 
Which We pur poſe, Is it not our Reſt! tous 
Why do we gather Goods with a thouſand Bool 
Troubles, and as many Dangers? Why Feaſc 
do we Study? Why do we Fight? Why 
do we Labour? Why we do we all other 
Things? 1s it not by that Means to come 
to Eale and to a Reſt, which we pretend 
and ſeek as a ſoveraign Good? What is 
the principal Reward Why God dot! 
promiſe to his People, and%to all thoſe 
that ſerve him faithfully ; Is it not a per- 
petual Reſt, whereinto he himſelf is entred 
Hnce the Creation of the World? When 
= we pray unto him, that His Kingdom come; 
= Is it not to the end that we ſhould be in 
= Peace and Reſt? Finally, What we do 
= hope/for at his Hands, is it not that? 
= Then the Reſt which God hath promifed Z 
os, which we deſire of him, which we! 
= wait for, and which we do propoſe, as the th. 
a Ead and Conclufion of all hat we do and % 
= undertake, is given us by no other means, We 
but by Death. Some ſeek for 1t in their 


Goods, which they love, ſuppoſing there 
to 


—— 


* 
* 
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1 deWto find it* others in Study, others in Vo- 
hop luptuouſneſs and Worldly Pleaſures: But 
lere all this is but an Abuſe; for it is found 
rou. no where but in Death, which we ought 
orld more to love for this reaſon, than the 
tha! railing doth his Pleaſure, the Cove- 
Leſt 'Stous Man his Treaſure, the Scholar his 
fand Books, or the Ambitious his Honours; by 
Vhyu Feaſon that in one Hour it putteth into 
Why our Hands, and gives us the enjoying of 
Goods, which they cannot find by great 
Labour all their Life-time, ia the aforeſaid 
Things. 
Furthermore, Death makes us bleſſed 
and happy: Bed are the Dead which die in 
noſe he Lord, fab St John. Then is this Bleſ- 
per - ſedneſs the ſoveraign Good whereunto we 
3575 and which we cannot find in this 
World, where we are never content. If 
me; ve have Goods, we deſire Knowledge; if 
e in re have Knowledge, we deſire Honours ; 
do if we have Honors, we defire Health; if 
at ! re have Health, we deſire to be Young : 
iſed Briefly, we always want ſomething which 
we re ſeek after, and when we cannot get it, 
What is a cauſe of Grudging and Diſcon- 
and tent: But then ſhall we be fully ſatisfied, 
ans, Was faith David, When by Death we are tome 
heir Wo the Kingdom of God, and his Glory hath 
1ere Beppeared unto us, 


4 
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In it are all things; It is the ſoveraigiFand | 
Good which doth comprehend all other; nal. 
therefore when we ſhall have it, our Ap? Al 
petite and Deſire ſhall reſt in it; we ſhall great 
reſt there without going any further have 
without demanding or ſeeking for an and 
thing elſe. Then ſhall be accompliſhed King 
that which Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed to Bear 
all his Faithful, who believing in hin the? 
with an intire Faith, and ſuch a one as the 
God requires in his Word, will raiſe upWwhic 
in their Hearts a Well of Water of Life, fair 
ſpringing to Life Eternal. We ſhall noWpoſt 
more fear any thing being no more in dan- the 
ger; we ſhall deſire nothing, having all in of] 
our poſſeſſion; we ſhall hope for nothing, Ftain 
for all Promiſes ſhall be accompliſhed ; ter, 
we ſhall no more ask any thing, for weWfan 
ſhall have no more need; God ſhall be all ſelf, 
in all, If we will be Rich, we ſhall then whs 
have him that doth enrich all thoſe that ſure 
call upon his Holy Name; if we will be glo 
wiſe, we ſhall have the Heavenly Wil- Hol 
dom; if we will be mighty, we ſhall have i bly 
the Almighty ; if we deſire to be good, 1 
we ſhall have the only excellent Good; it the 
we will be fair, we ſhall be adorned with pre 
bis Comelineſs, who is fairer than the S. 
Chil: reg of Men: If we will be bealthful ß 
| and hea 
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aigt End tive long, we ſhall have the Eter- 
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_ 
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— 


ners nal. | 

AP J All our Senſes ſhall be raviſhed with the 
ſhall greatneſs of the Pleaſures which they ſhall 
her have and feel. Our Eyes ſeeing the great 
an hand magnificent Palace of our Eternal 


ſhed 
d to 
him 
& as 
e up 


King, ſeeing the perfect and ſoveraign 
Beauty of his bright ſhining Face: Seeing 
Sthe Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Fountain of 
the Water of Life, the Tree of Life, 
which grows in the Paradiſe of God, his 


Life, fair and noble Company of Angels, of A- 
| noWpoſtles, Patriarchs, Martyrs, and of all 


Jan- 
Il in 
ing, 
ed ; 
" we 
e all 
then 
that 
be 
Viſ- 
Iave 
bod, 
; if 
vith 
the 


hful Z 
aid 


the bleſſed Spirits. And if the only fight 
tof Jeſus Chriſt, transfigured in the Moun- 
Stain was of ſuch great Power, that St. Pe. 
ter, (all other things forgotten) in an in- 
ſtant, was thereby trenſpor ted ont of him- 
ſelf, and deſired to remain fo perpetually; 
what may we think of the Joy and Plea- 
ſure that he receives who ſeeth Jeſus Chriſt 
glorißed, and with him kis Father, his 
Holy Spirit, and all the aforeſaid Aſſem- 
F bly? Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear hath not 
heard, Heart hath never conceived, the Good 
the Pleaſure, the Reſt, and the Contentment 
prepared for thoſe which God hath elecked to 
= Salvation. 


Our Ears ſhall likewiſe be; raviſhed, 


1 bear ing the Diſcourſes and Sermons of the 


- Income 
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incomprehenſible Wiſdom of our Goal 
Again, The good Muſick, the ſweet ant And 
pleaſant Accords of the Angels and Saint e 2 
reigning with him, which ſing withon Wen! 
cealing, To the Holy, Holy, Holy God of Hoſt: We! 
be Honour and Glory, for ever and ever. Solo: 
mon, when upon the Earth, raviſhed thi k V 
People, and made them aſtoniſhed at the ear 
Wiſdom and Knowledge that was in him mall 
So did jeſus Chr iſt alſo, when he preached Nhe 
What can he now do lin Heaven, where "hp 
all the great Treaſures of his Divine Elo- that 
quence are unfolded and laid open? When long 
eAſchines had repeated to the Khodians the ther 
Oration of Demoſthenes, for the which he mal 
was baniſhed, ſeeing that they marvelled ure 
at it, What would you have done (ſaid he) it we 
you bad beard him pronounce it? We alſo that Jan | 
are ſo raviſhed only with the reading of Loft 
the Holy Scriptures, when we ſhall hear Je- ven 
ſus Chriſt pronounce them, and with his Loth. 
8 Mouth diſcourſe continually with 
ſhall we not ſtand before him, in the 
like Extaſie as was St. Paul, deing raviſhed 
into the third Heavens? Shall we not have . 
our Eyes ſetled with continual looking up- 
on our Maſter, and our Ears ways atten- i 
tive to hearken unto him? Plato gave Ged 
thanks for three things; for that he was 
a Man, for that he was a Grecian, for that 
he 


God 


© anc 
Saint 
thou 
Hoſt: 

Solo. 
d the 
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ne had been ſo happy as to hear Socrates. 
And ſhall not we give him thanks for that 
re are Chriſtians, for that we are Hea- 
Fenly, and for that by the means of Death, 
We hope eternally to hear the Wildom of 


od? 
We have ſaid, what we ſhall ſee and 


hed 
v 


t the Pear; and now what ſhall we taſte? We 


him 


ched 
here 
Elo. 
V hen 
s the 
h he 


mall be ſet at the Table of our Lord, 
Where we ſhall have abundance of all good 
Ichings. It ſhall be covered with Meats 
that he hath prepared, and reſerved a 
Nong while ſince for that Banquet; we ſhall 
there be fed with the Bread of Angels; we 
Shall be made to drink in Brooks of Plea- 
ure; ſhe ſhall be filled with all good things; 


we (ball be always at Nuptials; and in 


Jan Inſtant we ſhall forget all the Delights 
Jof the Earth, having taſted thoſe of Hea- 
ven; as did the Companions of Ulyſſes all 
Jother Meats, when they had eaten Lotos, 
ſo celebrated by Homer. It is another man- 
er of Manna than that of the Children 
Jof J/rac! for they waxed w:ary of it, 
and were ſorry in the Deſert, that they had 
Woſt the Quails aud Fleſh- pots of Egypt. 


But we in Heaven, at the firſt taſte of the 
W Meats, which there ſhall be ſerved us, ſhall 
loſe then all Appetite to the Pleaſures of 
this World. We have here eaten of the 
Fruits 
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2 if 
E 0 ſmell the ſweetneſs of the Sacrifice, which 
and pleaſant, that the Father, for the Plea- 
| | with the World, and his Anger towards 
us hath been appeaſed. What a pleaſant 8 
= Sacrifice and precious Incenſe is alſo the 
= 
F k cord do glorifie God, and ſanctifie his holy 
Name? Moreover, What an Odour gives | 


—_ 
—_ 
* = 
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and Evil, againſt the Command of the Phy- nd Sa 
ſician, whereupon followed the Sickneſs Ind ſt 
and Death of all: But in the Kingdom of ss t. 
God, and of Paradiſe, we ſhall eat of the MWinte 
Fruit of the Tree of Life, which ſhall al- I a 
ways keep us young and freſh; and, which pings 
is more, will make us incorruptible and atio 
immortal. This is that which we thall Wtisf 
taſte. What then ſhall we ſmell? A Hall Mions 
of Perfumes, the Garments of the Bride Han v 
and the Bridegroom, perfumed with all Hurt 1 
odoriferous and fragrant Things, It ſhall s Cl 
be then that the Church fhall triumph, and Wome 
that the Vine being bloſſom'd, ſhall give g, 
ſuch a pleaſant Odour that the whole Hea- Arve 
yens ſhall be filled with it. Sat | 
There ſhall be no Stink, for there ſhall '% 
be no Corruption; we ſhall there plainly # 


Jeſus Chriſt made for us on Earth, ſo great 
ſure which he took in it, was reconciled 
Praiſes of the Saints, who with one ac- | 


the fair Flower, ſprung from the Root | 
and 
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Phy- id Sap of 7-F, now that it is in its force 
kneſghd frrengtn? To conclude, we cannot 
m of gig there to ſmell good Odours; for our 
the inter ſhall then be paſt, and we ſhall be 
lal-h a perpetual Spring-time, wherein all 
hich ings ſhall grow and flouriſh for the Dele- 
and ation and Pleaſures of the Church. For to 
ſhall Itisfie our Deſire and content all our Affe- 
Hall ions, we ſhould touch no more, neither 
ride all we be touched of any thing that may 
1 all Furt us. We ſhalt be gathered up by Je- 
ſhall s Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, who will 
and Wome at the entrance to receive us, ſay- 
give pg, Come hither, faithful Servant, thou ha#t 
lea- Þrved me faithfully in the World, while thou 
ut been in the World; enter now into the Joy 
hail d Refi of thy Lord. He will kiſs and em- 
nly Prace us, and will keep us near to his Per- 
ich 2 without ſuffering us to depart or go 
eat from it. 
ea- Nou if the greateſt Good, and that un- 
led o which all others are referred, be this 
res Felicity, which doth conſiſt in a poſſeſſion 
ant and enjoying of all Good to the content- 
the ment of our Will, and of all our Senſes, 
ac ith what a Deſire ſhould we wait for 
Death, by which we attain it? 
es Moreover, Death doth deliver us out o 
ot Wall Dangers: In this World, Night and 
ad Day, within and without, we are always 
in 
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Stupidity, and Negligence, the little WI 
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in fear of peril. Our Life is a cruel aWggerc 
bloody War, we have a great many Et we 
mies that invade us continually 4 and 3 
aſſay by all means to deſtroy us: The Hood 
vils watch for us, and ceaſe not compi * 
ſing us about like devouring Lyons, acht, 
as ravening Wolves, to ſee whether thi b re 
cannot ſurprize us, and carry us awaſi t th 
the World, ſometimes by Enticings a lncr 
Allurements, ſometimes by Threats a Adu 
Violence, endeavour to turn us out of tilffnne! 
right Way. Our Fleſh, on the other ſid the 
doth flatter us, and, the better to under $7<* 
mine us, with great Cunning doth proſe" 
pound and 1a pl before us, things whereichen 

80 have moſt delight; it weepeth ale fo! 
ſometimes, to ſtir us up to pity it, all t 7 
the intent to win us, and cauſe us in 2 
Points to yield unto it, and that it may mal * K 
ſter us. t. 


Now, if we conſider our Infirmity, on 
W1ily ( 


2. 


rineſs and Watchfulneſs that is in us, wi] 
may judge in what danger we live. 9 
is impoſſible that we ſhould live in this 
World among ſo many that are infecteſ 
with ſo great Contagion, without falling 
into Sickneſs. Is it poſſible that we ſhouig 
ſo often grapple with ſuch ſtrong ang 


mighty Enemies, without being ior” 
487 
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nel affWggered and overthrown ? 1s it poſſible 
iy Ext we ſhould go in ſuch dirty and muddy 
ind Ways, without being defiled? We lee it 
ge 1 2 Saints of old time, who could not 
mp rern themſelves ſo well, but the Ser- 
„art, who always dogs us at the Heels, 
r thrh reached them with bis Venom; but 
awaf t they have fallen in divers Faults, ſome 
zs A Incredulity, others in Idolatry, others 
ts a Adultery, otbers in Exceſs and Drun- 
of tifWaneſs, others in Mut thers; there is none 
r ſiq them but hath his Fall, yea ſometimes 


al fellow the Example of St. Paul, and, as 
all e did, cry, Who ſhall deliver us from 
in Heſe Dangers wherein we live, while our 
y maui! is in this miſerable and mortal Body? 
Wet us conteſs, that it is our Gain and 
„ou ofit to die, that by Death we may be 
Iny delivered from all mortal things. 


Again, Death puts us in full poſſeſſion 
Fall the Promiſes of God, and of thoſe 
Pod things which Jeſus Chriſt hath pur- 
Waſed for us, and that we hope for from 
im. Ze in dying hath freed us, and pur- 
Fhaſed our liberty, aud nevertheleſs we 
e our ſelves ſtill in great ſervitude. 


— --- — » wo 
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We are Kings, Lords, Judges, Heirs 
God, Cc-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt the Prin 
of Heaven and Earth, yet it ſeems not 
while we live jn this World; for here il 
are beaten and uſed like Servants, like Ch 
dren under Age; we have as yet nouſen 


us, © 
leſs 
m bu 
ſon 1 
to lo 
ael be 


| ( 
0 ing 


managing of our Goods, Kings and gr Lan 
Lords tho' we be, we are often in ſuch ng th: 
ceſſity, that we have neither Bread to Huld 


nor Water to drink, nor Cloaths to covey n 
us. Wis th. 
Moreover, jeſus Chritt hath purchaſ@Wy nc 
for us the Grace of God, a perfect Right Dc: 
ouſneſs, Life eternal, an immortal incofWyond 


ruptible Glory and Vertue to our BodieWuſe, 
and to our Souls an aſſured Peace and Ms, 
etneſs, a Joy and Contentment; but thie ? 


Good hath not yet been delivered unto th a 
for oftentimes we experimeut the WratWde, 
of God; we feel the Concupiſcences ane Da 
vicious Deſires of our Fleſh. e 
In our Bodies there is Corruption, MorWood: 
tality and Weakneſs; and in our Spirils th 
Troubles, Anguiſh, and as it were a ſtich 
dious and inteſtine War between our goohe G. 
and bad Delires, which fight the one Me G 
gainſt the other; and becauſe theſe EVH W 
are more grievous, ſo are the aboveſaihd t: 
Goods more great, and more to be deſireqq O. 
If then, altho' they be already parent 
08 
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us, and that they be ours, we never- 
eirs leſs cannot come to the poſſeſſion of 
Prim but by Death, are not we for this 
not ſon much bound unto it? Ought not 
ere i to love and deſire it? The Children of 
eg being arrived at the River of Jordan, 
1[enWing on the other ſide thereof the fruit- 
© Land which God had promiſed them, 
that, being paſſed that River, they 
Wuld begin to enjoy it, and to reſt, had 
y not great cauſe to rejoyce, and to 
Wis the River with great alacrity? And 


chasch y not we, when we ſhall come near un- 
ighih Death, that is to ſay, to the Paſſage, 
Incolgyond which is our own Country, our 


odieWuſe, our City, our Friends, and Kinſ- 
1s, our Reit, our Joy, and our Plea- 
re? The Child who during his Minority 
ch always lived in Fear and baſe Servi- 
de, doth wot he rej>yce when he ſeeth 
e Day coming wherein he doth hope to 
e Liberty, and quietly to enjoy his 
Woods! So ought every faithful Man, ſee- 
g the Day of his Death draw near, in the 
ich he (hall be put ia poſſeſſion of all 
We Gods which God hath given him, and 
e Gift wholly reſigned. 
When a Mai hath uadertaken ſome long 
d tedious Journey, having travelled ma- 
Days, and being wearied on the Way, 
ſeech 
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ſeeth the Gate of the Town where he go rt, 
doth he not Rejoyce, and as it were l ben 
for Joy? Doth he not give God that 


going into the Town, that it hath plea, be. 
him to conduct and bring him ſafely tee, 

ther? Now ever ſince we were born, ank 
have always been in this World as Straß ougb 


gers, we have done nothing elſe but tr 
vel in this low Place, as in a great Deſai 
we have here wearied our ſelves; thi 
ſeeing Death near unto us, that is to ſal 
the Gate whereby we muſt enter intot 
Kingdom of our God, and the Staiat w. 
whereby we muſt aſcend into his Hin 
Mountain, have we not occaſion to con{Wect : 
late our ſelves, and to leap for Joy, conWer ' 
dering that we are almoſt arrived at Heat 
Place, where we hope to reſt per petualſi e th 
If poor Adam, being driven out of Hat h 
earthly Paradiſe, after he had taſted ng L 
the Miſeries whereinto he precipitatche St 
himſelf by his Sin, had been called thiti_gFf ot 


again, and ſet in his firſt Eſtate, what W 
cation ſhould he have had to rejoyce ? Mer © 
we alſo, who after ſo many and divers Mniſt 
flictions, are called out by God, by tous 
means of Death, into no Earthly, but D 
Heavenly Paradiſe, not Adam's, but Golem 
where there is no Sin, where there is! - 

ker: 


Serpent, where there is no forbidding : | 
{hot 
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e go rt, where there is no fear nor ſhame. 
re Ihen Noah, after the Flood and falling 
thanWthe Waters, which had broken and torn 


pleaſ began to ſee the firm Land, hedid re- 
ly til ice, and for Joy ſacrificed to God for a 
rn, | ankſpiving, altho' it was accurſed, and 
StraMought forth Thorns and Thiſtles as be- 


e What more great occaſion ſhall we 
e, when after the great Floods and Deſo- 
thi ions which we have ſeen in this World, 
to ſa ſhall begin to ſee and ſalute the Land 
ato ti the Living, the bleſſed Land, the Land 
Staat was promiſed to the Good, the Land 
s Ed@@dwing with Milk and Honey, and all 
con{{W ect and ſavory things? When Joſeph at- 
confer he had a long time been Priſoner in 
at eat Calamity, ſudder.ly, without think- 
tuallWs thereon, was raiſed to ſuch Dignity, 
of int be was next the King in Egypt, ma- 
ted Ing Laws and Ordinances, for to diſpoſe 
e State and Kingdom; had not he Mat- 
r of Conſolation ? 


wut t 0 
Jeſarf 


nat We have no leſs but much more, when 
? A ter our Priſons, Captivities, Servitudes, 
rs Mniſhments, and ſo many other Affli- 
by ti ous which we ſuffer in this World, we, 
but W Death , are in a Moment lifted up 
God om the Dunghil into Heaven, there to 


e is Reign with Jeſus Chriſt, and 0 be Par- 
ng: ers of his Glory, of his Honour, of 
ſhot his 


1 
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= Faith, of his Reſt, and of his 14 
le. 

Was it not great Joy to the Jews, wh 
had been Captives threeſcore Years in B4 


bylon, amongſt the Idolaters in great Mi K 
ſery, deprived of the uſe and benefit Me; 
Spiritual Things, ſuch as to aſſemble tog ed 
ther to praiſe God, and to hear his Word ©2 
and to offer Sacrifice, Weeping ſometime" 
when they were by themſelves, and hang 851 
ing up their Har ps and Inſtruments, the bil! 
Grief that they could not ſerve God ac A 
cording to their Deſires, nor ſing his Pralf 8e 
ſes among Strangers; was it not great Jc Pp. 
to them in theſe Circumſtances to have 1 Wk 
King's Letters to return into their Counff® Na 
try, build their Temple, and there, accot 8 
ding to their ancient manner, in all Li}-*"* 
berty, ſerve,praiſe and worſhip their God ingd 
Is it leſs to us, when, after a long and te f 
dious Ca "tivity t that we have endured i be 
this World, converting with Idolaters, Us fre! 
believers, Blaſphemers, Deſpiſers of G0 r 
and of his W ord; we are delivered, and 
have our Paſſ. port to go into this cele ſti . 
Jeruſalem, and into the holy Temple ot o,. 
God, there to praiſe him perpetually, and 4 
in beholding his Goodneſs to glorifie an 
ſanctifie his holy Name? Im fe 
Deatiſ' 5: 


s NN; 


. 
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Death 1s alſo to be defired, by reaſon 
at with our Sorrows it alſo ends our 
purning : We in this World are always 


1s T. 


s, Whig 


in Bd [Cl 

at Mil > heavy, and melancholy ; in it we 

\efit Hep, we ligh, and always wear the black 

e too eed: But when by Death, we go out of 
O 


to go into the Houſe of our Bride- 
etimd dom, we put off and leave the Mourn- 
hang g- weed to take our good and ſumptuous 

thre abiliments, and everlaſting Joy ſhall be 
od ared on thoſe which have been the faith- 
s pra Ser vants of God, and then ſhall be ac- 
at Jo mpliſned that which hath been promiſed 
ve tem: You that do weep in this World 
Cone happy, for you ſhall laugh: there ſhall 
accor®$ ao more Grief, nor Complaining, nor 
ah Lears; for God at our coming into his 
God ngdom will wipe them away from our 
nd tele, we ſhall be comforted, and we ſhall 
red i [tin Abraham's Boſom, as did Lazarms . 


Word 


s. Un ere ſhall be no other Queſtion but of ſing- 
f Gol 3nd ſaying every one to our Souls, 
and thoa the Lord, O my Soul! and all that ts 
0 te 10 praiſe his holy Name. 


of ou o the Harp and other Inſtruments, 
andert awake that you may now be ſet up 
gain in the Eſtate to ſerve God, and praiſe 
m for uis Good neſs, ſay to all the Church, 
give I nanks unto the Lord, and call upon 
Name. O] let your Songs be of him, and 

C les 
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let your talking be of all his wondrous Works "= 

Say to all Creatures, Bleſs the Lordi 
all his Works, praiſe and exalt his Nane p. 
Bleſs God, ve Angels of Heaven, SuffW.c.q 


Moon, Fire, Air, Water, Earth, Tre ang, 
and Beaſts. A Maid that hath long ti; gion 
been hetrothed, deſires that the Day of bf; ;.c- 
Marriage were come, and when it is conf edel 
ſhe rejoyceth, ſeeing that ſhe ſhall ſoon Mich 
brought to her Husband's Houſe to dud "Hl 
ber petually with him; we ought alſo! «ſar 
comtort our ſelves, when the time dra um 
near that our 1 ard muit come; and e 


onght to attend him walking, as did 1 Wiles 
five wiſe Virgins, that ſo ſoon as he (half lion 
be come, we may go into the Wed dig the 
with him, and that the Gate be not ſhut Mola 
gainſt us, as it was againſt the ſive foolif 
Virgins, becauſe they were fallen aſleep 


our 

Another reaſon why Death 1s to | 8. 
wiſhed for, is, Becauſe then we ſhall Mrous 
our bleſſed Saviour Face to Face; whohe | - 


hitherto we have ſeen only as through What 
Glaſs, darkly. And yet even that GlaW,, 8 
(mean the holy Scriptures) repreſen ro 
him as one altogether lovely, the chiefeſt. 


| 
ten thouſand, as one that's white and 1 1 
dy, fairer than the Children of Men; aue te 
whoſe Love towards us has been ſo wo here 
deriul, that all the Waters of Affliction nis 


coul 


"- 
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cc huld never quench, nor the Floods of Di- 


ri 


rd ne Wrath drown. An! now where is 
lanſ e Perſon, who having heard of ſo many 
WV} Erfegions in his Friend, would not be 
"reel Ianſported with an ardent Deſireand Af- 
tin aion to ſeebim? If our King, or ſome 
of Hiace of renown comes into our Country, 
cone delire to ſee him, becauſe of the Report 
on hich we have heard of his Vertue and 
WW Oalour, If Hercules, Alexander the Great, 
110 il oor and Caro, of whom we hear ſo much 
ira ommendation, were now ein this World, 
1d A Ne would throu gh Curioſity 80 4 hundred 
d tt Wiles to ſee then; with what an Affe- 
e Mon then ſhould we aſpire to that Day, 
_ the which we ſhall Face to Face ſee and 
ut g 


nut hold that mighty Prince, who with an 
oli vincible Force hath broken the Head of 
1ep] or Enemies; who, like unto a valiant 
to 4 \ In deſpite of them hath brovg nt us 
all | rouge Dangers, and conducted us into 
whoſe Land which God hath promiſed as ? 


ug nat a Pleaſure ſhe it be to us to ſee 

Gln glorious, and in triumphant Array, 
= d round about tim the goodly Trophies 
felt 


F his great Victories ſet up? It is ſaid 
hen Alexander had overcome Darius King 
t the Perſians, entring into his Palace 


d ru 
3 all 
> WO 


ictiogz nis Throne, and tnat preſently a Greek 
coul C 2 Gen- 


here | ne had his Relidence, he ſits down 


erinner . 
Fl 
* : 


. ous againſt the Barbarians, and their Pri 


nov the ſight and the pleaſure of this Spy 


.velous Wiſdom ; the Order, the Splende 
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Gentleman of his Company began to we ane dt; 
for Joy, ſpeaking theſe Words, O, hay W 
Day in the which we ſee our King victo”) 


trodden under Foot! O, that all Greece 


ctacle! Think what Joy it will be alſo 
every faithful Man, to ſee Jeſus Chriſt 110 
his Royal Seat, holding under his Feet a9: ly t 
his Enemies and ours, but cſpecially ti Inter 
Serpent whoſe Head is already broke W the 
and now can do nothing elſe but was | Meal 
Tail, waiting his final end, which ſhall Hes 
the Day of Judgment. Many Kings as th | 
Princes did with great Affection deſire e © 
ſee him when he was on Earth in the For 4: 
of a Servant : And Simeon, becauſe he Peſtle 
him ſo, did ſo rejoyce, and was ſo ſatisſic gu 
that he feared no more to dye: Ought ch 
we more to deſire to ſee him in Hear 
in a Kingly Robe, with Company, Gres 
neſs, Maieſty, and Pomp, and in the Sta 
of a 1 ord ? The Queen of Sheba, being! 0 8 
duced by the Rumour which was ſpr "JF 
over all the Earth, of the great Court | 
King Solomon, came running thither, * | 
the fartheſt part of the South, to ſee hi 
and to hear his Wiſdom; and after hel A 
diligeatly conſider'd his great and mi 
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to wd State of his Houſe, ſtood 4 
with great admiration ſaid, O, how 
are the Servants of thy Houſe, who may 


thy Face every Day, and hear thy Divine 


, hap 


wm peches? Let us ſay alſo, O thrice and four 
lis cles bappy are the Faithful, who dying go di- 


ach % % Heaven, to behold the Face of Jeſus 
ri, who i greater than Solomon? For 
i the contemplation of it, makes Man 
ny Intent in every Point; and, taking from 
rohe the Memory and Feeling of all other 
vag Neaſures, will not ſuffer us to turn our 
111 6, <5 and Thoughts from it. Now Death 
„th not only cauſe us to ſee Jeſus Chriſt, 
ehre t maketh us with him to behold the An- 
Fons, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, the A- 


he tles, the Martyrs, which have been 


* 


gs af 


Wires to ſee the Church well ordered in 
Wis World, and preferreth it to all that 
In be given him, albeit, tho' the Order is 
ing ver ſo zreat, yet there will be many things 
ſpraore to be deſit d: With what vehemence 

ad heat then ſhould we wiſh to ſee it in 


— 


= 4+ > . * 8 
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þ To conclude, The laſt Reaſon, for Which wor 
N we ought to deſire Death, is, That by it oi; 
Spirit being parted from the Body, which 
| doth clog it, is more at liberty, and mor 
capable to lock into the Myſteries of Gol 
We live all in this World with a naturi 
Deſire to know ; therefore it is that for ou 
| Contentment, we ſeck always, to hear au 
8 ſee ſome Novelties; now it is got poflibll 
that here beneath we ſhonM-come to ai 
great knowledge, chicefiygpf the Truth, ai 
I well becauſe that of it ſelf it is obſcure an 

W hard toknow:; as alſo for the Cares, Perturi 
bations, Afflictions, Paſſions, &c. where 
with our Mind is entangled and hindredq; 
&- WHIT it is in cur Bodies, which are unt nee 
it, as Duſt in a Man's Eye, which doth his ir 
der it from diſceruing any thing under e !: 
ſtandingly. This is the reaſon here foro 
God faith unto A/ofes, That whit we live 
we cannot ſec it clearly; for which cauſe Ml 
St. Paul ſaith, That we know but in part rom 
and St. John, that we ſee the / vt ries of eußgdee 
God, but as it wert in a G laß, or througs the! 
Window ; but when our Som foal! be parted fronWor i 
this Body, and the Vail taken away which blindet cin 
ber Eyes, then ſhall it behold and fee Gd Face i of 
Face, then ſhall it have the perfett Knowleagls us. 
of him and of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and in il hac 
Eternal Life. We (hall behold that which no" me 


_— 


Mt! 


— 


r Wh r worſhip ;, for we ſhall enter into the Sanctuary 
7 it 088 our Lord, and there fhall look on him with- 
which t ceaſing: The Propitiation and the Cherubins, 
0 mog bing ncither of the Law nor the Goſpel, fhall 
f Go | any more unknown or hid from us: God will 
datum into u, as unto his Friends and Fami- 
or ours, all the Riches of his Houſe, he will 
us friendly with us, and will impart all 
Wato vs. An ancient Man, who had always 
to allowed Merchandize, hearing one reading 


th, Lecture of Philoſophy, cried out, O un- 

© an happy Man that I am, have the Goods of this 

ertuſ orld been the cauſe that I bave been ſo long de- 

Fe ed of ſuch good things as theſe? Let us al- 
red 


9 ſay, O miſerable Life, wilt thou la much 
ner? Wilt thou not let 14 go whither we 
1 big ire, which is to the School of our God? MSF 
e loſe ſo many Days? Happy Death, wilt 
i on not haſten to bring us thither? 

uin We ſee by theſe Reaſons what little rea- 
Aung con we have to fear, to fly from, and 
P4""complain of Death; which is a reſt and 
/ Weep, moit delightful above all other; for 
4 there is no Noiſe nor Dreams, to trouble 
fang or interrupt it: It is a wholſome Medi- 
cl cine, which being ſwallowed, doth heal us 
ce of all Diſeaſes, and taketh all Pain from 
ehe us. Which Socrates conſidering, after he 
n ui had drunk the Poyſon by the command- 
uu ment of the Athenians, who had unjuſtly 
We 4 CON» 
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great force, nor which wrought better, It is: 
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condemned him to die, when theVenom we 2 a 8 
diſperſed in his Members, and his Frien con! 
Crito, a little before he gave up the Ghoſ: 
had asked him, if - would command hi 
nothing: No, faid he, but that thou offer Sufi 
crifice to Eſculapius, the God of Phyſick, to giugeatel 
him thanks ; for I never took a Medicine of fac ſaid, 
” * 


— 


great ſhame that theſe Pagans, in their Ig: 
norance and Infidelity, ſeem to be better 
inſtructed, and more vertuous than we are: 
For we fear Death, and fly from it, as an 
evil Thing, and they hold Sos eſteem it a 
an incomparable Good, Epaminondas, at 
the Hour of his Death, perceiving his 
Friends about his Bed ee ping, comforted 
them, ſaying, Kejoyee, 0 my Friends, for you Able 
Friend Epaminon! las going to begin to [vel her, 
Is Death then an E 5 which hath nothing he 
elſe of that which we eteem Death, but, Joth! 
the Name and Reputation, for indeed it i Peat 
a Life? Alſo is this Life a Good, which {lace 
hath but the Name of it, for in effect it is Da tt 
a very Death? Both the one and the o- In G 
ther, as ſaith St. Chryſofom,, is masked and rin 
have both falſe Fins For Life, which ex- 
poſes us to ſo many and great Evils, re- {ad 
preſented fair and beautiful, to draw us to her 
be in love therewith; and Death, which s tl 
delivers us from thoſe Evils, and tranſmits B P. 
us 


EE ty 
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MM Wi =; 2 State of Bliſs and Happineſs, is on 
Friend contrary look'd upon as a moſt | 

Gholat and afrightning Bugbear. Let us 

d nine away this vain fear of Death; jet vs us 
er ere that which is true, that it is the 
0 21geateſt Good that can happen unto us. It 
fai ſaid, that Apollo being asked by Pindar, 
It is Mat was the moſt profitable thing for a 
ir Ig n? He anſwered, To die. It is fori- 
zetteril of Cleobis and Ban that their God 
are huld recompence them for the Piety, O- 
as anf@dience and Reſpect which they had ſhew- 


it aa towards their Mother: Aud having gi- 
, aten them leave to demand what they would, 
7 hisWey referred themſelves to his Judgment, 


rtedh knowing better what is moſt profi- 
yon ble and neceſſary for us than our ſelves ; 

[ve FFhereupon , the ſame Day, they died: 

ginghhereby it did appear, that there is 
but Wothing more profitable unto Man, than 
it i Heath, by the which we are led into a 
hich Wlace of Pleaſure, where we begin to live. 
it is Na the old time the Sepulchres were built 
e o- Ja Gardens, which was done not only to 
and ring into our Minds our End, in taking 
ex- Ws off from our Pleaſures and Delights, 

re- Nd by that means teaching us to moderate 
to them, but alſo to inſtruct us, that Death 
ich Ws the Guide to Pleaſure and Paradiſe, and 
lits R Paſlage to lead us into a pleaſant Or- 
us C5 chard. 


comfort himſelf after the Death of his lit- 


— 
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chard, At Athene, when they buried i ¶ co m 
dead Bodies, they turned their Faces ti 
wards the Eaſt, and not towards the We 
to new that in Death our Life and Ligf 
begins: Why do we put our Bodies ind 
pulchers as in Cheſts, it it be not to ſhes 
that they are not loſt, but layed up as pri 


cious Veſſels of the Holy Ghoſt, and th I 
in time they ſhall be taken forth, and ſhalWereof 
be put into Light, for the Decoration th 
the Houſe of their Lord. Theſe thin nat 
conſidered, let us take away all fear at Wt 
apprehenſion of Death, let us rcjoyce aud i 


fing, as ſore ſay the Swans do, when theſWent 
are near their Death: Let us ſay wit 


David, Lord I have been glad when it 1 


been ſaid unto me, Let us g into the Houſe o 
our Lord. | 

It remains now, before we end this pref 
fent Treatiſe, to ſhew how we ſhould be-] 
have our ſelves at the Death of our Friends, 
and how to mitigate the Sorrows, which 
weconceive for them; which to do, we mult 
conſider that which followeth. 

Fi:#, The unavoidable Neceſlity of all} 
Men, the which cannot be remedied nei- 
ther by Counſel nor any other Means. 
= David having a regard thereunto, did 


tile Child, for whom he had wept and pray 
| . 


es the Fears of Death. 5 : 


led oo much during his Sickneſs, when there 
s yet ſome hope to obtain of God, by 
mble Prayers, that he would reſtore him 

Health; but when he ſaw that it was 
Wo late, that all Tears were now-vala and 
profitable, he left his Mouraing and ba- 


IS Pro In to rejoyce. Our bleſſed Lord tells 
d the „That ſufficient to the Day, is the Evil 
d ſhaj reof: That is, Every new Day will bring 


Irth ſome new Cares; you know not 


fy hat to Morrow will bring forth, nor 
r außgzhat to Morrow you will have need of; 


d if you did, yet why ſhou'd you tor- 


| theWent your ſelf before the time? Beſides, 
ou may every Day meet with ſuch pre- 
Hal 1 Evils, as you will find hard enough to 


ſe q ar, without tormenting your ſelves with 


Wat which is paſt, and which you can't 


pre-lp. This is an Inſtruction molt neceflary, 
be. d which we ought all to take, for the 
nds, Weſt and Tranquility of our Minds. 

hickWF Secondly, We muſt conſider when our 


riends dye, that it is the Will of God, 
hoſe Will is the Rule of all Righteouſ- 
e, and in whoſe good Pleaſure we ought 
W ways to acquieſce, and (as our Lord has 
ught us) to ſay, Thy Wilt be done: Be- 


did des, All that God does, is for the good of 
lit- Wis people; whence St. Paul tells us, That 
a)- wn. things ſha work together for good to them 


tha: 
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that love God : If we do not believe thi Wore 
we are Unbelievers; if we believe it, Hue v 
ought not to grieve for any thing that h eri. 
falls us; for all is profitable to us. pe A. 

Then ſince whatever happens to us Wrwar 
the Product of Soveraign Wiſdom and i not 
finite Goodneſs, why ſhould we not re 54 
ſatisfied therein? Why do we complaicWre n 
when nothing can be done better? For we 
is God's peculiar Prerogative to do nere 
things well. b, et v 

Thirdly, We muſt think, that to dye, BY 


a thing general and common to all: WWrier 
pals and fly away as doth the Water of pe b 
Brook; and it is an Act and Statute of ou A 
God, that we muſt ail dye: It then tha th 
happen unto us which is common to all, old 


it net a great Folly and Pride in us, to dea Wt. | 
to be exempt from the common conditio Mel 
and to wiſh for a peculiar ? What ate no 
the worſe that our Friends are dead? Mot 
do thoſe of our Neighbours dye. Menu and 
der writing to a Friend cf his to comforiWgo: 
him, alledged this reaſon unto him, Thug mo 
hola i haut, {aid he, juZt occaſion to griew a(t: 
if t ty Fortune and Deſting were worſe than ohe 
ther Mens; but if it be alike, why doit rheol 551 | 
co alain! f If we would diligently conſid det EE 
1 ac make an entire comparuc: be tycen uiß th: 
and others, we mould nd there are mac an 
more 


15 
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e thiore afflicted than we are. And that is 
it, ue which Anaxagoras ſaid, as reporteth 
lat M erius, That if it were poſſeble to aſſemble all 
We: Miſeries of the World on a Heap, and af- 

d us Wh wards to part them by equal Portions, there 
nd I not he but would rather chuſe bis own, than 
t reh is part of the whole Heap. Seeing that we 
plaicWre not alone loſing our Friends, and that 
For we will look into it, we ſhall find that 

do nere are many more il! at Eaſe that we: 
et us content our ſelves, that fo it plea- 

lye, il eth God, and let us not deſire Immortal 
: WiFriends, where we ſee thoſe of others to 


r of We but Mortal. 
of ous Again, Lec us think that it is as natural 


1 this thing to dye, as it is for Winter to be 
11], Mold, and Summer hot. Our Bodies (faith 
defis. Paul) are mortal; then let us not mar- 


ition vel if in Winter there be Rain, Froſt, and 
re now, for the Seaton brings it. Let us 
? not marvel that the Night follows the Day, 


fenar and that Man at Night after his Labour 
for goeth to fleep, for all that is natural. No 
Thi more ought we for the ſsme reaſon to be 
rie aſtoniſh'd, when a Man dieth, than when 
aan he is born and cometh into the World, 
# rho tor the one and the other is ordinary: And 
ver want of conlidering it, is cauſe often times 
en ui that at the Death of our Friend we are fo 


Many amazed, as if it were a thing prodigions i 


morel 


and | 
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and not accuſtomed. When news wall 
brought to Anaxagoras, that his Son wil 
dead, it moved him not at all, only he ſaid 
that it was not a new and unuſual thing thai 
a mortal Man ſhould dye, and that when hQoulc 


„ Y 
5 


begot him, be did not beget him immortal Pod 
| What made him ſo conſtant, but that be orry 
fore- hand he had foreſeen and often conf. 142 
Aered that it ought to come to pals, being Frien, 
A2 natural thing? he L 
4 Moreover, we muſt conſider, that Deatil Wor C 
| is a Debt which we owe and are bound told s 


= pay unto Nature: Thou art Duſt and Earth Pen 
q and to Earth thou ſhalt return, ſaith God, 
W ſpeaking to Man after lie had ſinned : Then 
# when one of our Friends dyeth, why are 
uwe diſcontented ? Becauſe he hath quitted 
| himſelf and payed what he owed ? If he 
bad paycd his King the Tribute and ordi- 
| ta nary Tax, we would approve of that as 
W moſt right , and an obedience and duty} 
W towards the Prince; and if he hath done 
W as much to Na' ure, what reaſon is there x 
to grieve at it? 4 
Again, That in it God heareth us, for 
ve ask of God that his Kingdom may come, 3 
; and that his Will may be done: What do 
b we jeſt with God, asking him that which 
we would not have, and fear to obtain ? 
. And vex our ſelves, and murmur, * 
0 
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s waldf giving him thanks, when he hath gran- 
n wed our Requeſts? This ſhe vs we think 
je ſaiWut little on the Prayers which we make: 
Wor if we thought upon them, either we 
001d not pray ſo, or elſe ſo praying, if 
Pod grant our requeſt, we would not be 
Worry for it. 


dong. Again, Let us conſider that when our 
being Friends dye, we loſe them nat, if they dye in 


he Lord, (for 'tis of ſuch only that I tpeak) 
heath or our Lord whoſe they are both before 
id to nd after Death, is not the God of the 
arthWÞead, but of the Living, and therefore 
Jod, Me may be aſſur'd that our Friends live un- 
Yo him, Cyrus, ſpeaking to his Friends be- 
Wore his Death, to comfort them, ſaid, Do 
Poe think when I ſhall be dead, that I am loſt, 
3 r ſhall come to nothing. When we ſow a 


rdi- and, the Grains of Corn are not loſt, 
t az Whey rot therein, but it is the better to 
uty ructifie, fo are our Bodies in the Earth, 

Wor to revive one Day, and to riſe again 


Wn Incorruption, Immortality, and Vertue, 
hen alſo a Man goeth a long and tedious 
Wy ourney, do we think him loſt ? When 
Iny one of our Friends is at the Court 
With his Prince, who will not ſuffer him 
Wo depart out of his Company, raiſed to 
Honour, and provided of great Offices, are 
e lorry tor it? Why then are we _ 

or 
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for a Friend, whom we know aſſuredly ti ums 
be gone, not only to the Court of hikes, 
Prince, but to the eternal Manſions of hifgf@vith 
Heavenly Father, to be for ever in hifWſpe: 
Preſence, cloathed with the Robes of Im. We 

mortality, and crowned with a Diadem ofMars 3 
Glory? Again, Tho' we ſhould grant thatMWath 

that which is our Friend's Advantage, our 
our Loſs, yet let us conſider how 4 h 
ly a thing it is, for a Man to give up him-Wth e 
ſelf to immoderate Grief: A Chriſtian, th 
ought to have Strength and Courage, whiche Re 
ſhould be invincible againſt all Adverſities, 1 F 


— 


and even againſt the Gates of Hell: He An 
ſhould be like a Building grounded upon: do 
firm Rock, that may hold out againſt al Me | 
the Storms, Waves, and Winds, and all the the 
Inconveniences wherewith he may be al-@ th 
ſailed; he muſt not be ſoft, and yield pre- In a. 
ſently to Adverlity, nor drown his Bed in mf 
Tears, as David (peaks. The Lycians,in time ears, 
paſt, had a Law, by the which it was or- ens 
dained, that whoever would weep for the her. 

Death of his Friend, ſhould put on Wo- g p 
mens Cloaths, to ſhew that it is more 


anſwering to a cowardly and effeminate em 
Heat, than to a manly Courage, And ast fu 
it happens in Mens Bodies, that when they ill 
are tender and delicate, they cannot en-W-rta 
dure the Cold in Winter, nor yet the Heat Heer 


IN 
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diy rere ſo may we judge of ſach Cou- 
of hiz that if they cannot bear Adverfi- 
of hi rithout Impatience, no more can they 
in hüßhdperit y without Inſolence. 

f Im. We muſt finally conſider, That by the 
em of@ars and Complaints which we uſe at the 


t thatWath of our Friends, we do not reme- 
1 ; bus ſelves, no more than doth the ſick 
ſeem- n his Diſcaſe by his Sighs, but rather 
him- th encreaſe his Malady. And we may 
iſt ian . that even by common Experience, and 
vice Reports of Phyſicians, we ſee in chole- 
ities k Folks, that the more they give way 
He 5 Anger, 'the more their Rage and Cho- 
on i doth augment : $o alſo is it in mournful 
ſt al e heavy People, who as they continue 
the their Tears and Lamentations, fo alſo 
al. p their Sorrows grow and ſtrengthen. 
pre- In ancient Philoſopher endeavouring to 
d in@mfort Arcin e, If, ſaid he} thou loveft 
time Mears, they will love thee reciprocally, and, as 
Or- 1 mi always frequent and accompany 
the What then doth this great Mourn- 
Vo- g profit us, if not to make us more miſe- 
10re Me Ay, hut will ſome ſay, in excuſing 


nate emſelves, It is a ratnral thing to weep 
d as it ſuch an Accident: I azree to it, neither 
hey ill I condem a moderate Sorrow. AS Aa 
en. ertain Man ſaw an ancient Philoſopher 


eeping for the Death of his Son, and re- 
BY oved | 
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proved his Inconſtancy : he anſwered h| 
very well,” ſaying, 600 Friend, fuffer N 
to be a May. We mult not be like Bari 
rians or ſavage Beaſts, without Humanitii 
without Affection, without Pity nor 9 | 


ling. 7 wiſh, faith Pindar, not to be ſick, if LIN 
if / am, I would not be wit bo⸗ t Feeling ; = 
it is an evil Sign, when in Our Sicknef we © © 
dull and feel nothing. Then when in o ET b 
Mourning we ſhall keep the Mean, and if“ 
avoid the two Extreams, which St. 34 P 
doth condemn as vicious; which is, th unt 
we be not Sroicks ; that i is to ſay, witho WW 
Affection on the one hand, nor ſoft on tf 9 
other ſide, to ſuffer our ſelves to be ov the 


come with Sorrow, we do well But * 
we ſhew our ſelves Men in Weeping, let“ 
alſo ſhew, that we are Chriſtians furniih 
with Hope, in correcting and moderatin 
our Sorrows. 3 
Others ſay, I loved them ſo dearly.” 
thou lovedſt him fo dearly as thou el 
ſhew it, and rejoyce at his Hap; dinels al 
Reſt: I rather believe, that which ca! "Cl 
in us this great Moukgin g, is the 1 
which we have of our ſelves, which ist 
canſe that we grieve at the loſs ot ul 
Friends, not for the reſpect winich we har 
to them, but to our ſelves, being diſcon 
tent to be deprived of the hon: au 
on! 
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red Mnſolations which they gave us. This 
ſuffer Ws to have been the Caſe of the Diſci- 
* Barks of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : He had told 
mani, that he was to leave them, and go to 
10r Fe Father, and they were trouvied : But 
ck, his ſhew their Love to Chrilt ? No, 
une; Nas for their own Loſs that they were 
8 we Wev<; for to our bleſſed Lord tells them, 
in 4. 28. 1} ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, | 
nd ih auje I jaid 1 £0 unto my Father. Whence | 
Ft. 35 plain, that it was upon their own ac 
is, thWvot that they were troubled, 43 
vitho Others go about to juſtife their Grief } 
on ti ſaving, their Friends died in the Prime 
e over Age; by fo much the happier the 
But for, as ſaid Anacharſis, That Ship is 
„let eich arrivetb fir ft at the Put. More-„ 
niſhe er, there is no certain time determined 
ratigh all Men to dye: But as we ſee in Fruit- 


me, tome are gathered ſooner than the 
ly. bers; ſo it is amongſt Men. There are 
ſayel me allo that ſay, we maſt honour the 
an ead by mourning for them, falling into 
zuſeiße Superſtition of the Jews, who holding 
locus Opinion, did hire certain Singers and 
is th Muſicians, to ſing Funeral- Songs for the 
f ou eath of their Friends; which our Lord 
 hanW<ſus did reprove in the Houſe of the 
ſconſ race of the Synagogue : and not without 
» an(Wauſe, for it is not good, in the praiſe of 
Conf a 
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a Body to mcurn for it : Complaints and 


- 


14 
—4 


Tears are rather Signs of Miſery than am 
thing elſe. We do not now weep for the! 


holy Martyrs, which yet we ſhou'd do, if 


in Tears there did conſiſt any Honour; 
but we honour them, by a remembrance 


D 


of them, with Bleſſing and Praiſing God 


for them; alſo when by Pain and Study we 
endeavour to follow them. If likewiſe we 
have a Friend whom we wiil honour after 


his Deati, it muſt not be with Tears and 
Lamentations, but rather by an honourable 
Mention which we are to make of him, and 


of his Vertues, and by a deſire which we 
have to imitate and follow his good and 
landable Courſe of Life. 

It is now time to conclude this Dil- 


courſe, and to reſolye on the precedent A 


N Reſi 
. 


F 


Reaſons; that we may neither fear nor fly} 


Death, but rather love and deſire it more} 
than Life, and prefer the Day of our Death 
before the Day of our Birth; for by our 


Birth we come to Pain and Affliction, and 
dying, we go to God, and to the Enjoy- 
ment of perpetual Reſt and Happiness. 
To which God of his infinite Mercy bring 
us all. Amen. 
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"*FReſurrection of the Dead; 
oy BOTH OF 
"yl The Jusr and Uxusr: 


Shewiag the 


i. 

ent AuTHOR and MANNER thereof. 
70 | 

hi Oraſmuch as in all times there have 


ng been ſome who have mocked at the 
TY Reſurrection, and have utterly denied it, 
10 Matth. 1 2. Afr 17. 1 Cor. 15. it is not 
"i without good cauſe, that the Apoſtle 
8. St. Paul doth ſo carefully teach us, that the 
58% Dead ſhall riſe again; for even as this 
Knowledge doth bring unto us great Joy 
and Conſolation, and doth give us a Will 
and Affection to follow unto the end le- | 
ſus Chriſt our Head and Spouſe, to be 4 | 
crow n- 


J 
* 
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crowned with him, with that eternal BeaWary it 
titude which God hath prepared for hiMain, tl 
Children, Matth. 25. So alſo thoſe thaipbolde: 
are not aſſured of the Reſurrection, whichich if 
is the Foundation of our Religion, ard, his 
leſs affectionate to follow the Lord, and it is 
to give themſelves to the exerciſe of a hoYany Di 
ly Life. And we muſt not doubt but thepily pre 
Wicked, who abandon themſelves to ar if th; 
Impiety againſt God, and who without ret, we 
morſe of Conſcience, do commit all ſortFrable, 


of Wickedneſs againſt their Neighbours or1d | 
they do it ſo much the more freely, wheni1tcd | 
they can perſwade themſelves that if the lation 


eſcape the Judgment of Men, they ſhallÞst alt! 
hear nothing of it after this Life. For ſee | ime, 
ing that to avoid only the Puniſhment oN. 8. 
the Magiſtrate in this World, they hide ame tha 
much as they can their Iniquities, thatpr Hea! 
they may not juſtly be convicted of them Men fre 
how much more do you think they, would Now 1 
be bridled from doing Evil, if they wereſſemu!t 
per{waded that although their Bodies die, 

yet their Souls ſhall remain immortal, #7, 
and ſhall endure the Judgment of Godpw diet 
which it hath deſerved; and that one Day Second 
their Bodies ſhall rife agaſn, that both Bo- P the E. 
dy and Soul may be eternally tormentedſ}ſ 7% 4 
in Hell, Heb. 10. by the juſt judgment th rai 
of God. Whereupon we may ſee how ne- Ihen ril 
ccllary 
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ſary it is to know that the Dead ſhall riſe 4 
ain, this Doctrine being the principal 
holder of the Chriſtian Religion; of 1 
hich if a Man be not altogether perſwa- = 
d, his Faith is vain and all is nothing. 
Id it is impoſſible to perſevere amongſt ſo | 
any Difficolties and Afflictions which are 


thSily preſent at the ſerving of the Lord: 4 
al r if the hope of the Reſurrection were 
re&Þt, we ſhould be of all Men the moſt mi- = 
"rt able, t Cer, 15. 19. feeing that in this | 
ars, 'orld the kaithful are orc inarily more 


ö 
flicted than the Wicked; but our Con- 4 
ation is in the Promiſe of jeſus Chriſt, | 
at although the World ſhall rejoyce for 
Lime, and that we ſhail weep, John 16, | 
m. 8. ſal. 37, and 73. the Time will | 


PFE 


e ahhme that our Head will viſit us, and rejoyce 
haſÞr Hearts with a Joy that ſhall never be 
n Wken from us. 

uid Now to underſtand this Article of Faith, 
ere muſt well conſider theſe three Points: 


= - __ - 
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12 * 4 = # n of n 
_— 


tal. Fir, We muſt know whether the Soul 
Jodlow dieth with the Body or no. 

Jay Secondly, Whether the Body returns fo 
Bo- the Earth that it cannot rife again. 
ted 7 -irdly, It it doth. rite, who is it that 


ent th raile it, and in what eſtate It ſhall be 
ne-Ihen riſen. 


We 
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We will begin with the Firſt, to » 
Whether the Soul now dies with the! 
dy? And that it does not, there is ainly! 
thing more evident, if we will but cone the 
der the following particulars: Firſt, I te p 
Death is often repreſented to us by Sle: a 
and the Saints that are dead, are ſaid ter int 
ſleep in Jeſus: Now as when the Boe, that 
ſleeps, the Soul ſleeps not, as appears iſed by 
the continual working of our Fancies Th 
Dreams, which every one experienchat the 
and which even Infants are not withoſd that 
as appears by their often Smiling . An 
Laughing in their ſleep. So alſo in Dea 
tho” the Body reſt in the Grave, and flee 
there till the Reſurrection, yet the 80 
fleeps not, but returns to the God tt 
gave it; from whom it immediately 
celves its particular Judgment; and ther 
fore the Apoſtle Paul deſired to be diſſhhich | 
ved; that is, that his Body might be ls but f 
in the Grave, that ſo his Soul might be wil * De 
Chriſt; being well aſſured that to be able ily be 
from tie Body was to be preſent with Wt the 
Lord. This alſo farther appears from 'Wreh, ai 
Relation St. Luke gives us of our Lori ption 
raiſing the Daughter of Jafrus to Lite afiſhle and 
ſhe was dead; which was done by caufihriſt ag 
the Spirit to return again; for upon IK | 

; Dea 


r, Tec 
e Thie 


th me 
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ne out of her; but when Jeſus rais'd 
r to Life, her Spirit came again, and 

aroſe ſtraightway, Luke 8. 39. Which 
ainly ſhews that the Soul was not dead, 
ethe Body, but only that ſhe was gone 
the Place, from which by the-command- 
leeſſent of Jeſus Chriſt ſhe came again to re- 
ter into her Body. Another Inſtance is 
oo that of Lazarus of Bethany, who was 
iſed by our Saviour in like manner, John 
© W. The Evangeliſt St, Zuke alſo declares, 
"Wat the Soul of Lazarm lives in Heaven, 
nos that of the evil rich Man in Hell, Luke 
. And the Lord dying, to ſhew that the 
zul was not ſubject to Death as the Body, 
d recommend his Soul to his Father, 
ke 22, Act, 7. St. Stephen, the firſt Mar- 
r, recommended his to Chriſt, Unto 
e Thief it was ſaid, This Day chow ſhalt be 


iich cannot be underſtood of the Bo- 
: C „ but ſhews that the Faithful dying, paſs 
m Death to Life. And therefore can 
bi'Wſly be underſtood of the Soul, ſeeing 
u "Wat the Body muſt firſt be brought to 
" *Wrth, and that it muſt put off all Cor- 
©""Wption, to riſe at the laſt Day Iacorru 
alle and in Glory, Aarth. 22. Thus Jeſus 
Wrilt. againſt the i who denied 
| the 


ath the Spirit had left the Body and was 


th me in Paradiſe, Luke 23. John 5. 6. 


a . - 2 "I * "4 
\ . A A y = 2 >» 
— 4 a 2 
— by » ' * * * 1 — q * m you n * 
4 


x DN = 3.5 * L 


— 1 Y . wal ' 
U ˙ AA ARE: _ on 


70 A Diſcourſe of the © 


the Immortality of Souls, ſhews that fo 
= aimuch as God calls himſelf, the God 
ebam, of Iſaac and of Jacob, Exod, 
= - iofallibly the Souls departed do live : i; 
= he is not the God of thoſe that are dead 
| - ſuch ſort, that they are no more, but he 
the God of thoſe that are, and that liv: 
and doth good to the Poſterity of thoſe th 
are, and not of thoſe that are not; whit 
cannot be underſtood but of their Sou! 
ſeeing that their Bodies were returned 
the Earth. Whereby we ſee that they d 
ceive themſelves grealty, that ſay that the 
Souls dye and remain with the Body whe 
they ſleep; alſo thoſe likewiſe who thi 
that they enter into other Bodies. Ex 
the Pagans,by natural Apprehenſions, ha 
believed that the Souls were immortal; 
we ſee that Euripides, in the Trage 
which he entituled Hecuba, doth decla 
Zit, when he brings in Polixena ſpeaking 
Heeuba, and dying, ſaying to her, Wi 
ſhall I Jay to Hector thy Huzband ? who v» 
dead, me anſwered her, Tell him that I. 
the moſt wretched in the World : And in tl 
which he entituled, The Supplicant, he ſay 
The Spirit ſhall return to Heaven. Likew| 
Pholicides ſays, That the Soul is immortal, 
living almays, waxeth not old, Pyrhagor 
in is golden Verſes, ſaid, If when 


ha 
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t fo 47 left the Body thou come#t into Heaven, 


od 2 ſhalt be as God, living always, and being 
od. Wo more mortal. C likewiſe writes f 
: it in his Book of Friendſhip, and in that 


livifof the Immortality of his Soul. We ſet 
e thilfthen that it is a thing moſt aſſured, that 
whithe Soul is immortal, as the Lord by his 
Sog Word, which is the infallible Truth, doth 
ed Whew us: And likewiſe, the Pagans, how 
Wignorant ſoever they were of the true Re- 
ligion, have well underſtood it. Where- 
tore thoſe that deny the Immortality of 
ouls, accuſe God of lying, and make 
themſelves in worſe eſtate than the Pa- 


" hat Pans. 
1; This Knowledge is a great Conſolation 
age the Faithful in all their Afflictions, and 


loth take from them the Fears of Death, 
inowing that their Souls being ſeparated 
rom their Bodies, live in Heaven, 1 Job. 2. 
n which account they are admoniſhed. 
ot to ſet their Affect ions upon the tranſi- 
ory things of this Life; and not to load 


einde that dying they may be raiſed up to 
/, Pod our Father, and Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 
a,0Fiour, unto whom we ought with a ſted- 
nt aſt Faith to recommend them. Now e- 
D 2 ven 


heir Souls with the Burden of Sin, to the 


forting himſelf in the hope Which be had 


—— — — 
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ven as the faithful do rejoyce at it, th 
Unfaithful on the other ſide, knowing the 
Souls to be immortal, are ſo much thy 
more fearful of Death; ſeeing the eternal 
»Pains, and Torments, "prepared for then 
= at their going forth of this World, Jam. 
1 Pet, 1, 4. So that which ſerveth to the 
Elect for Joy and Inſtruction, is unto thy 
Wicked nothing but Sorrow and Occaſioſ 
of Deſpair. — But we will now proceed 


. 
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to the ſecond Enquiry, viz. Whether thy f the \ 

Body returns ſo to the Earth, that it ca hat un 

not riſe again! zot be 

he Tr 

Now to anſwer to this Enquiry, bet! bas Ad 

conſider, that as touching the Body, it — 
1 


apparent that it is ſubject to dye, 4. we 
becauſe that we know thoſe that were 
= times paſt are dead, and that we ſee tho 

| of our time dye one after another ; 
principally ' becauſe our great Lord at 
Law-giver bas paſt a Sentence of Death! 
gainſt Adam and all his Peſterity, as a ji 


urſe th 
o all, t 
noch it 
o dye 
t more 
eing ri 


Ho 


reward of his Diſobedience, ſaying, D. And inc 
#hou art, and to Du5t thou ſhalt return, Gen. rehend 
19. The Apoſtle therefore ſays, Rom. .] tho 
12. That by Man Sin came into the World, 4 ans ne: 
by Sin Death; and ſo Death came unto ave dif 
Men, by reaſon that all have ſinned, al ut the 
| the Reward of Sin is Death, whereof t oe 1 bo 


44 * 
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our is uncertain unto us, Luke 12. Al- 
Whough we are certain that it is the Jour- 
rey that every Man muſt go, by reaſon 
What unto them all it is ordained to dye 


ull of Teſtimonies upon this Caſe, al- 
Whough it be well enough known of all by 
very Day's experience, Heb. 9. Job 14. 
WT he Pagans themſelves,without Inſtruction 
f the Word of God, have well under ſtood 
What unto Man Death is a thing that can- 
zot be avoided ; as Euripides ſhews it in 
he Tragedy of the Supplicants, ſaying, 
i. every Part of a Man muſt return from 


et! 

it WP Pence it came; the Spirit into Heaven, the 
wel ody into the E ertb; which is the Mother and 
e Nurſe thereof. Wherefore it isa thing known 


o all, that we muſt dye; but now by how 
noch it is eaſie to delieve, that neceſſity 
o dye is impoſed upon us, by ſo much is 


hit more difficult to believe, that our Bodies 
jo ©12g returned to Dult,, ſhall riſe again : 
Dnd indeed the. ſenſual Man cannot com- 
en. Prehend any thing therein, neither hath 
„ Day thought of it; as we ſee; that the Pa- 


gans never thought of it, although they 
ave diſputed of the Immoxtality of Souls. 
ut the Man that is regenerate by the 
pirit of God, doubts not but that the 


D 3 have 


Pace, Fof. 12. 1 Kings 2. The Scripture is 


ord can raiſe the Dead, ſeeiag he will 
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/ muſt then ſee how the Scripture doth aſ- 
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as of the Wicked, ſhall riſe again, the firſt 
to be crowned with Glory, the other with 


wa 
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have it ſo, and that nothing can hindern w 
his Will, Fſal. 115. For as, ſaith the Pro- e Wh 
phet, he doth what he will, Apoc, 4. WeſWeclare: 
aiah, il 
lect, f 
ain with 
abitant: 
Dew of 


ſure us, that the Bodies as well of the Good 


perpetual Infamy, Dan. 12. For to teach 


= us the Reſurrection, it compares Death Worth the 


to a Sleep, as hath been already ſaid ; toute his 
the end that we may be certain that as the rom tt 
Bodies, after they have laboured ſnall reſt ring th 
by Sleep, that they being awaked may with Wiven t! 
ſo mych more Alacrity return to work; ſoy the | 
when we mall have made an end of this s the L 
preſent Life, our Bodies ſhall be brought Weliver 
to the Tomb, as in a Bed of reſt, to riſe Moni an. 
again from thence at the latter Day, and and. 
be put into their Place. Job, prophecying We Du f 
of the Reſurrection, the which he did eber co 
brmly believe, ſays, 7 know that my Redeem- Whoſe wh 
er liveth, and that be will ſtand up at the latter Prightne, 
Day upon the Earth, and altho after my Skin thu o perſw 
Body ſhall be devoured by Worms, yet with my Ptars for 
Fleſh ſhall I ſee God; I ſhall behold him, and my Nes t 
Eyes ſhalt look upon him, and none other for me, File aga 
alrhongh my Reins are conſumed within me, NMatth. 
Job 14 & 19. David foretels the Reſur- Bl hat z/ 
rection of Chriſt, by whom we ſhall riſe Pr be | 
again; the which was figured by this, that Pen him 
Jonas 


— 


der ona, was three Days and three Nights in 
ro- Ie Whale's Belly, as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
We eclares it; John 2. Matth. 1 2. the Prog 
al-W/aiah,in the 26th Chapter, ſpeaking of the 
od Wet, ſaith, Thy Dead fhall live, and riſe a- 
irſt an with my Body. Awake and rejoyce, ye In- 
1th Wabirants of the Duſt, for thy Dew is as the 


ach Dew of the Fields, and the Earth fhall- caſt 


ath Worth the Dead. The Lord, willing to aſ- 
to ſure his People I/rael, that delivering them 
the from the Captivity of Babylon, he would 
eſt Þring them back into the Land which he had 
1th Wiven them, he ſaid unto them in a Viſion, 
py the Prophet, Ezck. 37. that as certain 
s the Dead ſhall riſe, fo certainly will he 
leliver them from the Captivity of the Ba- 
jlonians to ſet thein in Peace in their own 
and, Daniel ſaith, That thoſe that ſleep in 


18 be Duſt ſhall wake, ſome to eternal Life, and 


lid Withers to perpetual Shame and Infamy; and 
n- Whoſe which have been wiſe, ſhall ſhine as- the 
ter Prightnef of the Firmament, and thoſe which 
hu to perſwade Man to Righteouſneſs ſpall” be as 
my Pars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. ſjeſus Chriſt 
my News the Sadduces, thit t:, Dead ſhall 
we, File again, becauſe that Goc, ig their God, 
we, Matth. 28. In St. John, CE ap. S. he ſaith, 
r- That the Wil of his Father wo ſent him, is, 
iſe Fat he ſhall loſe nothing of ul that be hath Li- 
at Pen him; but that be | ,gft: raiſe it up at the 


145 Oz latter 
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St. Paul, comfort one anot ver with theſe Word. 
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latter Day. The Apoſtle declares, that 
Chrift is riſen again for our Juſtification 
Then he ſaith, that even as we dye in Adam, 
fo we ſhall riſe again, and ſhall! be quickned in 
Chri#, Rom. 4. 5,6. 1 Cor. 15. For ſeeing 
that he who is the Life, when he was put 
into the Tomb, thereby made many to 
riſe again, by much more reaſon now, be- 
ing riſen again and glorified, will he raiſe 
us again, John 19. Pſal 36. Matt.27. In 
like manner he declares, that he bat be- 
lirves that Jeſus is dead, and riſen af ain (of 
which we have the ſureſt Teſtimonies) 
ought by the ſame Parity of Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that God will bring fFom the Grave thoſt 
that ſlerp in Jeſus, who all from thenceforth 
ever live with the Lord: Wherefore , ſays 


That is, let this be your Conſolation in 
the midſt of all your Trials, Afflictions, 
and Troubles, upon Earth, That they can- 
not laſt long, but muſt end with your Life, 
when you ſhall deſcend into the Grave, 
where you ſhall not long remain, but the 
ſame Power that raiſed your bleſſed Re- that w 
deemer from thence ſhall have the ſame ef- the Bu 
fect on you, and likewiſe raiſe you from and th 
the Dead, and you fhall be joyned with ICreatu 
Chriſt your Head, and live with him in e- Tit ſelf 


verlaſting Glory. This is the very Sum of {Which 
our 
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r Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the higheſt 
Pint of our Faith. 
All humane Wiſdom, (which is Folly * 
fore God) Matth, 24. 25. cannot per- 
ade themſelves, that the Bodies which 
e returned into Deſt, can riſe again, 
Cor. 15. Phil. 7. nor thoſe which have 
be · Deen bur ned, whereof the Aſhes have been 
aiſeſWiſperſed with the Winds, 2 Cor. 5. At 2. 
In. nor thoſe which have been devoured by 
be- Birds and by Beaſts, and digeſted and re- 
luced to Dung, 1 Thef. 3! nor thoſe which 
ave periſhed in the Waters, Which have | 
deen Food for Fiſhes, 1 Per. 1. 1 Cor. i. But the Ml 
ord by that which he hath already done, | 
ro plainly ſheweth, that hereafter it ſhall be = 
ys (ery eaſie for him to do what he will with ⁵ 
4%, Pur Bodies; for ſeeing he hath made all 
in things of nothing, can he not make that to ³⁵⁸ü 
5, return to Life, which hath already deen? 
n- Ven. 1. Pſal. 33. And as he made Man firſt } 
e, Jof the Earth, can he not as well make him 
o riſe again from it? Gen. 1. In the be- 
ic Nginning the Earth was ſo obedient to him, 
. that when he commanded it to bring forth 
. Ithe Bud of the- Herbs that beareth Sced, 
n and the fructify ing Tree, and the living 1 
h Creature, Beaſts, and Worms, Cc. it of 
It ſelf, immediately brought forth that 
f vbich before had never been; how muck» 
D 5 mer 
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| manded the. Fiſh to caſt up Jonas, Jon, 2: 
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more eaſily by the Commandmeat of God} 


may it reſtore many which have alreadf pe 
abr, 


been, and ſhall be returned into it? Joh 
11;- We ſee that although Lazarus of Bi. 
thania, had already been three Days in th 


„Earth, yet when the Lord commanded 


him to come out of the Earth, preſently 
it was done: He himſelf alſo roſe again 


from the Earth the third Day, to aſſure 


us, that he will raiſe us again, Matth. 28 
Apoc. 1. For as Death could not overcome 
Jeſus Chriſt; but that he is riſen, ſo ſhall 
it not be able to hinder his Members from 
riſing again, becauſe that he hath as muct 
Power over the Dead as over the Living, 
Nom. 4. Gal. 1. 1 Theſſ. 1. 4. If God hath 
raiſed the Head, it followeth, that he will 
alſo raiſe the Body; which we are, if we 
believe. When we conſider that be hin- 
derid-the ſo hot burning fiery Furnace 
from doing any hurt to Shadrack,  Meſhake, 
and Abednego, Dan. 3. we ſhall not find 
it an impoſſible thing to God, to make 
them riſe again, which have been buried, 
that they may be re-united unto their Souls 
And he that ſhut the Lyons Jaws, becauſe 
they ſhould do no harm to Daniel, Dan. 6. 
ſhall be able to raiſe thoſe again which 
have been devoured. . And he who com- 
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FP Surrection of the Dead. 7 "7 ; 
3 aw * dauſe the Sea to obey him, ben | 
command it to caſt up his Dead. - 


" 1th of the Reſurrection, knowing that 
15 Ader Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
F-rincipalities, nor powers, nor Things 5 
preſent, Rom. 's: nor Things to come, nor 
Heighth, nor Depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture, can ſeparate him from the Love Wi 
which God beareth him, in Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Rev. 20. For the Sea. muſt caſt 
up thoſe dead Bodies which are in it, and 
Death, and the Grave, thoſe which are 
in them; for as much as the Lord hath the 
Keys of the Grave aud of Death, having 
Power of them. 1 
Moreover, God cannot be True, nor 
truly Wiſe, nor Almighty, nor Juſt, if 
he doth not raiſe*the Dead; and by con- 
ſequence cannot be God. And fo who de- 
nieth the Reſurrection, denieth alſo that 
there is a God; for ſeeing by his Word he 
promiſeth to raiſe up the Dead, if he do 
it not, he is not True. And ſeeing that he 
declares that he will have it, if he doth it 4 
not, it follows, that it is for wantiof Know- 
ledge, and of Power, and ſo ſhall neither 
be truly Wiſe nor Almighty. Allo he 
cannot be juſt, if he doth not render to 1 
every one that which he promiſeth 2 
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for the Author to the Hcbrews ſaying tha 
God is, faith alſo that he is a Rewardeli 
of thoſe that ſeek him, Heb. 11 Matth. 10 


Hari 8. Luke 9, Now in this World, the 


as Men condemned to Death, aud being 
made a Spectacle to the World, to the An- 
gels, and to Men, 1 Cor. 4,9. Joh. 16. As 
our Saviour alſo ſaith to his Diſciples, You 
all weep and lament, and the World ſhall re. 
Ice, 2 Tim. 3. And the Apoſtle declares, 


"that whoſoever will live godly in Chriſt, 


be ſhall endure Affliction, Act, 5. 20, 21. 
We lee that the Apoſtles and thoſe which 
received their Doctrine, have almoſt al- 
ways been in continual A fflictions, Col. 1, 
Heb; 10. 11, In our time the Afflictions 
of the Faithful have been notorious, that 
there is none ſo imple but may ſee them, 


= atth.s. Mark 14. 1 Cor. 10, 11. 1 Thef. 
= 1. 3.. On the contrary, the Wicked, in- 


= ſtead of receiving their Puniſhment in this 
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World, are ordinarily ware at eaſe than 
we Faithful, and do flouriſh like the Bay- 
tree, as ſaith the Prophet, Pſalm 37. 
= Wherefore there muſt neceſſarily be ano- 


ther Place where the Good ſhall be recom- 


penced with Joy, and the Wicked with 


juſt, 


Sorrow, otherwiſe God cannot be : 
N14 | 4 2 — 4 and 
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tha ad Chriſt muſt have dyed in vain. | 4 
dei But ſome one will ſay, God doth ac- 
10MWcompliſh his Promiſes upon the Souls of ³⁵⁶ 
thethe Juſt, and his Threatnings upon thoſe 
Mi-Wof the Unjuſt, and by that means God 
ew,EWwill not ceaſe to be juſt, although he do 
ing not raiſe again the Bodies of Men, As to 
\n-Mthis, we muſt conſider, that if it be ſo, 
As that a free retribution is done to the Soul, 
You as (according to the Promiſe of God) it 
re · Fought to be done to the Juſt, and Puniſh» 
es, ment ĩs juſt ly inflicted upon the Soul of the 
it, MReprobate, to the end that the Juſtice of 
. 1, God may be ſafe; ſo muſt it alſo of neceſſity 
ich be, that the Bodies be recompenced, ſome 
al- Ewith Honour, others with Diſdain, to the Wl 
1. Mead that God may remain juſt for ever. 
ns For even as the Soul of Man renewed by the 
at Holy Ghoſt, giveth it ſelf to ſerve God, fo 
n, doth the Body, when it ceaſeth from e- 
e. vil doing, and is many times martyr'd for Ml 
n- Eprofeſſing his Name, Ways and Worſhip, 
is Kev. 12. For example, we have the Pro- 
in Ephets, Kom. 6. Acts J. St. Stephen, the A- 
„ Epolthes and ſo many Martyrs, and true 
7. Pervants of God, whoſe Bodies have ſuf- 
tered in the Service of God, Rev. 6. 8. In 
like manner as the Spirit of the Wicked 
h doth employ it ſelf only to offend God, ſo 
; Rex iſe they employ their Bodies to re: 


* 
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Filthineſs and Iniquity, and to do all Evilis pa 
Nom. 6. 7. Therefore juſt it is that the Bo her, 
dies of the Saints which ſerved God, and . the /, 
the Wicked which diſobeyed God, ſhoulWyſe t 
both be raiſed by him to receive accordingW4outh 
to What they have done for, or agaiaſtWnd fo 
him. | ea, | 
Furthermore, They whodeny the Reſur-Mrain, / 
rection of the Body, do likewiſe make thefMChriſt 
Incarnation and bodily Paſſion of Jeſu ing o 
Chriſt unprofitable. For if the Body doflwe ſhe 
not riſe again, what needed he to take hu. rine. 
mane Nature upon him, and to ſuffer ni mould 
it, to deliver our Bodies from the everla-Mting | 
ſting Curſe? Seeing that if it were ſo, thatMther t 
the Bodies being dead, ſhould ſo return te Thine 
the Earth, that they ſhould have no more reſt ia! 
being, and ſo could neither enjoy Happi- that v 
neſs nor ſuffer Pains and Sorrows; had ii unto 1 
not been enough, that he had onhy ſuffer · ¶ we ha 
ed his Soul, being heavy to Death, for to] clares 
deliver the Souls from Hell? Mark 14 Wiat 
Whoſoever then denies the Reſurrection dead, 
of the Body through Ignorance, makes the the D 
Humanity of Chriſt unprofitable, and ac-¶ gain; 
cuſeth God the Father of Cruelty, as if he mall x 
had taken Pleaſure to ſee his well-beloved Ill they 
Son ſo cruelly uſed, without having (for I God, 
his part) deſerved it, and without any Be- The 
neſt to the Elec; he maketh him alſo * dye | 
| g 
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is part) a Lyar with reſpect to his Fa- 
Sher, becauſe he ſays, That he will raiſe his 
. the left Day- In like manner doth he ac- 
aſe the Holy Ghoſt alſo, which by the 
outh of the Prophets hath prophecied 
nd foretold the Reſurrection of the Dead. 
ea, he rendreth the Chriſtian Religion 
ur. rain, for if the Dead do not riſe again, 
e theſis N hriſt alſo is not riſen; and ſo the preach- 
ſin ing of the Apoſtles ſhould be falſe, and 
* de hould be abuſed to believe their Do- 
Arine, and thoſe which are dead in Chriſt 
T uf Fhould be caſt away, i Cor. 15. The Lord ht- 
la ting himſelf to our Capacity, as the Mo- 
thatWther to the Child, teacheth us Cœleſtial 
n tot Things, by the compariſon of Things Ter- 
ore reſtial, to the end we might comprehend 
pi that which otherwiſe is iacomprehenfible 
a u unto us. And touching the Matter which 
fer. ¶ we have now in hand, the Prophet E/ay de- 
"0 clares unto us, E/ai. 19., That even as in 
14 Winter the Graſs of the Field ſeems to be 
101 dead, and in the Spring, after it hath felt 
the the Dew, it ſprings and waxeth green a- 
ac-W gain; ſo likewiſe our- Bodies being dead. 
be fhall riſe a in; when at the latter Day 
ed Ml they ſhall feel the Dew of the Grace of 
or God, —— the Voice of the Son of Man. 
e- The Apoſtle ſaith, that as the Seed muſt 
or dye before it be quickened, and ma th 
Tlie 


Eu 


oul | 


again, for whom he dyed, to the end to 
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W riſeth by virtue of the Sap which it hath had path 
in the Earth, in greater Glory than it was f the! 
= ſown, 1 Cor. 15. ſo likewiſe all Men muſt before 
= dye, that they may riſe again, the Elect in n a Sex 
greater Glory than they were ſet upon the les in 
Earth, by the virtue of the eternal Spirit Whe De 
= of Jeſus , in whom they dyed, Rom. 1. Jo the 

= Theſ. 4. the Reprobate in greater Diſho- I King 
nour than they were before, by virtue Mhat n 
of the immortal Spirit of Satan, in whom Ide 50 
= they are departed. For ſeeing the Lord Which 
= doth excellently unfold his Power towards Put ths 
tze inſenſible Creatures, we ought not to ody a 
doubt, but he hath at the leaſt as much Will Nov 
to new his Power in making them to riſe {hat tl 
hich 

Wome | 
the Re 
ato th 


4 crown them with Glory; and his Enemies 
to be cover'd with Shame and Infamy, ſee- 
ing they have ſo much diſhonoured him. 


Wen a Nut, or the Kernel of a Pear or into © 
= Apple is rotted in the Ground, God cau- give u 
= ſcth it to riſe again to a great Tree, to bear Iſhewet 
= much more Fruit, being riſen again, than Konly tc 
it did before; and a Grain of Wheat, being 5 ri 

they h 


pet into the Ground, and dying, brings 
th much Fruit, John 12. Do we think change 


| 1 that the Lord hath not as great Power to this Ce 


raiſe up Men, as he hath to raiſe theſe Things Hand th 

ſo ſmall, and as it were of no value? Shall Wed up 

it not be as eaſie for him to raiſe us again, as i Cor 1 
«1982 IN it 
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bath been eaſie to him to draw us forth 
f the Matrix of our Mother alive, where 
before we were born) we were as it were 
Da Sepulchre ? If the Prophets and Apo- 
the tles in the Name of God have raiſed up 
irit he Dead, P/al. 18. ſhall it be impoſlible 
. 1. Mo the Lord by his Power to raiſe them? 
ho- King: 4. Ad, . Let us aſſure our ſelves, 
tue What nothing can ſeparate the Body and 
om he Soul of the Faithful, from the Love 
Ord Hrhich God beareth them, neither hinder, 
rds put that he ſhall make the Wicked both in 
to ody and Soul to be his Foot- ſtool, 

i Now by reafon that the Apoſtle ſaith, 
iſe that the Body which is ſown is not that 
to Which riſeth again, 1 Cor, 15: there are 
les Nome that will infer thereupon, that at 
e- the Reſurrection our Souls ſhall not return 
m. Wato thoſe Bodies which now we have, but 
or into other Bodies which the Lord ſhall 
u- ive us. But the Apoſtle in that place: 
ar Wheweth us, that he fpeaks not that, but 
in only to ſhew us, that although our Bodies 
g ſnall riſe in the ſame ſubſtance which now 
they have, they ſhall notwithſtanding be 
K changed in Quality and Glory; ſeeing that 
this Corruption muſt put on Incorruption, 
Ss Wand that this Mortality ſhall be ſwallow- 
Ul Wed up of Life, and put on Immortality, 
: Cor 15, declaring that they ſhall be 1 
| ſe] 
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ſelf ſame Bodies in Subſtance but divers i whor 
Qualities. And the ſame Apoſtle ſaithM+ us c 
Phil. 3. Chriſt will transform this vile Body Tha 
that it may be made like umto his glorious Bod rithe 1 
according to the Power by which he is able M 1p Ch 
make all things ſubjeF unto himſelf. Where. ral B 
on followeth, that as Jeſns Chriſt roſe „ Cat} 
gain in the ſame Body, which was crucihedW h 71 
for us, being cleanſed and difcharged of all o 

Infirmity ; ſo alſo we ſhall rife again in the in 
lame Bodies which now we have in this 194; 
World. and which are ſubject to Cold, Heat, ſpall r 
Hunger, Thirſt, Poverty, Sickneſs, Baniſh- 
ment, Impriſonment, and ſuch like Ad- 
verſities; being cleanſed and difrobed of 
all that-which by reaſon. of Sin did cauſe ns 
any Grief; for the Juſtice of God cannot 
conſiſt without remunerating the Bodies 
of thoſe that have fought for his Glory, in 
crowning his Graces in them, and pu- 
niſhing. thoſe which have laboured to of- 
fend him. Moreover, We ſee that thoſe 
which the Prophets and Apoſtles, and Je- 
fus Chriſt "himſelf have raiſed again, it 
Hath been in the ſelf ſame Bodies in the 
which they had lived defore. Who doubts 
but thoſe that roſe again at theDeath of 
our Lord, did riſe in the ſelf ſame Bodies 
which they had before; for otherwiſe how 


mould they have been known by thoſe 
to 
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W whom they did appear? The Apoſtle 
Wt us out of doubt of it, ſaying, 1 Cor. 
g. That if the Spirit of him who raiſed Jeſus 
the Dead, doth dwell in us, he that bath rai- 
up Chriſt from the Dead, will alſo quicken our 
* Bodies, becauſe his Spirit awelleth in us; 
ſaith moreover, that the Body which 
ſown in Corruption, ſhall riſe again in Incor- 
prion. It is ſown in Diſhonour, it ſhal riſe 
pain in Glory; it is ſown in Weakneſs, it ſhall 
ſe again in Power : It is ſown a natural Body, 
ſhall riſe a ſpiritual Body : Wherefore we 
Jueht to believe, that the Bodies which 
gow we have, ſnall be the ſelf ſame which 
all riſe again in the ſame ſubſtance, but 
he earthly Qualities ſhall be changed into 
eavenly ; which is no ſmall Conſolation, 
teins that we love our Bodies ſo much, 
d WM Bithough that in this World they be laden 
pu- With ſo many Miſeries. But thus much 
of- or the ſecond Enquiry. I ſhall now pro- 
ole teed to ſay ſomething to the third, viz. 
je- ¶ Who is it that doth raiſe the Body ? and inwhat 
it Hate and Condition ſhall it be when riſen ?. 
ne Firſt then, As touching the Author 
Ns Wi the Reſurrection, the Scripture doth 
of Weclare unto us , that God the Father 
u the beginning made Man by his Word, 
phich is his Son, John 1, and having 
made. his Body , breathed into him a li- 
| ving - 
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And when the Son of Righteouſneſs ſha 
come in Judgment to judge the Quick anF 
Dead, Mal. 4. the Sun ſhall wax dark, ang 
the Moon ſhall not yield her light, and 
the brightneſs of the Stars ſhall be ſeen n 


more than if they were fallen from HeavenW, alſo 
and the Virtues which are in the Heaven ich 
as the Stars, the Planets, and other cœleq being 


ſtial Creatures, with Heaven and Eartit wie 
mall be ſhaken," Lale 21. Rev, 6, then ties 
Sea and her Waves ſhall roar after an un ball | 
accuſtomed manner, 2 Pet. 3. and when theſecink 
Order of Nature ſhall be changed, tho Th 
ſhall be the Sigas of the coming of the Sonfff;1.Q+ a 
of Man, Matth. 16. And when that Jeſuſl the L 
Chriſt, the Son of God, ſhall come, who for, a 
took humane Nature upon him in the Vir. The 
gin's Womb, Lie 1. Ad, 1. he ſhall come 
In the ſame Body, wherewith he did con- and þ 
verſe here below upon the Earth, before have 
and after his Death, as he himſelf declares, hall 
calling himſelf the Son of Man, ſent ot 
God his Father, Marth, 24. Mark 13. (Who Heac 
gave him Power to do Judgment, in {0 
much as he is the Son of Man) Luke 24. bis 
John 8. ſet above the Clouds, at the — 

an 


11. 3 
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a 


: 
i and of the Power of God, Mark 16. 24. 
1 Theſſ. 4. accompanied with the Voices | 


wh WW Archangels, and of Angels, with God's 


5 ſha 
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rumpets, Rev. 1. and all Eyes ſhall be- 
old him, Matth. 24. for he will cauſe his 
lien to appear in Heaven, 1 Cor. 1 5, and his 
'oice to be heard, even of thoſe that have 
een put into their Graves, to the end that 


rt they may riſe again, 1 Thefſ. 4. And 


IT "Whoſe which ſhall be found living ſhall hear 
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ven 
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Son 


eſus 


ho 


Fir- 


t alſo, to the end they may be tranſlated, 
hich unto them ſhall be a kind of Death, 


Peing changed from a mortal and corrup- = 
Fible, to immortal and incorruptible Bo- ll 


Nies, 1 Cor, 15. and ſhall riſe again, and 
all be changed in a Moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye. 

This Day ſhall not ſurprize the Elect 
that are in the Light, becauſe it ſhall be 
the Day which they have ſo long waited 
for, and wiſhed, with the other Creatures, 
1 Theſſ. 5. 1 John 1. For to thoſe who have 
overcome Satan by the Blood of the Lamb 
and by the Word of their Teſtimony, = 
have not loved their Lives to Death, 
ſnall bring unto them an unſpeakable fy 
Rev. 12. 21. making them lift up their 
Heads aloft, ſeeing their perfect Delive- 
rance come. For their Saviour ſhall ſend 
bis Angels with a great Sound of Trum- 
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pets, to gather them together, how | 
in ſunder ſoever they be from the fol 
Winds, even from the End of the Ear 
to the End of Heaven, Luke 22. Rom, 
And then they ſhall be altogether caug 
within the Clouds, to meet the Lord 
the Air, 2 Thef. 4, he joyned with tlie 
Head, as Members af dis Body, and ſh: 
be always with him, who will ſepara 
them from the Reprobates, as the She; 
herd doth the Sheep from the Goat: 
Matth. 25. to put them both in Body an 
Soul in full poſſeſſion of the everlaſtin 
Heritage and HEE by them fo lon! 
hoped for. 


The Eſt ate of the Eleft that are riſen again, 


He Bodies of the Ele&, which ſhal 

then be riſen again in triumph, ſhal 
be changed, not in Subſtance but in Qua: 
lity, being diſcharged of their earth 
Heavineſs, to be made ſpiritual Bodies, 
1 Cor, 15. to the end they may be fit fo 
the heavenly Habitation; where they have 
no need of Meats which do corrupt, Rev. 7, 
for they ſhall be no more hungry, no! 
thirſty, and they ſhall dye no more, but 
mall uſe the heavenly Food, which is the 


Word of God; they ſhall alſo be * 
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from the Bondage of Sin, to be for 
fol er made Servants of Righteouſneſs. For 
Earle are the two principal Things which 
» Wider Man from beholding the Face of 
2d, this heavy earthly Body, and inte- 
rd Nous Sin. And for the firſt, we ſee that 
tlelde Lord ſaid to Moſes, Exod. 33. whowas 
' {hiMfirous to ſee him, Man ſhall not fee me 
ara the Earth and live, As for the other, 
he wit, Sin, it was-the cauſe that the 
oatMicked Angels were caſt down from Hea- 
auen, and Man out of Paradiſe, Gen. 3. for 
ſtin here is no Communion between God and 
lonMWinful Man. Wherefore the Faithful ſhall 

ve a ſpiritual Body, diſcharged and pu- 

ned from all Sin. There ſhall alſo be no 
ain, Defect in their Bodies, nor Imperfection, 

d all Deformit and Vice, which cometh 
ſha Sin, ſhall be done away; for the Lord 
nal ill transform their vile and contemptible 
a odies, and make them conformable and 
thuhzde unto his glorious Body, Phil. 3, 1 Joh. 3. 
lies Woreover, they ſhall no more ſuffer any 
for orments, pins, Sickneſs, nor any other 
mare Averſe thing, becauſe there ſhall be no 
„. „Pore Mourning, nor Weeping, nor La- 
nor ouring; for the Lord will wipe away all 
but ears from their Eyes. And there ſhall 
theſ*ppen no more Corruption to them by, 
Ve- Peath, Rev. 25. whereof there ſhall be no 
red more 
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more remembrance, Lai. 25. but be 
made immortal, they ſhall be made inc 
ruptible, Rev. 7. 21. and delivered fia 
all ſuffering, to be in a happy ſtate { 
ever. 

Their Soul, which before was a livii 
Soul, Gen. 2. ſhall be changed into a quig 
ning Spirit, 1 Cor. 15. then it ſhall be d 
livered from all Sorrows, Griefs, Anno 
Perturbations and Fear, which-came thr 
Sin, Pſalm 61. and ſhall be ſet in Reſt, Jo 
Conſolation , Happineſs, and perpety 
Aſſurance, without being any more pe 
plexed or defiled with troubleſom Aff 
ctions. 

Then being put in ſo excellent an! 
ſtate, beth of Body and Soul, the Ima! 
of God ſhall truly ſhine upon them, havi 
this Power to ſerve God, being perfect 
wiſe, holy, pure, irreprehenſible, inn 
cent, without ſpot, 1 Cor, 1, good, jull 
true, immortal and incorruptible, bein 
reſplendant in Glory and Honour, befor 
the Throne of God, Col. 1. 

The which ſhall be the White Veſtur 
wherewith St. John ſaith, Fev, 14.21. the 
ſhall be cloathed , which is the pure ant 
ſhining Veſtments, Kev. 3. 4. 6. 7. whid 
is the Rightcouſnels of the Saints that ſha 


hold the Palms in their Hands, in fi ag 
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ory, Rev. 19. After that, the Books 
Wing opened, they ſhall hear the Voice 
Wl of Meekneſs, Rev. 7. Grace and Mer- 
,receiving, in the preſence of the Wick- 
BW. who judged them the Out-caſts of the 
Wrth, the Sentence of eternal Bleſſing, 
ing found written in the Book of Life, 
Which is the Book of the Lamb, - Sap. 4. 5. 
Wing cloathed with the Innocency of Jeſus 
tarWhriſt, 1 Cor. 4. and having the Name of 
+ JMWeir Father written in theit Foreheads, 
ev. 13. 21. they ſhall be with Chriſt the 
pouſe, 2 Cor. 5. crowned with the incor- 
ptible Crown of Life, and eternal Glory, 
oc. 14. being pronounced the Sons and 
ieirs of God, and Co-heirs with Jeſus 
briſt, Rev. 2. and Judges with him of 
wine apoſtate Angels, 2 Tim. 4. and of the 
deprobate, 1 Pet. 5. for all Power and 
udgment is ſo given to the Son, Rom. 8. 
al. 4. that they will participate in this 
lonour, as his Aſſiſtants, Wiſd. 3. they 
all be put in Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom 
f Heaven, Aarth, 19. having praiſe of 
0d, Luke 22. which is the incorruptible 
Heritage, 1 Cor. 6. which cannot contami- 
Mpate, nor whither, and which is preſerved 


n Wand as the Sun, Marth. 25. and as the Stars 
lcd 5 E for 
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Wa Heaven for them, Jokn 5. they ſhall 
Mine therein as the Firmament, Rev. - 2. 
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for ever, 1 Cor. 4. then they ſhall be 
their Right in the Tree of Life, 2 
ſhall enter into the new cœleſtial Feral 
lem, in the which there ſhall be no Tei 
ple, for the Lord Almiyhty is the Temp 
thereof, and the Lamb. They ſhall be] 
it everlaſting Kings and Prieſts, offerit 
Sacrifices of Praiſe and Thanskgiving un 
the Lord. Then being in the Houſe: 
God, which is the bleſſed Houſe which t 
Faithful have in Heaven, which is nt 
made with Hands, 2 Cor. 5. they ſhi 
be filled with the magnificence of the Lord 
and ſhall bud like the Olive branch, as 
bloſſom like the Palm, and like the Cedi 
which is in Lebanus, Pſal. 16. 17, 5 2. ak 
92+ being immortal and incorruptible, 2 
ſhall not be importuned by Satan, to 
and offend God. The Face of God hid; 
is the Fountain of Light, 1 Cor. 13. ! 
River-of Pleaſure,' P/al. 16. and Oceant 
Goodneſs, Rev. 22. they ſhall ſee, whi 
ſhall give them ſuch great and perfect Jo 
that all the Joys which may be compare 
to that, are but as a Sparkle compared t 
a great Fire, Mark 9. It will make the! 
forget all terreſtial Things, and whatPle: 
ſure ſoever they could take in them in ti 
World, and they ſhall not remember as 
thing that may bring them 3 * 

rie 
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live with him; and if we ſuffer with him, we ful", 
reign with him, 2 Tim. 2. and ſhall be glorif. Meal le 
ed with him, Rom. 8. Of theſe Promiſes tie Ch 
Children of God need not douht; for ſee. Mich 
ing that the Lord when he died, gave Par: rope 
W diſc to the Thief, will he not as aſſured uten k 
4 1 * it to thoſe to whom he hath promiſe! leſh « 
3 


When he ſhall come into ſuch great = 


ore \ 


= Glory and Majeſty ? And now being wit 
= ..him, and ſeeing him as he is, they ſhall" 
= -havea much greater Joy than had the Dis K 
ciples who ſoaw him transſignred; thej anal 
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have been, with whom they have not con 
; verſed in this World. For if it beſo that 
in the Transfiguration of our Lord, whicif 
was but a little Demonſtration, as welle 
the Glory of the Body of leſus, as of th 
Eſtate and Condition, in which the Chi 
den af God ſhall be in Heaven, (for the 
meanneſs and infirmity could not have bee 
able to ſee the incomprehenſible Majeſty 
of the Lord, without being deſt royed)ti 
Apoſtles, although they had never {ct 
the Body of Elia and of Hoſes, yet neve! 
theleſs knew them. How much ſoon 
1 ſhall the Elect know one another, whit 
= . they ſhall be endued with this perfect Kno- 
N -ledge and Intelligence of the Image 
= . God, which ſhall! be in them? And if 
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leſh of his Fleſh; although the Lord took 
he Rib from him without his feeling it; 
All not we in this admirable Glory have 
ore Wiſdom to know each other? Now 

„is Knowledge ſhall be diſrobed of all 


7 arnal and corrupt Affection; for the E- 
eic dect ſtall not be known for loving the one 
con nore than the othea, or hating one Re- 
tha {Probate more than another, or in calling to 


mind the Injuries and Diſpleaſures which 
ney may have received in this World. 


F th But they ſhall love directly, without re- 
Chit pect of Perſons, thoſe which God loveth, 


ad ſhall hold in abomination thoſe which 
10d ſhajl deteſt, for then all Paternity, 
Veſt Brotherhood, and Marriage ſhall be abo- 
a)th lied, and there ſhall be but God a- 
ene, Father of all, whoſe Children we 
** Inall be, and Brothers and Siſters one to a- 
Honchother: the Children of God ſhall be made 
whe rtakers of the Divine Nature, for God 
noo} "all be glorified in his Saints, and ſhall be 
nude admirable to thoſe, that have he- 
eyed. Wherefore ſeeing God wi com- 
E 3 municate 


it 
da 
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uſneſs to his Elect, imparting himſelf un- 
to them; let us know, hat this Benefit 
contains the Soveraign Good of Man,which 
all deſire, and which the Wiſdom of Man 
could never comprehend. And indeed 
when by all the Similitudes which the 
gcripture doth teach us, we ſhall have ſaid 
and learned muchof the Excellency of the 


Children of God, it is almoſt nothing in 


compariſon of that which ſhall then ap- 


= pear; ſurely then theApoſtle with thePro- 


phet hath good reaſon, havinz taſted in 
Spirit, the ineftimable Glory of the Elett 
in the heavenly Life, to ſay, The thing 
which Eyes bath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, and 
lich is not come into the Htart of Man, art 
thoſe which God hath prepared for them that love 
bim which are unſpeakable ; and it is im- 
poſſible for Man to tell them. For al- 
though Adam was created in a very noble 
= Eſtate, yet ſo it is, that if the Elect were 
to re-aſſume that Eftate, they ſhould be 
miſerable, in regard of the ſoveraign Ex- 
celency in which they ſhall be ſet. 
For Firſt, he had an carthly and natu- 


ritual and cœleſtial Bodies, 1 Cor. 15. 
2. He had a living Soul, they ſhall have 
a quickning Spirit. 


3. He 


municate his Glory, Virtue and Righte. | 


ral Body, Ger. 2. the Elect ſhall have ſpi · 
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3. He could fail and render himſelf ſub- 
Nec to Death, they ſhall not be able to 
eſit Mail, nor all in danger of Death, 1 Cor. 
ich 5. the which then ſhall be aboliſhed. 
4. Satay had power both to tempt him, 
and to make him fall; but he ſhall nor 
have power to do either to them. 
5. He was husbanding in an earthly 
the MParidiſe; they ſhall be in reſt, and enjoy 
in the heavenly Paradiſe. 
p- 6. He had command over the Birds of 
ro- the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, the Beaſts 
in Wof the Earth, Gey, 2. they being in greater 
ect Power ſhall condemn Satan, and all the 
Wicked: and the holy Angels ſhall be 
ana their Companions, Matth. 22. and ſhall 
t have Power in the Kingdom of their Fa» 
ode ther, 
m- 7. Adam had ſuch great Wiſdom, that 
al- he named every Beaſt according to their 
le Property; they ſhall be endued with ſuch 
re © Wiſdom, and filled with ſuch a perfect 
be Knowledge, that they ſhall be ignorant 
X- Jof nothing. Surely then we ought to be 
much moved and ſtirred up to worſhip and 
tu- | ſerve God; who, without any deſert of 
pi- ours, will for the Love of his well-beloved 
Von, ſo admirably unfold his incomprehen- 
we ible Goodneſs unto us, Matth. 3. 17. 
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The Eft ate of the Reprobate. 

8 touching the Reſurrection of the 
Wicked, no doubt but it will great. 

ly ſur prixe them; and be to them a Day of 
Darkneſs and not Light, for they ſhall a- 
riſe to the Reſurrection of Damnation, 
Job. $1229. In this Life indeed the Lord hae of 
born much with them, and has exerciſed... / 
much Long - ſuffer ing towards them; but iat ot 


at the Day of the Reſurrection there re- hey ſha 


mains ao more Sacrifice for Sin ; for that's 
the Day of Recompence : Ariſe ye Dead, 
and come to Fudgment,, will then be ſound- don us 
ded in their Ears, by the Voice of the Arch-N hole 
angel; and the Trump of God a 1d will fill Ne Wr 
their Souls with everlaſting Horror; for ay of! 
then too late they'll ſee that there remains Ile to! 


ad not 
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ing for of judgment and fiery Indignation, 
Which will for ever prey upon 'em; Fer 
then ſhall that King whom they would 
not have reign over them, appear in flaming 
Fire to take Vengeance upon them; and 
they ſhall now be puniſh'd with ever laſting 
Deſttuction from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and rom the Glory of his Power. And 
how greatly muſt that Power be exerted, 
Which he deſigns to glorifie in their De- 
| o. ſtruQion! 


=. 


Traction! is now he will convince all 
pe Wicked of! all the evil Works which 
ey have wickedly done, and of the hard 


pecches which the Wicked have ſpoken 


the gainſt him, Jade 15. And then, to weigh 
at. en the Wine-preſs of the Anger and 
Oath of Almighty God, becauſe they 
la- re perſecuted Jeſus Chriſt in Nis Mem- 
MN ers, which are Bones of his Bones, and 
naſe of his Fleſh ; they ſhall be in ſuch 
edWreat Agoneis, feeling the terrible Judg- 
hent of God to come upon thera, that 
hey ſhall hide themſelves in Holes and 


ail ſay to the Mountains and Stones, Fall 
pon us, and hide us from the Face of him 
ho is ſet upon the Throne, and from 
Ml Be Wrath of the Limb; for the great 
or ay of his Wrath is come, and who ſhallbe' 
us le to ſubſiſt? They ſhall ſeek for Death, 
Ind not find it; and ſhall deſire to dye, but 
1; Peath (hall fly from them ; they fhall de- 
Ire to be anihilated, but it won't be gran- 
ed 'em, their Souls are immortal, and 
u Inuſt abide for ever: And upon thatac- 


nd Nouat they ſhall ſtrike themſelves with De- 


par, and ſhall be as dead for fear, by 


3 eaſon of the expeAation which they have 
T; pt thoſe things which are come upon 
y 179 [2 rs $74 . : 
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et ween the Stones of the Mountains, and 
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The Bodies of thoſe which were deal 
before, -ſhall-come out of the Earth, i 
F. 1 Te. 4, and thoſe which ſhall be 
tound living, ſhall be changed and put oi 
immortality, and ſhall be charged with 
Opprobrious Infamy before God and hi 
Saints: for he ſhall make clear the thing 
that are hid, and ſhail' manifeſt the Coun. 
ſel- of all Hearts. ; 

And then their immortal Soul ſhall be 
loden with Fear, with Sorrow, with Ter: 
rors, with Grief, with Deſolation, and 
| with ſuch Deſpair, that it is impoſſible 
for us to apprehend it. 

Then being in ſuch confuſion of Body 
and Soul, the Image of Satan their Head 
ſhall appear upon them; that is to ſay,In- 
fidelity, Iniquity, Wickedneſs, Abomina- 
tion, Filthineſs, Hatred, Cruelty, Tyran- 
ny, Perjury, Lying, Envy, and all that i 
of Impiety and Unjuſtice, which is the 
black Robe of the Reprobate : For even as 
the Ele& have Chriſt for thei: Head, of 

whom they are the Body, unto whom they 
mall be made alike ; ſo like wiſe tne Repro- 
bates have Belzeb»b for theirs, Marth. 25, 
unto whom they ſhall be made conformable. 

For although the Devils are all apo 
ſtate Angels, nevertheleſs the Scripture in 
ſundry places attributes the Principality to 
LE: - | w 2 oh; 
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dne alone, to the end to gather all the 

Vicked unto him, as Members in one Bo- 

dy for to be put to perpetual Ruin. 

Then theWrath and Indignation of God 

all ſhew it ſelf clearly upon all the Infide- 

lity and Unjuſtice of Unbelievers, and on- 

all which ſhall not be found written in 

un. the Book of Life, for which they ſhall re- 
eive Sentence of Condemnation, and be- 

| being ſeparated from Chriſt. ſhall be driven | 

er · from before the Preſence of the Lord, as 

aud the Duſt before the Witd, and caſt like 

idle Dogs forth of the City of the Children of 
God, Kev. 22. 15. and ſent with their 

ody Captain, Satan and his Angels, who did ac- 

eadſ cuſe the Ele& before God Night and Day, 

Ja. in perpetual Malediction, to drink of the 

na · ¶ Wine of the Wrath of God, fifled into the 

an. Cup of his Wrath, and ſhall be tormented” 

it ui with Fire and Brimftone before the holy 

tz} Angels, and before the Lamb, and the 

na Smoke of their Tormeats ſhall mount for 

_ oil ever, and they fhall have no reſt neither 

hey Day nor Night. 4 

ro- Now this Place of Torment for the 

25-8 Wicked is fo horrible, that it is incompre- 

ble. henſible uato us; and even as God is eter=- | 

nal, alſo this Ruin ſhall be eternal. The 

deripture, to declare it unto us, uſeth ma- 

. 1 | . 
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ny Compariſons. David ſaith, Palm 55, 
That the Wicked ſhall be caſt into the Pit 
of Ruin and of the bottomleſs pit. 1/aiah 
faith, That the Torture is already pre- 
pared for the Wicked, which God hath 
made deep and large; the Building of it 
is Fire and much Wood, and the Breath 
of the Lord, like unto a Stream of Brim- 
ſtone, doth kindle it, I. 30. 33: Then 
he ſaith, that the Worm of the Wicked 
ſhall not dye, and therefore ſhall not be 
quenched, and they ſhall be hateful to 
all Fleſh; /i. 66. 24. Daniil faith alſo, 
Dani 12. ilhat they ſhall be in pei petual 
Shame and Contempt. Aalachy declares, 

Mal. 4. That the Day of the Lord ſhall 
come burning like an Oven, and all the 

Proud, aad thoſe that do wickedly, ſhall be 
like Stubhle, and the Day af the Lord 
ſhall burn them, and ſhall leave them nei- 
ther Root nor Branch. St. John Bapriſt 
faith, AMlatth. 3. That the Chaff ſhall be 
put ioto the Fire, which ſhall never be 
quenched, Matth. 3. The Lord faith, that 
they ſhall be caſt into the Furnace of Fire, 
Matth. 25; Which is the everlaſting Fire; 
St. Lale ſheweth, Luke 18. That the evil 
rich Man, whoſe Soul is in Hell, is in ſuch 
great cheat, that tbe cties opt to have 
Drop of Water, which yet he ſhall TY 
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Reſurrection of the Dead. 105 
be able to get; how much more ſhall he 
lhe tormented when he hath put on his 
Body? The Apoſtle calls it, Heb, 10, 27. 
that fiery Indignation which ſhall devour 
th them. St. John declareth, Rev. 197 20, 21, 

itWThat they ſhall be caſt into the Lake of 

th ire and Brimſtone, which is the: ſecond 
m- Death: For altho' they ſhall live, yet by 
en reaſon of theſe incredible Torments, they 
ed ought rather to be called dead than alive: 
be Their miſerable Lives may therefore be 
to Njuſtly termed a living Death. Now altho? 
o, by all theſe Similitudes it is demonſtrated 
ial Yunto us, that the Damned ſhall be grie- 
es, Nrouſly and everlaſtingly tormented ; yet 
all Ynevertheleis, Man cannot think nor com- 
he prehend how great thoſe everlaſting Suf- 
be fer ings ſhall be, no more than he can com- 
rd Eprehend the Joy of the Children of God. 
i- Wherefore with good reaſon the Author 
Ito the Hebrews ſaith, Heb. 10. That 13 
be = fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the 
Ye living God. For altho' we ſhoald ſee one 
at continually gnawed with Worms, and 
e, Wburat with, Fire, that Torment ſhould 
'e, (notwithſtanding be as nothing in regard 
i Jof that which is prepared for the Wicked, 
ror beſides that, their Bodies ſhall be hor- 
ibly afflicted , their Souls ſhall be in in- 
redible Diſt reſſes and Sorrows, This 

ought 
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ought greatly to ſtir us up to Watch and 
Pray, and to refrain from doing Evil, and 
to move us to ſerve God; and to deſir 
him with the Prophets and Apoſtles, to 
change our Hearts, and to revive and in- 
creaſe our Faith ; that ſo being made ney 
Creatures, we may eſcape this Place off 
Torment, and be numbred amongſt the 
Sons of God. ; | 


Mich the Lord grant for the Love off hi 
well-beloved Son our Saviour : To whon 


be all Honour and Glory for ever and 
ever, Amen. 


A | always 
M ED | they h. 
e gave 
ling, bc 

him. w 


— 


— —— 
— 
3 — — 


MEDITATIONS 
AND 
= PRAYERS 


TOUCHING 


Life + Death. 


> — — — "IE 
* 


mn... 


Mz DiTaTion I, 


H E Lives of Chriſtians ought to 
be imployed in conſidering the 
Things that follow, and to put 
them iy practice; to wit, to have 

always in remembrance the Ben fits which 

they have received at the Hands of God; 
to give him Thanks for them without cea- 
ſing, both with He irt and Mouth; to Love 
him, who is Goodneſs it ſelf; to Fear and 
Worſhip him, ſeeing he is the Anis. 


— A4 
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and only wiſe God; and to be ſtirred un 
by the Love w hich they beat te God, alſo 


— 


capabl 


to love their Neighbours. - The Love of our ſel 
God draws us from the Love of -corrup- rank of 
tible Things, lifts'us up to Heaven, and in- ſake u 
flames our Hearts to a Holineſs of Life, Itade f 
The Love of our Neighbour excites usto Iunto h 
a compatſhonate Sy mpathizing with him in infinite 
all his Alllictions, and to 4 Readineſs to hy re 
Aſſiſt him in all bis Wants; when it is in — 


the Power of our Hands to do it. 


d. M. 7. 
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#23? 
Et us often think what we are: The 
-principal Part cf us is the Soul, the 
which is endued with Underſtanding, with 
Reaſon, and with Judgment; to know the 
Soveraign Good, Which is God ; to love 
him, to adhere and unite our ſelves unto 
him, that we may partake of his Im- 
mortality and Happineſs. Now we for- 
ſake and contemn this great Good, to 
grovel upon the Earth, and to go down 
into the Pit of carnal Deſires, applying 
the Vigour of our Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment to things that are not worth the I. deſi 

Pains that we employ in them. We bury ert 111 

our ſelves as it were quick; and of hea- A 2 

venly, -we.become-eartbly:; , and of Men im 4 

bas | capable 


gd. RR r 
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capable of enjoying eternal Life, we place 
onr ſelves, by our carnal Affe tions, in the 
rank of brite Beaſts. God doth not for- 
ſake us nevertheleſs, altho' our Ingrati- 
tade hath well deſerved it, but calls us 
unto him by bis Word, preſents unto us 
infinite Teſtimonies of his Grace; conti- 
nues it daily; he ſupports, exhorts, coun- 
els, chides, and father ly chaſtiſeth us; ne- 
rertheleſs we continue blind, deaf and neg- 
ligent, deſpiſing his Goodneſs, or uſe it hot 
28 we ſhould, or indeed abuſing it; nay, 
which is worſe, we love vain and tranſi- 
tory Things better, and have our Minds 
too much fixed and. fetled vpbſl them. God 
ſtretcheth forth his Hand to conduct us; 
we draw back ours,” and ffy heft hepal- 
leth us. If he put us into the Waſp of 
alvation, we grudge and repine for the 

orld, we look bebind us, deferring and 
emitting our Amendment til to Mor- 
ow. Let us awake hen; let us not al- 


ways ſtick in the Mite; let as ſtrengthen 


dur ſelves in the Virtue of him that ſup- 
ports and ſuccours us; let us a little un- 
ler take to deſpiſe corruptible Things, and 
0 deſire thoſe that are truly good and 
ver laſt ing. When God calleth us, let us 
earken; if he guides us, let us follow 
um, that we may come tothis Houſe: Let 

| us 
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us receive his good Things, and Himſel{&:d rr 
too; for he gives himſelt unto us in higfe:d do: 
Son. He ſhews-us the Means to get to cht 
Heaven; let us then deſire of him to giveſud wii 
us the Will and Courage, by Faith, Re. F '2t 
pentance, Charity and Hope, to aim thi-{:1!7 (© 
ther; and that he would maintain hisþrt tt< 5 
Grace in us until the end; to ſigh in this „en 
mortal Life, and to wait (through the 
Aſſurance of his Mercy) for our Depar - Je Fiel 
ture out of this World, and our laſt Day, pur Firm 
which ſhall be the Beginning of our truefwhich t! 
Life. Ire lie 
ne Sepa 

MMZ 4 p. III. lies, we 


ng with 
H. great are the liiuñons and Impo · Ne ſur rec 

ſtures of the Enemy of our Salva-Porrupti 
tion? He ſheweth us afar off Things that 


b oltſhec 
are ridiculous and vain, and perſwades ut Vito 
that it is all Good and Happineſs; he ſcareÞy the w 
us with Things that we ought not to fear; | 
and makes us to fly from thoſe Thing 


which we ought to imbrace : He calleth, Fait 
inticeth and flattereth us, by the means 0 until 
our Deſires; if that will not Terve, bil enjo 
roars and ſtorms, and endeavours to aſto thing 
niſh us within and without. O eternal for « 


Light and Verity, O Lord, and mercifal 
Father, diſperſe thoſe Clouds of Ignoranc 
all 
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nd Frror; illuminate our Underſtandigg, 
ud do not ſuffer us to come near to that, 
hich thou haſt commanded us to fly from, 
nd which is hurtful and pren icious unto 
e. t us not deſite any thing, but what is 
Mr to be defired, to wit, thy ſelf, who 
rt the Spring-head of all Goodneſs, of our 
Ves, and of eternal Happineſs. All Fleſh 5s 
raf,ard the Glary of Man is like the Flower of 
be Field; cauſe then that we may ſeek for 
ur Firmneſs andContentment in theGrace 
which thy Son hath brought us: Let our 
fe lie hid in him, ſo that at the Day of 
he Separation of our Souls from our Bo- 
lies, we may find it holy in Heaven, wait- 
ng with aſſured Reſt and Joy, the happy 


0 Reſur rection of this Flem; in which 211 
a. Corruption, Infirmity and Ignominy being 


b oliſhed, and Death being ſwallowed up 
ff Victory, we ſhall live eternally with thee, 
dy the which thou ſhalt be glorified. 


Maintain then thy Children, O Lord, in this 
th Faith ard Hope, finiſhing thy Work in us, 
0 until we be altogether with thee, for to 
he enjoy the Inheritance, and the Glory which 
ko thine only Son hath by his Merit purchaſed 
nal for u. Amen. 


A 


A Prayer againitthe Fear of Death: 


Av Lord Jeſus' Chriſt, the Saviour and 
| Redeemer of Mankind, who haſt faid, 
lam the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
do beſeech thee by this unſpeakable Love 
which thou haft ſhewed, in yielding thy 
ſelf to Death for ns, that 1 may never 
Tray from thee; ho art the Way; nor 
doubt of thy Promiſes, ſeeing thou art the 
Truth, and doſt accompliſh that which 
thou promiſeſt. Let all my Deſires be 
centrec in thee, who art<ternal Life; for 
beſides: thee: there is nothing to be deſi- 
red, neither in Heaven nor Eafth.' Thou 
haſt taught us the true and only Way to 


Salvation, becauſe we ſhould not be er ring 


like ſtray d Sheep in the loſt Ways of this 
World; ſnewing us clearly, that which 


we ought to believe, to do and hope; and 


wherein we ovght to yield and ſettle our 
ſelves. It is thou that haſt given us to 
underſtand, how we are loſt in Adam; and 
that there is no way to eſcape from Wrath 
to come, but by Faith in thee. Thou art 
that true Light which doſt appear to thoſe 
that walk in the Darkneſs of his Life, and 
who having drawn us out of the ſpiritual 
Egypt, doſt enlighten us by thy Spirit, b 
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he end we may arrive at the promiſed In- 
heritanoe, which is Life everlaſting; into 
which the Unbelievers do not enter; but 
thoſe only that have by Faith laid holdupan 
thy Promiſes. O how great is thy Good neſs 
that thou haft vouchſafed to deſcend from 
6 thy Father's Boſom, where thou waſt al- 
'Y ways his Delight, to make thy ſelf of no 
Reputation! Well may it be ſaid thy Love 
} paſſeth all Underſtanding ! Since tho' thow 
= thought'ſt it no Robbery to be Equal with 
b Cod, yet thou waſt pleas'd ſo far to hum- 
Idle thy: ſelf,;;as-to take upon thee the Form 
0 of a Servant, and mad'ſt thy ſelf of no Re- 
* putation ; and tho' thou wert the Lord of 
Life and Glory, yet thou becameſt obedi- 
ent unto Death, even to the ſhameful (as 
x well as painful) Death of the Croſs !. Thy 
ſacred Head was crown'd with Thorns, 

that might wear a Diadem of Glory: The 
Soldiers ſtrip'd: the Naked, O Lord; for 
they parted thy Raiment "amongſt them, 
ad for toy Veſture they calt Lots; and 
na this thou wert pleaſed to ſuffer, tliat than Wil 
mighteſt array me in the Robes of thy 
E Righteouſneſs, and cloath me with the 

1 | Garments of thy Salvation, that being ſo 
; cloathed, 1 may not be found Naked: For 
tis thoſe ſpotleſs Robes that can only co- 


" Ver. 110 my Impurities, and in Mhich thou 
alone 
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is all that l ſuffer, to that which, thou haf loment 
ſuffered for me ? For thou Lord, becameſtiore e; 
a Curſe, that I might receive the Bleſſin ng Plory: 
and went'ſt down into Hell, that I mightÞ f my / 
be delivered from it: Vea, "thou haſt notÞreſent L 
only delivered mine Eyes from Tears, andJ* the tl 
my Feet from falling, but haſt aſſured me; dings th 
that I have a part in the Merits of thy let to 
Death and thy Obedience, and that I aneen, are 
one of thy 'Co-heirs, and ſhall one Dajfiinuance, 
reign with thee in thy Kingdom; and ae etern 
this preſent, amo 8 ſo many Affliction: nd fo t 
- am nevertheleis ſet in heavenly Places inf0em : 4 
Chrilt Jeſus. Having part in ſo many goodeart by 
things, why ſhall | vex my ſelf, for enduq; may ob! 
ring a little Hardſhip here, by the mean asd for 
whereof thou wilt dar me, and mate en. 
me better, and draw me ſo much the mort 
near to thee? But ſeeing thou knoweſt m 
better than 1 know my ſelf, if it be th 
Pleaſure to put me to any Trail, give m4 
neceſſary Strength to glorifie thee, con 
vertiug all the Evil that may happen wat 
me, to my Good and Salvation.  Andiff"t Help 
thou art pleaſed to exerciſe. me in thi it neve. 
World by Afflict ions, help me to conſideſ upon! 
that they are but little and momentaryÞ their 
and not worthy to be compared with then pleaſ 
Glory that ſhall be revealed: For tha uſhing, ' | 
ttheſe light Afflictions, that are bur for can neit 
7 Mog 
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oment, fhall Work out for me, a far. 
ore exceeding and eternal“ weight" of! 
lory : And be pleaſed, O Lord, to take 
wh my Affections from the things of this 
offfreſent Life, thet ſo l may not look ſo mueh 
gat the things that are ſcen, as at the 

e ings that are not ſeen; but may be ena- 
Died to conſider that the things that are 
nſcen, are but temporal, and of ſhott con- 
arFinuance, but the things that are not ſeen 
e eternal, and of everlaſting duration; 
nd ſo to be infinitely preferred before 
em: And in all things to diſpoſe my 
Oeart by thy holy Spirit, that ſo at laſt 
u. may obtain that Life that thou hat pur- 
has'd for me by thy Death and Paſſion. 


men. 


A Prayer fur the Time of Sickneſs. 


Oſt Bleſſed and Glorious Lord God, 

thou art the Father of Mercies, and 
nale God of all Conſolations, and art a pre- 

Int Help in the time of Trouble; and 
Flt never forſake them, that faithfully re- 
upon thee, for thy Help and Aſſiſtance 
their Troubles: Thou, © Lord, haſt 
thFeen pleaſed to lay me upon a Bed of Lau- 
ballhuiſhing, and upon a rolling PHlow, where 
r can neither find Relief, nor Eaſe , nor 
\' £788 Com- 
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urn. 


Comfort.for my Body ; But in the Evening tbercfe 
I am ready to ſay, Wonld God it werethy Hat 
Morning; and in the Morning, Would poſal: 


God it were Evening: And yet I Know, Ime to 


O Lord, it is not without Cauſe that thou made u 
dealeſt thus with me, for the Lord doesfgleſſine 


not afflict willingly, nor grieve the Chil- lue, all 


dren of Men; I confeſs I have ſinned andland if 
done wickedly, and grieved thy Holy Spi. gain, 

rit from time to time; yet forſake me not soul, 
utterly, O Lord; nor enter into judg- my Lif 


ment with me; for I know | cannot an{werfye,ne 


thee one of a thouſand : Therefore let not. of 


the Sins of my Youth, nor the Iniquites offix;qe o 
my elder Years be charged upon me; andſbe mere 
as thon art pleaſed to lay thy afflicting Handſſor it; 
upon me, ſo let me find thy ſecret Sup -I have t 


ports enabling me with Patience to under. in ,., « 


80 this thy fatherly Viſitation, remembringÞ;, thy \ 


that whom thou loveſt, thoo chaſteneſt; may b 


and tho*. thou haſt chaſtened me ſo fore ſeverlaſt 
vet thouhaſt not hithertogiven me over un- Io Lord 
to Death: If it be thy good Pleaſure, OLord, that wi 


thou canſt yet reſtore me to my Health a- my Sou 


gain, t hat I may yet live to praiſe thee, forſ ſeſus C 


10 thou often dealeſt with thy Children, Ito who! 


om thou ſometimes bringeſt to the verſſfg cod 


-Bripk of the Grave, and then thou ſayeſti nur ; 


Retuen. I know, O Lord that in very Faith⸗ for eve 
fulneſs than haſt thus Aflicted me: An 


there- 


not 
g of 
an 

an 

up- 
der- 
ring 
eſt; 
ore, 


, for 
ren, 
yer! 
yell 
aith⸗ 
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lexe⸗ 


therefore 1 deſif to reſign up my ſelf into 
thy Hands, and to be intirely at thy Dif- 
poſal: If, O Lord, thou haſt appointed 
me to Life, bleſs the Means that ſhall be 
made uſe of to that end; fer without thy 
ges gleſſing, who art the only Phyſician of Va- 
lue, all Applications will be ineffectual; 
Und if thou ſhalt be pleaſed to reſtore me 
gain, let it bein Mercy and Love to my 
Soul, I humbly beſeech thee ; that having 
my Life renewed by thy Mercy, I walk in 


Imy Soul into thy merciful Hands, through 
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Newneſs of Life before thee, the remain- 
der of my Days. But if the appointed 
Time of my Change be come, O my God, 
be merciful to me, and fit and prepare me 
tor it ; and let me find in that little time 
have to live, the Renewings of thy Grace 
in my Soul, working in me a Conformity 
to thy Will; that ſo an abundant Entrance 
may be adminiſtred unto me into thine 
everlaſting Kingdom. Graciouſly aſſiſt me, 
O Lord, in the bitter Agonies of Death, 
that with a reſigned Spirit, I may commit 


jeſus Chriſt, my only Lord and Saviour; 
to whom, with thee,O Father, and the bleſ- 
led and eternal Spirit, be Glory, and Ho- 
nour , and Praiſe, from henceforth and 
tor eyermore, Amen. 


A Prayer for the Pardon of Sin. 


'Oft gracious and merciful God and 
Father, through Jeſus Chriſt, Look 
down in Mercy upon a poor wretched and 
undone Sinner, who ant now come before 
thee, in the Name of thy beloved Son, to 
beg Mercy of thee for all my Offences, 
humbly beſeeching thy bleſſed Majeſty, 
that thou wouldſt in thy Love and in thy 
Pity look down upon me; I cannot but 
acknowledge, that were it not for the 
Hope I have of thy Mercy, and the re- 
newing Graces I ſometime receive from 
thee, and the comfortable Reliſh that thou 
art pleaſed fometimes to give me of thy 
heavenly. Word, | ſhould even fink into 
Deſpair ; for my Sins are continually be- 
fore me; if I go, they follow me, and 
where-ever I am they dog me at my Heels, 
and if I look back, they ſtare me in the 
Face; if Igo forward they meet me, and 
if 1 return to the right Hand, they terrifi 
Mme; it to the left Hand, they torment 
me; and if I look to the Earth, Hell is 
ready to devour me. Now I have no Wa 
but to look up to thee; help me, O. Lord, 
— ſave me for thy Mercy ſake: Succout 
O bleſſed Redeemer, and walten 

om 
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from my Sins in thy moſt precious Blood. 
And aſſiſt me, O merciful Creator, to pour” 
out my Soul unto thee with that fervent 
and zealous Affection, that they may draw 
down thy Mercies upon me: Pour down 
thy Bleſſings, and ſhower down thy Gra- 
ces upon my hard and ſtony Heart, to 
ſoften it; open the Hand of thy Mercy to 
reſtore Joy and Conſolation to my heavy- 
laden Soul: Waſh away my Sins, and 
purge me from mine lniquities; heal all 
my Infirmities, and cleanſe my defiled and 
polluted Mind from all Filthineſs both of 
Ftcſh and Spirit: Take away my hard and 
ſtoney Heart, and create in me a clean 
Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
within me. O let me taſte and ſee, O 
Lord, that thou art gracious, and give 
me ſome iaward feeling of thy glorious 
and moſt comfortable Preſence.- Let me 
be renewed by thy Grace, and eſtabliſhed 
in thy Fear, that I may never back-ſlide 
from thee. But grant, O moſt mercifut- 
father, that my whole Dependance may 
be ppon thee ; that ſo in all my Thoughts, 
Words and Actions, | may rejoyce in ſer- 
ving, fearing, and obeying thee ; that [ 
may ſpend the reſidue of my Days in thy 
Service, ſeeking thy Honour and Glory : 
And, moſt gracious God, and mercitub 
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Father, I beſeech thee that thou wilt go- 
vern and guide me by thy Counſel, and 
teach and inſtruct me by thy Wiſdom, to 
magnihe thy Name in the whole Courſe 
of my Life, and preſerve me in all my Ways 
and Works, and all about me. Remem- 
ber thy poor Flock, where-ever it is ſcat- 
tered abroad; build up thy People in their 
molt holy Faith: Comfort Zion, and re- 
ſtore the waſt Places thereof: Govern 
and Aſſiſt all painful Paſtors and Teachers 
of thy Word; and teach them, and me, 
and all thy People, rightly to know, and 
truly. to follow thee, in all the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, for thy Name-ſake. Rouze 
up my fleepy Soul, O Lord, and deliver 


me from all the fiery Darts of Satan, who 


is continually darting unclean Thoughts 
and wicked Imaginations into my Heart, 
thereby to diſturb my Peace, and inter- 
rupt my Communion with thee. Hum- 
ble my Soul before thee, O Lord, in a 
Senſe of my own Unworthineſs, and of 
the manifold Iniquities that I ſtand guilty 


"of in thy ſight; and give mea true and an 


unfeigned Repentance for them; and then 
lay them all upon the Head of that bleſſed 
Scape-goat, the Lord Jeſas Chrilt, that 
they may be carried by him into the Land 


of Forgetfulneſs. And, O thou n, 
= | 0 
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of Men, even thou that reſtoreit my Soul. 1" 


reſtore to me, O Lord, the Joys of thy 
Salvation, and uphold me with thy free 
Spirit; and with the Cords of thy Love, 
draw my Soul unto thy ſelf, and then it 
ſhall not only go but run the Way of thy 
Commandments. And finally, O Lord, 
wilt thou graciouſly be pleaſed ſo toſtreng- 
then and uphold me by thy Grace, that 


— 


like the Houſe of David, I may grow : 


ſtronger and ſtronger, inall the Ways of 
Holy Obedience, and my Sins and Cor- 


ruptions, like the Houſe of Saul, may dai- | : 
ly grow weaker and weaker. And grant 


O Lord, that thus, going on from Strength Þ} 
to Strength, an from one Degree of 
Grace unto another , I may at length ar- 


riveat thy Everlaſting Kingdom, through - 3 : 


the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy well- beloved Son, and my alone Sa- 
viour: In whoſe bleſſed Name and Words 
further humbly call upon thee, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


A Prayer for the Begetting and Encreaſe of all al 


Grace, &c. 


Lord, the God and Father of our 


Lord jeſus Chrift, and in and through 1 


him, the Father of Mercies and the God 
of all Grace; be pleaſed graciouſly to 
F. 4 look 
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ook dor upon me thy poor and worth- 
lefs Creatpre before thee; and have Mer- 
cy upon me, O God, according to the 
Multitude of thy tender Mercies, and of 
thy Com paſſions, which have been ever of 
old. O Lord, thou haſt ſaid ia thy Word, 
That if any Man lack Wiſdom, he ſhould 
ask it of thee, who giveſt liberally and up- 
braideſt not: O Lord, l lack Wiſdom,and 1 
Jack Faith, and Hope, and-Love, and Pati- 
ence, and Humility, and every Grace; for 
as am by Nature a Child of Wrath, lam 
deſtitute of all Good; and, ſince every 
good Gift comes down from above, from 
thee,” O Lord, who art the Father of 
Lifghts,” with whom there is no Variable- 
nels ner Shadow of Turning; to whom 
- ſhould I go to be ſupply'd, but unto thy 
blefled Majeſty ? _ Unto thee therefore, O 
Lord, I humbly addreſs my ſelf in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; for it has pleaſed 
the Father, that in him ſhow'd all Fulneſs 
dwell ; begging of thee, O Lord, that thou 
wilt make me rich in Love, and ſtrong in 
Faith, and give me a full Aſſurance of 
Hope, that | may be compleat, and want 
nothing, even of that Hope which make 
not aſhamed; and ſince thou haſt been 
placs'd to exhort thy People to give al 
Diligence to make their Calling and Ele- 
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Aion ſure; and to add to > their Faith, Vers 


tue; and to Vertue, Knowledge; and to 
| Knowledge, Temperance; and to Tem- 


perance, Patience; and to Patience, God- 
lineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly- kind- 
nah and to Brotherty- kindneſs, Chart- 


1 humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, to 


AN theſe things' in me by the efficacious 


Operation of thy holy Spirit, that ſo 1 
may neither be barren nor unfruitful, but 


that hereby an Entrance may be miniſtred 
to meabundantly into the everlaſting King- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
And ſince the great Adverſary of Man- 
kind is continually ſtirring me up to Pride 
and vain Glory, help me, O Lord, from 

a*Senſe of my own Vileneſs and Unwor- - 


tones. to humble my ſelf before thee; 


and always to remember, that thou reſi ſt- e 
eſt the Proud, but giveſt Grace unto the 


Humble. And when the Devil ſhall ac- 
cuſe me, and my own Conſcience bear 
Witneſs againſt, do thou then, O Lord, 


maniteſt thy ſelf unto me, and be the 


Strength of my Heart, and my Portion 


for ever. And let ſuch a continual Senſe © 


df this Goodneſs abide upon my Heart, 
that it may burn with ſuch an ardent 
lame of Love to thee, and reſtleſs De- 


ires after thee, that | may truly ſay, as - 
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thy Servant of old did, Lord, whom have 
in Heaven but thee, and there is none that I de 
fire upon Earth in compari/on of thee, Mode 
rate, O Lord, my Deſires and Affectio 
to the things of this Life; and tho? I uſe 
*<m, ſuffer me not to ſet my Heart upor 
them ; and whatſoever Station thou art 
pleas'd to place me in, in this World, helpfi} 
me to be therewith contented, as know in 


W 


that 1 have ia Heaven a better and a mori 1 
enduring Subſtance. Be not far from me,C I. 
Lord, when Troubles are near: And whe! 1 


the King of L errors ſhall be ready to la 
bold upon me, let thy Mercy hold me up 
Grant this, O Lord, and whatſoever elſe 
ſtand in need of, for JeſusChriſt his ſake: Tal 
whom, with thee, O Father, and the bleſ 
ſed and ſanctifying Spirit, even to God thi 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory, Praiſe, an ing: 
Power, both inow and to the utmoſt Age to 
of Eternity. Amen. W an 
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DISCOURSE 


OF THE 
ay Four Laſt THINGS, 
BY | „ . 
a. I. Death, which is moſt certain; 
IM I. Judgment, which is moſt ſtrick; 
0 III. Hell, which is moſt diſmal; 
" IV. Heaven, which is moſt delightful. 
| 14} 
up To which s added, 


Divine Conſiderations 
On the ſame Subject. 
"4 4, of * 


to Prepare themſelves for their Latrer-end 
and ſome neceſſary Directions to Die well. 
in order to avoid Hell, and obtain Heaven. 
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DISCOURS | | 
OFTHE! | 


Four Laſt T hings. 


I. Ok Death. 


Pſalm 89. 4. What Man is he that liverh, 1 : 
and 1 not ſee Death ? 1 


Ut of the Duſt was Man + few fo 
and unto the Duſt ſhall Man re- | 


— — 


' turn : It is appointed for all Men 


once to die, Heb. 9 27. Death to the | 
Wicked, is the end of all Comfort, *and 
the beginning of all Miſery - but Death to 


the Godly is a happy Diſcharge, and Free- 


dom from Sin and Sorrow, and the only 3 
Inlet to Peace and Happineſs; the Saints 
Enjoy ments Mall be incomparable, when 


the 


A the Sinners Torments ſhall be intoller a- 


_ 


i. the. 


I Diſemſeof 


ble: When a Sinner dies, he carries his 
bad with him, and leaves his good behind 
him; but when a Believer dies, he leayes 
all his bad behind bim, and carries his 
good with him: The Sinner goes from 
Good to Evi; the Beljeyer from Evil to 
Good. When a Saint leaves the World, 
his Fleſh turns to Duſt, and his Spirit re- 
turns to Reſt; when a Sinner leaves the 
World, his Body goes to Worms to be 
conſumed, and his Soul to Flames to be 


2 tormented. 


When you come igto. the World, you 
do but live to die again; when you 
go out of the World, you do but die to 
live again. He that lives well, .cannot die 


ill; be that Ives without Fear, ſhall cer- 
*tainly die without Hope; he that hath no 


Grace in his Life, can have go true Peace 
in bis Death. This King of Terrors Death 
levelleth the higheſt Mountains Nith he 
loweſt Vallies; the Robes of Princes, and 


the Rags of Beggars, are both laid up alibe 
in the Watrdrobe of the Grave, which-isa 


Bed to Reſt in, bat not a Shop to Trade 
in; therefore go to your Beds as you were 


"2 going to your Graves, and ſo cloſe your 
| Eyes in One World, as you wo uld 10 


them in another; and remember that 
can 
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can as eaſily turn you into Duſt, as he took 1 
you thence; to Day is your living Day, 
to Morrow may be your dying one: la 


i 


ſhort, the Meditation of Death is the only 


Motive in order for Preparation there- 
unto. 


Therefore, Chriſtian Soul, whoſoever W 
thou art, conſider the Shortneſs of thy Wi 


N 
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Life, and how uncertain Death is; he 


may come this Hour before the next. Thou 
art not ſure when thou goeſt to Bed at 
Night to take thy Reſt, whether thou ſhalt 
ever awake again, though never ſo well; 
and if ſo be thoy awake in the Morning, 


whether thou ſhalt live till Night. For = 


Death is the great Meſſenger of Mortali- 
ty; and his coming is certain, but when, 

is uncertain : There is no reüſting of his 
mighty Power, when he comes; he ſweeps 
all before him, both Rich and Poor, Old 
and Young : it's all one to him, for when 
their Glaſs is run, they muſt ſtay no long. 
er here, but to change this Life for a bet= 
ter or worſe, according as thou haſt 


ſpent thy Time here, whether in doing * 


Good or doing Evil. Therefore dear Soul, 
put not off thy Repeatance until another 
Day, for thou art not ſure to ſee an and 
ofthis: Provide therefore that thy Bed 


fit 


may rather figd thee fitted for God, than 1 


— 
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I fit thee, and fo-order thy. Eſtate rg 
Soul, in thy Health, that when Death 
mes, thou may'ſt have nothing to 10 5 
to die. Let not thy Thoughts be mw — 
ſhalt live here, but how thou 79 
hereafter; mind not the vain P els bt 
of this World e 
ther pray to | 
e can do nen 2 mo 
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II. Of Judgment. 


Editate upon judgment, which is 

moſt ſtrit; We muſt all appear 

before the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, they 
who have been graceleſs in their Days, will 
be ſpeechleſs in this Day; they whowould 


not come before his Mercy- ſeat, ſhall be - 


forced to come before his Judgment-leat.; 
thoſe that would not believe his Promiſes, 
ſhall tremble at his Threatnings; and in- 
deed. it muſt be very amazirg to ſee the 
Earth flaming, the Heavens melting, the 
Stars falliag,the Graves opening, the judg- 
ment haſtening, the Sun and Moon declin- 
ing, and Chriſt and his Angels coming: 
He that comes to raiſe the Dead, comes 
alſo to Judge the Dead. Oh this great 
Day, to great Sinners, will bea terrible 
and ghaſtly Day, when they ſhall behold 
Chriſt coming in the Clouds, having the 
Perſon of a Man, but the Power of God, 
being crowned with Dignity, and guarded 
with Angels, and earaged with Anger, 
and enabled with Power to bring forth 
both High and Low, Rich and Poor to his 
Bar, where he will judge them, not by the 
Whiteneſs of their Countenance, but by the 
Black- 
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Blackneſs of their Conſciences ; and tho' 
he was guarded to the Croſs with a Band 
of Soldiers, yet here he is guarded witha 


glorious Ttain of Angels. You that make: 


no Account of his coming, what Account 
will you make at his coming ? Therefore, 
for the Lord's ſake, meditate upon Judg- 
meat, for it is the only Means to make you 
Judgment-proof. 

OChriſtian, ſeriouſly-conſider this, and 
repent of your Sins before it is too late, 
and break thoſe Bands affunder that leads 
to utter Deſtruction ; for there's no Re- 
pentance after Death, for after Death comes 
Judgment. | | 

O ye Drunkards, Swearers, Lyars , 
Whoremongers, Covetous, and Opprel- 
ſors of the Poor, you that do deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace, and will not hearken 
to the many loving Calls and Invitations of 
Almighty God by his Spirit and Miniſtry, 
take Notice that this Day of God's Wrath 
will be a Day of Terrors to you, which 
will make your Hearts fink within you, 
your-Countenance -to change, your Joints 
to be looſed, when the Terrors of the Al- 


| mighty at this Time ſhall ſeiz2 upon you; 
= therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. F. 11. 
Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, we per ſwat 


This Day will be a Day of * 
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Hen. 
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o' Sorrow and Anguiſh to the Wicked, Prov. WW 
d 1.20. When your Fear ſhall come as Deſolation, 
af and your Deſtruttion as a Whirlwind , Zeph- 
ke 1. 15. That Day is the Day of Wrath, a Day 
nt of Trouble and Diſtreſs, a Day of Waſtneff and 
e, | Peſolations. hk 
g Therefore, whoever you are, let your 
ou | daily Practice be in Piety, doing good to 
thoſe that ſtand in need of your Help, as 
nd {| far as your Circumſtances will let you, be=. 
te, | ing Charitable and Compaſſionate, ever 
ids ſtriving againſt the Temptations of the 
le- Devil, lighting the fooliſh Pleaſures of this 
ges World, accounting them, as they are, no- 
thing but Vexation of Spirit, but be al- 
$s , | ways minding thoſe that are Eternal; for I 
eſ- | if you expect to be any of thoſe Souls that 
to] dwell in thoſe Manſions of Bliſs and Hap» i 
ten] pineſs, yon muſt fear God, and keep his. 
of Commandments, for that is the whole Duty 
ry, | of Man. 1 


. 


| 


III 
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III. The Tozments of Pell, 
and diſmal State of the 
Wicked, 


He third Thing neceſſary, is to me- 

ditate upon Hell, which is moſt Diſ- 
mal and Terrible: Oh dreadful Place ! 
Where the Devil is the Jaylor, Hell the 
Priſon, Damnation the Puniſhment, Eter- 
nity the Time, Brimſtone the Fire, and, 
Men and infernal Spirits the Fuel; tc en- 
dure this will be intolerable; and to avoid 
it, will be impoſſible. OChriſtians, this 
preſent Day is the Day of God's Long-ſuf- 
fering, but that will be Man's eternally, 
Oh what Hells there is in Hell! the loſs ct 
God, 'the loſs of Chrift, the loſs of Saints, 
the loſs of Angels, the loſs of all Good, 
and the gain of all endleſs, eaſeleſs, and te- 
medileſs Torments : T he Smoke of their Tor- 
ments doth aſcend for ever, Rev. 4 1 2, and 
20. 10. Oh that you would think of this 
endleſs and bottomleſs Lake. 

Conſider, That if thou but once drop- 
peſt into Hell, thou wilt be as far from 
coming out at the end of a thouſand Years, 
as at the firſt Entrance : So that if all Men 
that ever have or ſhall be created, were 
Briareus like, hundred-handed, and ſhould 
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at once take Pens in their handred Hands, 
and do nothing elſe for ten hundred thou- 
land milionsof Years, but ſum up inFigures, 
as many hundred thonſand millions as they 
conld , yet could they never reduce to a 
Total, or confine within Number this tri- 
ſyllable Word [LEternal, ] or that Word 
of four SyNables [ Everlaſting.] 

Now let ſuch as forget God, but ſeriou- 
fly confider this: It will not be an Impri- 
ſonment during the King's Pleaſure, but 
during the King of Kings Pleaſure. It is 
not a Captivity of ſeventy Years, like that 


of the Children of el in Babylon, for 


that had an End; norlike a Captivity of 
ſeventy milions of Generations, for that 
alſo in time would be expired, buteven for 
Ever. The Wicked ſhall live as long inHell, 
as there ſnall be a juſt God in Heaven. 
Here we meaſure Time by Days, Months, 
Years ;' but for Eternity there is no Arith- 
metician can number it, no Geometrician 
can meaſure it: For ſuppoſe the World 
were*turned iato a Mountain of Sand, and 


that a little Wren ſhould-come every thou- 


land Years,aad carry away from that Heap 


but one Grain of the Sand, what an infi- 


nite number of ' Years would be ſpent and 
expired, before the whole Heap would be 
fetched away? But admit a Man ſhould 
5 ſtay 
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ſtay in Torments ſo long, and then have 
an end of his Woe, it were ſome Comfort 
'to think that an end would come: But, 
alas! when he hath finiſhed this Task a 
thouſand times over he ſhall be as far from 
an end of his Angufh, as ever he was the 
firſt Hour he entred into it. Now ſup- 
poſe thou ſhouldſt lie but one Night grie- 
vouſly afflicted with a raging Fit of the 


Stone, Stranguary, Tooth-ach, Pangs of 


Travel, or the like; though thou hadſt to 
help and eaſe thee, a ſoft Bed to lie on, 
Friends about thee to comfort thee, Phiſiti- 
ans to cure thee, all cordial and comfortable 
Things to aſlwage the Pain; yet how te- 
dious and painful would that one Night 
+ ſeem unto thee ? How wouldſt thou toſs, 
and tumble, and turn from one fide to ano- 
ther? counting the Clock, eſteeming eve- 
ry Minute a Month, and thy preſent Miſe- 
ry unſupportable. What then will it be 
to lie in Flames of Fire ? (to which our 
Fire is but Air in compariſon) Fire and 
Brimſtone kept in the higheſt Flame by the 
unquenchable Wrath of God, World with- 
out end ; where thou ſhalt have nothing 
about thee but Darkneſs and Horror, Wail- 
ing and Wringing of Hands, deſperate 
Yellings and Gnaſhing of Teeth : Thy old 
Companions in Vanity and Sin, to Ban _ 
| Curſe 
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Coarſe thee; the Devils inſulting over thee 
with Cruelty and-Sorrow ; the never-dy- 
Jing Worm of Conſeience to feed upon thy 
Poul and Fleſh for ever and ever. O ever- 
\ Waſting Eternity ! and ever-dying Life, and 
> fan ever living Death. 
. | Oh then, bethink thy ſelf of this Word 
- WEternal and Everlaſtingly, and ponde upon 
e It; yea, do but indeed believe it, and it 
f Prill be enough to break thine Heart, and 
o Hake it to Relent and Repeat, and there- 
1, y prevent the Wrath to come; it will put 
i- tee to Demur, What have I done? What 
le m I abeut? Whither will this Courſe 
>» end? Howwill it end? What will be- 
at ome of me, if Igo on in Chambering and 
s, MWantonneſs, Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, 
o- Ptrifie and Envying, Swearing, Prophane- 
e- fels and the like? O then break off thy 
e- Pins without Delay, and let there be a 
ealing of thine Errors. N 


ur The Schools aftirm, That the leaſt Tor- 
nd ure in Hell, exceeds the greateſt that can 
the de deviſed; for ſhould we burn off one 
th- Hand, then another, after that, each Arm, 


ing nd ſo all the Parts of the Body, it would 
zil- de deemed intolerable, and no-Man would 
ate Fidure. it for all the Profits and Pleaſures 
old is World cau afford; and yet it is no- 
ting to the burning of the Body and Soul 
"yp in 
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in Hell. Should we endure ten thouſand 
Years Torments in Hell, it were grievous, 
but nothing to Eternity: Should we ſuf- 
fer one Pain, it were miſerable enough; 
bat if ever we come there, our Pains ſha} 
be, for number and kinds, infinitely va- 
rious, y our Pleaſures have been here: 
Every Senſe and Member, each Power and 
Faculty both of Soul and Body ſhall have 
their ſeveral Objects of Wickedneſs, and 
that without Intermiſſion, or End, or Eaſe, 
or Patience to endure it, Luke 12. 5. and 
16.23, Matth, 3.12.and 5. 22. and 22. 
23; O that Men would ſtrip Sin of its 
Diſguiſes, and waſh off its flattering Co- 
lours, and look into its odious Nature, 
and to the conſequential Evils of it in the 


next World ! 


Breath that expires every Minnte) over 
the bottomleſs Pit, and that within a little 
while nothing will remain of the Pleaſures 


of Sin, but the undying Worm, and the! 


ever-living Flames. 

There is a. Way to keepa Man out of 
Hell, but no Way get a Man out of Hell: 
Tho the Wheat and the Chaff grow to- 
ether, they muſt not lie together; ſo 1 
Hell there ſhall not be a Saint among thoſe 


that are terrified, nor in Heaven a Sin 
5 ne 


O that they would confi-B wi 
der they hang by flender Strings, (a little 


truly is 
a Year, 
Rack of 
or the; 
unſuffer 
ſands of 
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ner among thoſe that are glorified: 
The Sea of bitter Damnation / ſhall not 
be ſweetned with the leaſt Drop of Com- 
paſſion Oh Cbriſt ians, will you pity a 
Body that is going to the Block, and will 
you not pity a Soul that is going to a bot- 
tomleſs Pit? . | 
What a ſad Viſitation is that, here the 
black Horſe of Death goeth before, ang 
the red Horſe of Wrath ſolloweth after: 
Oh, how intolerable muſt it needs be, 
here one Death comes upon the Neck of 
another! "uh 
A Man's Condition in this Life may be 
Honourable, and his State, as to another 
Life, may be Damnable : tis better tage 
with poor Laxarus to Heaven, taste 80 


. 
* 
3 


e 
© 


with rich Dives to Hell: Therefore let ns 


irive to go to Heaven by Contemplation, 
that we may avoid going to Hell by Con- 
demnation, | 
Confider further, and add Extremity to 
Eternity, and thea think of Hell, (as it 
truly is) Hell indeed; for if the Ague of 
a Year, or the Cholick of a Month, or the 


Rack of a Day, or the Burning of an Hour, 
Jer the Minute's Twitch of a Teoth, he . 


unſufferable here, what is Milionsof Thou 


lands of Years, nay, Eternity of unſpeakable 
torments' in Hell? and inſtead of being 


| G abated... 
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abated, continually aggravated by Infernal 
Fiends, whoſe Society alone would be hi- 
deouſly frightful and amazing? . 


os 
I 


Now, what Heart would not bleed to 


ſee Men run headiong into theſe Tortures 
that are thus endleſs and intolerable ? Oh 
that it were allowed to the reſolute and 
deſperate Ruffians of theſe our Days; that 
Swear and Curſe, Drink and Blaſpheme, 
Rob and Kill, to have but a Sight of this 
Hell, how would it charm their Mouths, 
moderate their Spirits, and aſtoniſh their 
Hearts; nay, it. they could have but the 
leaſt Glimpſe thereof, they wonld rather 
chuſe to be pined to Death ten thoaſand 
times over, than wilfolly commit one Sin 
that would ſend them thither. 
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- W. Of Heaven, 


es HE fourth neceſſary Thing, 1s, to 
8 meditate on Heaven, which is moſt 
joy 


|, Matth. 25. 30. Come, ye bleſſed, 
at | inherit the Kingdom prepared for yon. Oh,; 
who can reveal the Glories of Heaven, 
or what Tongue can expreſs the ever- 
laſting Pleaſures that's there? There's 
no Care, nor Sorrow, nor Toil, nor La- 
bour; no Vexation to diſturb your Quiet; 
there's all Peace, never - ceaſing Peace; 
there's all the Divine Souls, as Angels, 
Saints, Prophets, Martyrs, Seraphims, 
and Cherubims, and all the ccleſtial 
Choir, breathe forth in their harmonious 
Voices, eternal Hallelujahs, and Songs 
of Praiſes to the All-glorions, Almigh- 
ty, and Everlaſting God , bleſſed for 
evermore: There every righteous Soul 
nat departs hence, goes and receives 
a white Robe, and an everlaſting Grown 
f Glory; and dwells in that Land of 
Feace, and drinks of the Rivers of Plea» 
ures ; and not for Time, but for Eternity; 
a Eternity, I ſay, that will never have 
n end; there they behold the Beauty of 
ie bleſſed God, feated upon the Throne 
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of divine Majeſty, with his dearly beloved 


Son, (our bleſſed Saviour) on his Right- 


hand, and admire the Gloriouſneſs thereof; 
there they themſelves out ſhine the Sun in 
Brightneſs; there they continually hear 
Sounds of harmonious Muſick; poſſeſſing 
continual Joy and endlcſs Comfort. There 
is Mirth without Sadneſs, Light without 
Darkneſs, Pleaſure without Pain, Life 
without Death, Reſt without Labour, Plen- 
ty without Poverty, and Gain without 
Loſs: Who would not but work for this 
Glory with the greateſt Diligence, and 
wait for it with the greateſt Patienoe? Oh 
what Glories are there in Glory ! Crowns 
of Glory, a Weight of Glory, a Kingdom 
of Glory, Here Chriſt puts his Grace up- 
on his Spouſe, but there he puts his Glory 


upon her: lu this Life the Believers have 


ſome good Things, but there-the beſt are 
reſerved for them. Heaven is not only a 
Poſſeſſion promiſed, but a Poſſeſſion pur- 
chaſea: When our Contemplations are 
in Heaven, then we enjoy a Heaven upon 
Earth. Do we delight in good Company! 
What Pleaſure then ſhall we enjoy in the 
Company of Saints and Angels, in whom 


there is nothing but Joy, Comfort, and 
Delight? Do we deſire Riches, Honour 


Beal 
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Beauty, Pleaſure, long Life, or whatever 
elſe can be named to be delectable? No 
Place ſo Glorious by Creation, nor ſo 
Beautiful with Delectation, ſo Rich in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, ſo Comfortable for Habitation, nor 
ſo Durable for Laſting. There are no E- 
ſtates but Inheritances, no Inheritances but 
Kingdoms, no Houſes but Palaces, no NG 
but Muſick, no Robes but Scepters, 
Garments but Robes, no Seats hut Tirdpes, 
no Coverings for Heads but Crowns, Rom, 
8.17. Tit. 3. 7. Heb. 9. 15. Mat. 2 31, 
34. 2 Tim, 4. 8. Gal. 4 7. A; 3. 9, 10. 
Mark 10. 23, 247 25. Rev, 7 | 

There we ſhall ſee the Vietſed Face of 
God, who is the Glory of all Sights, and 


the Sight of all Glory; yea, our ſelves ſhall "il 


22 ſnine the Sun in brightneſs, Matth. 1 3. 


"ik ſhort, our Joy there ſhall be full, and 
none ſhall be able to take it from us, or 
leſſen it; Solomon in all his Glory and Roy- 
alty, to this, was but as a Spark of Light 
in a Chimney to the Sun in the Firmament : 
Abſalom's Beauty to that is but Deformi- 
ty: Sampſon's Strength to that is but In- 
irmity : Metbhuſale m's Age to theirs, is hut 
Minority; yea, how little, chow nothing 
are the FRoOr and temporary Enjoyments of 
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this Life, in compariſon to thoſe we ſhall 
enjoy in the next, 1 Cor. 2.9. Nay, Para- 
diſe, or the Garden of Eden, was but a 
Wilderneſs compared with this: and if 
the Gates be of Pearl, and the-Streets of 
Gold, what then are in the inner Rooms, 
the Prelence-chamber of the great Mo- 
narch of Heaven and Earth? what then 
may we think of the Maker and Builder 
thereof, who there will be all in all unto 
us, as Meat to our Taſte, Beauty to our 


Eyes, Perfumes to our Smell, Muſick to our 
Ears; and what ſhall 1 ſay more, but as 


the Hſalmi ſt ſaith, Glorious Things are fpoken 
of thee thou City of Go, Pral. 87. 8. Rev. 3. 
2,3. and 21. 10. to the end. That which 
makes Heaven ſo full of Joy is, it is above 
all Fear; and that which makes Hell ſo full 
of Horror is that it is below all Hope. 
The Veſſels of Grace ſhall ſwim in the O- 
cean of. Slory. Here all the Earth is no- 
thing for one Man, but there one Heaven 
is enough for all Men. 

Therefore, Sirs, Live ſo that the Word 
which hath brought Salvation to your 
Souls, may bring your Souls to Salvation. 
We mult firſt ſhine in Grace, before we 
can ſhine in Glory. | 


Be 


the Four La#t Things. 
Be willing to want what God is not wit- 


ling to give. Man is ſuch a Debtor- to 


God, that he can never pay his Due to 
God : we are ſo far from pay ing the utmoſt 


Farthing, that at the moſt we have not a 


Farthing to pay; there is no Man but hath 


received more Good than he deſerveth, and 


none more Evil, and therefore ſhould be 


contented, tho he enjoy but little Good, 


and not diſcontented, tho? heſuffer much j 
Evil, 1 Tim. 6.8, A Chriſtian is to ſub- 1 
mit to the Will of God's diſpoſing, as welt! 
as to the Will of God's * A 
gracious Heart ſhould never be out-of 
Heart; if God be not willing to give thee 
Riches, O then be willing to want Riches: 
If God be not willing to give thee Health, 

O then be thou willing to Want it. | 

O Chriſtian, ſubmit thy Will to God's - 
Will; that Soul ſhall have his Will of 
God, whodeſires nothing bat God's Will: 
Do you but take-care of that which be- 
longs to God, and God will take care of 
all that belongs to you. 

Now let us conſider a little, what fig- 
nifies theſe ſilly fooliſh Pleaſures here to 
thoſe that are in Heaven ; theſe Pleaſures 
which are but momentary, to thoſe that 
are eternal: What if we ſuifer a little Sor- 
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rom here, for thirty or forty Years, which 
s but a {mall while, to enjoy an Eternity 
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in Happineſs hereafter; is it not better 
than to partake of the Pleaſures of this 
World, and to have our fill of our beaſt» 
ly Delights, and to be damned in Hell for 
ever after? 
Oh conſider how much of your precious 
Time is waſted and ſpent, and how little 
ot, your great Work is done; hath not 
your Reſt ſtolen away half your Time, 
and. zour Luſt the other? [Your Work is 
great, and your Time is ſnort; you have 
g God, to honour, a Chriſt to believe in, 
a Soul, to ſave, a Race to run, a Crown to 
15 5 Hell, to gſcape, and a Heaven to 
make ſure of; von have many Temptations 
to Withſtand, and many Afflictions to bear, 
many Mercies to improve, and many Du- 
tics to perform: Therefore, © Chriſtian, 


' Redeem; the Tame, becauſe the Days are 


Exil,- Ehe. s. 15. O that every Step yur 
e take, might be towards Heaven; 
and that you would make ſure of God to 
Day. becauſe to Morrow you ate not ſure 
of your ſelwes: Therefore, for the Lord's 
fake. Improve your Time; and, for your 
{ek eke „ Redeem your Time. The 

Ayer will not loſe his Term, the Water- 
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man will not loſe his Tide, the Trades- 
man will not loſe his Exchange-time, the 
Husband-man will not loſe his Seaſon, and 
will you loſe your Seaſon ? If yon loſe your 
Seaſon, you loſe your precious Soul. There 
is but one Heaven, and if yon miſs of that, 
you will certainly take up your Lodging 
in Hell. x 


I muſt ſum up all with theſe Exhorta- 
tions: Let me beſeech you, who are young 
Men and young Women, to Remember 
your Creator in the Days of your Youth ; 
that is, to ſerve God, to love God, to ho- 
nour God, and fo obey God in your youths 
ful Days; for the Flower of Life is of 
Chriſt's ſetting, therefore let it not be of 
the Devil's plucking. Oh, young People, 
if you be now ſick of the ill. not, in old 
Age you will die (perhaps) of the Cannot; 
i Sechs ed Day will be too ſoon for thy 
Repentance, thy to Morrow will be too late 
for his Acceptance: let nothing be done 
in this World that cannot be anſwer'd in 
another; nor nothing undone which ma 


be neceſſary in another. He that departs 1 
this World in Faith ſhall be ſaved, but he 


that departs from the Faith ſhall be dam- 
ned: Therefore I ſay to you all, both Old 
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and Young, with St. Paul, 1 Cor. 18. 58. 
Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the Works of the Lord, for as much as you 


know that your Works are not in vain in the 
Lord. 


* 
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Divine Conſiderations: |} 
Being an Additional 1 


DISCOURSEY 


| ON THE F 
Four Laſt THINOGS. 1 


CONSIDERATioN I. 


Of the Short neff of Man's Life, the Ces 1 
tainty of Death, and Uncertainty of 
ts Coming. | 1 


IT H Y-ſhould we mind the Plea- | | 
(fures of this World, ſo as nor | 
to think upon thoſe that are E. 


ternal in the higheſt Heavens? And vhy 
hould we fo earneſtly ſeek after em, When 
we know they are but momentary, and of 
no gontiguance ; and beſides, the beſt of 
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'em all being attended with Sorrow and 
Vexation: they paſs away as our Lives 
paſſes, and endures no longer. Which, alas 

is but a ſhort Time: For, as fays Mr. Fran- 

cis Quarles that Divine Poet, 


Our Life's the Model of a Winter's Day, 
On Soul's the Sun, whaſe faint and feeble Ray 
Gave our Barth light ; a Light but weak at" 
DL /trongeFF * 
But low at highe#;, very ſhort at E . ; 
The childiſh Fears that from our Eyes do paß, 
Is like the Dew that pearls the Morning Gra 
When as our Sun is but an Hour high, 
We go to School to learn, are whipp'd and cry: 
em uf ad donn, we make a Spoil — 
Of precious Time, and ſport in our own Toit. 
Our Bed" s'the quiet Grave, wherein we lay 
dend Bodies tired with the Day, 
= The early Trumpet, like the Morning Bel . : 
| - 64914 well, 
Calls to Account : Where they that have learn d 
Shall find Reward ;, and ſuch as have miſpent 
Their Time, ſhall rtap an carned Puniſhment © 
No wonder then to ſee the Sluggard's Eyes 
Soloath to go to Bed, Jo loath to riſe. 


00 be, Chriſtian Soul, whoever thou 
ach, conkderapbs..Shortuels of thy Life 
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and how uncertain Death i is; he may come 
this Hour before the next. Thou art not 


ſure when thou goeſt to Bed at Night, to 
take thy Reſt, whether thou ſhalt ever a- 
wake again, though never ſo well; and if 
ſo be thou awake in the Morning, whether 
thou ſhalt live ti Night. For Death is 
the great Meſſenger of Mortality; and his 
Coming is certain, but when, is uncertain : 
there is no reſiſting of his mig ohty Power 
when he comes. He ſweeps all before him, 
let em be Kings, Princes, Nobles, or Beg- 
Ars, Old or Voung, it's all one to him z 
or when their Glaſs is run, they muſt ſtay 
no longer here, but change this Life for à 
better, or a worſe, according as they have 
ſpent their Fime here; whether in doing 
Goo or doing Evil. 

Therefore, Chriſtian expeck Death, the 
not wiſh for it; let h laſt Hour find thee 
rather willing to go, than contented" to 
tarry: Put not off Amendment till another 
Day; for thou art not ſure to ſee an End 
of this: Provide that thy Death- bed may 
rather find thee fitted for God, than fit thee. 
And ſo order thy Eſtate and thy Soul, in 
thy Health, that when Death comes, thou 
maiſt have nothing to do, but die. 
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Therefore whoever thou art, let not th 
Thoughts be, how thou ſhalt live here, but 
how thou ſhalt live hereafter : mind not 
the Pleaſures of this World, which is but 
momentary; but mind the Pleaſures of 
that World, which 1s eternal. Be content 
in whatſoever Station you are in, whether 


& Rich, or never ſo Poor, and never repine: 


but pray to God for his Grace (without 
which you can do nothing,) that you may 
endure all Hard ſhips and Croſſes here, with 
Patience and Comfort: And, that you 
may do all the good that in you lies, to 


the Advancement of his Glory, and your 


eternal Welfare. 


O thou moſt glorious, and eternal King, 
To whom the Angels their loud Anthems ſing 
Continually, to thy eternal Praiſe, * 

So teach us here to number: out our Daies ;, 


That me our Hearts to Wiſdom may apply., : 


And when Death comes, not be afraid to die, 
But dwell with thee in Bufi eternally. | 


Having treated thus much upon Death, 
I ſhall now come to the next Conſideration, 
which is the Day ef Judgment For after 
Death comes. judgment. 


Gier ! Coe 
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CoNnsSIiDERAT, II. | 
On the Day of Judgment. 1 


| 9 
H! the dreadful Day of judgment! 
the great and terrible Day of the 
Lord-! in the which every one muſt render 
an Account of all the hard Speeches, evil 
Thoughts, and every evil Action that 
they have ungodly committed, For, "The 
Lord ſhall come with ten thouſand of bis Saints "i 
to execute Fudgment upon all, Jude 1. 14,15; M8 
© then ſhall the Sinner, and the Righteous, ⁵⁶ 
when the Trumpet ſhall ſound, ariſe out of 
their Graves, from their fleeping in theDuſt, 8 

to appear before the great Tribunal of 

God, and anſwer for themſelves, before the 
Lord Jeſus, the only begotten Son of God, ⁶ 
who ſhall then ſit on the glorious Throne of 


: Juſtice, to judge both the Quick and be 


. 


Dead. Then ſhall the Righteous and the 
Wicked be ſeparated one from the other, ⁵⁶ 
as the Shepherd doth his Sheep from the 

th, | Goats: the Godly being ſet as Sheep on ü 
on, | the Right-hand, and the Ungodly as Goats 1 
ter on the Left: Then ſhall the Sinner treq- # 
I die and ſhake for Fear his Conſci2nce tel- ll 
ling him he has ſo offended the Divine | ö 
wt Good- i 


o 
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* Goodneſs, that he can expect no Mercy; 


© every one accordinig to their Deeds, and 
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for when he might haye had it, he would 
not; that is, when he was living here, and 
might have forſaken all his Sins, and have aft 
crav'd Mercy and Forgiveneſs of God, by 
an unfeigbed Repentance, and have ob» bei 
tained free Pardon, but now he would, it In! 
Wil not be allowed him; and therefore he 
Mut ſtand condemned to all Eternity, t6 
ell in Hell's Flames for everraore:” For 
he is before th just God, no wil judge 


bas black and hainous Sins caſt before him, 
then mall that dreadful Sentance be pro- 
nounced, Go ye Gy th iatb everlaſting Harn. 
„ proparea” for the” Devils and bis As gebr. 
& terrible, and dreadful! Into everlaſting 
Bur nings never to haye an End! Oh ter- 
rible indeed! But with the Righteons it 
i fare far better; for they, for their 
ſpending their Tiche ſö well here, ſhalt Be 
well rewrarded: For their Sentance mall 
be Com, ye Bleſſed of "my Father, receive the 
Nin gdm prepared for you, from the beg inning 
of theWorta,” Oh this is a comfortable Sen- 
tance indeed; A molt fiveet, comfortable 
ene Expretion. * © 2 
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Oh! Chriſtian, ſeriouſly conſider this, 
and-repent of your Sins betimes, before it 
be. too late; for there is no Repentance 
after Death ; and after Death comes Judg- 
ment: Therefore let your daily Practice 
be in Piety; doing good to thoſe that ſhand 
in need of your help, as far as your Cit- 
cumſtances will let you, being Charitable 
and Compaſſionate, ever ſtriving. againſt 
the Temptations of the Devil, fnghting 
the fooliſh Pleaſures ef this World. ac 
counting them, as they are, Vaiitty, and 
minding thoſe that are Eternal: For the 
gaining of which, and the being one of 
thoſe Souls that dwell in thoſe Manſions of 
Bliſs and Happineſs, you muſt Nd and 
keep" Bo r . 


I | 


Chriſtian, ifter Wee be re- 
* this EJaculation : | i 
> 076 > C | 
Rear King of Glory, £6 art Jeſt 
AF mc! 2 of Clouds, in Fobrs of Fire, | 
Aake Evil hateful to my Breast, 5 1 , 
then ſhal I love thee mot * 
Then ſhall my Boſom reap that Licks, 
Which thbn hat "ſown for the Upright. 


1 
1 
Having 4 


Jo. Divine C — ” 


Having repeated the \foreu Hjacula- i - 
tion, lay, 0 


lard; * eiue me all thoſe Sins, that - 
Hove offended ag ain t thy Ma jef 
For how ſhall I appear in 757 gmen, 9 | 
= Thou ſhalt come forth to judge the Sons of Men, 
= Except, O Lord, thou ton ome Pity take 
| Upon thy Scrum, (for thy dear Sous ſale ) 


And graw me Grace, that my Lift may mend, 
That when Death comes, I _ . — End ; 
Hnd after Death I then may dock with thee, 
In Bliſ immortal, to Et 
And not ie url d into that FA Lake 
Which males me tremble, and my Bones eo quake, 
To think upon thoſe Torments which they muFt 
CT certain) bear, for their not being Tut. 70 
| ; 118 
Now. having pal#4 over my ſecond Con - and 
ſideration, I proceed to the third, vix. 11 
Os b 
ver 
for 
will 
hol: 
C © N-{f edn 
| his 
our, 
; glo1 


a- | . coxs IDEA T. III. 
Of Heaven, and the Pleaſares thereof. 
* 


Al Who can reveal the Glories of 
Heaven, or what Tongue can ex- 

, | preſs the everlaſting Pleaſures that's there: 
There is no Care, no Sorrow, no Toil, no 


Labour, no Vexation to diſturb your Quiet: 


; there is all peace, nevef*ceaſing Peace; there 
. is all the Divine Souls, as Angels, Saints, 
Prophets, Martyrs, Seraphims and Che- 
rubims; and all the cceleſtial-Quire, break 


Hallelujahs, and Songs of Praiſe, to the 
all-glorious, almighty, and ever-living 
God, bleſſed for evermore. There every 
righteous Soul, that departs hence, goes 
2. | and receives a white obe, and ag.ever- 
laſting Crown of Glory; and dwells in 
that Land of Peace, and drinks of the Ri- 
vers of Pleaſures; and not for Time, but 
for an Eternity; an 8 I ſay, that 
will never have an end; there they be- 
hold the Beauty of the bleſſed God, ſeat- 
Ned upon a Throne of Divine Majeſty, with 
| his dearly-beloved Son, our bleſſed Savi⸗ 
our, on his Right-hand, and admire the 
gloriouſneſs thereof; there they themſelves 


out- | 
Pd = 


forth in their harmonious Voices, eternal 
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3 Divine Conſiderations 


out · nine the Syn in brightneſs; there they 
are continually hear ing the Sounds of har- 
monious Muſick; poſſeſſing continual Joy, 
and endleſs Comfort. There alſo they be- 
held the Works of. the almighty God, as 
the Foundations of the Heavens, te Glo- 
ries of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, in their 
greateſt Luſtre and Brightneſs, and all 
other wonderful Things (beyond the Art 
of Man to conceive or underſtand) to all 
rh 


= Now let us conſider a little, What ſig 
mines theſe fooliſh Pleaſures here, to thoſe 

hat are in Heaven? theſe Pleaſüres, which 

& are but Momentary, to thoſe that areEter- 

nl! What if we ſuffer a little Sorrow 

| 

| 


here, for thirty or forty Years, which is 
but a {mall while, ta enjoy an Eternity in 
Happineſs hereafte® 15 it not better than 
0 partake of the Pleaſures of this World, 
ad to have our fill of our beaſtly De- 
= lights, and to be damn'd in Hell for't for 
= ever after? 2 


Co- 
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CoNSsIlO ERA T. IV. 


Of Hell, and the Torments thereof 10 40 
Eternity. 


H fearful, terrible, and amazing! a 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, which 
continues burning to all Eternity, and 


where the Wicked are jorc'd-to:take up "ll 


their abode.” There's no Eaſe, no Coms 
fort, no Plcaſure to be found, put conti- 
nual Torments, which laſt net only for a 
while, but to all Eternity: There they 


never ſee Light, nor have the leaſt fight 
+ of. Joy, but lye in a perpetual Prifon:of 


utter Darkneſs ; where ſhall. be no Or» 


der, but Horror; no Voice, but Howl 


ing and Blaſphemings; no Noiſe, but 
Screeching and Gnaſhing of Teeth; no 
Society, but the Devil and his Angels; 
who being tormented themſelves, hae 
no other Eaſe, but to wreak their Fury 
in tormenting them: There is Puniſh» 
ment without Pity, Miſery without any 
Mercy, Sorrow without Suecour, Cry 
ing without Comfort, Torment without 


Eaſe, There the Wrath of God dotly. | 


ſeize upon their Souls and Bodies, as the : 
Flame 


Is 
: 
- . 2 
q i F” == 
* 
1 
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Divine C onfiderations. 2 
Flame of Fire does on the Lump of Pitch, 


or Brimſtone, Dan. 7. 10. In which Flame 


they ſhall ever be burning, and never con- 
ſumed; ever dying, and never dead; ever 
roaring in the Pangs of Death, and never 
rid of thoſe Pangs, nor expecting end 
of their Papgs : ſo that after they have 
endured thoſe grievous Torments ſo ma- 


athouſand Years, as there is Blades of 
on the Earthp or Sands in the Sea, 


are never the nearer the end of their 


EZTorments, than they were the firſt Day of 
= their going in; nay, ſo far are their Tor- 


ments from ending, that they are ever be- 


[ = ginning : Such is the diſmal Eſtate of the 


Wicked. 
All Words come ſhort expreſs the Pains of theſe 


= That rage in Hell, enwrapt in endlef Woes, 


Cemption; 
Where Time bas no end, and Plagues find no ex- 
[tions 
Where Cries admit no help, nor Place redemp- 
Where wretched Souls ts Tortures bound ſhall be, 
gerung a World of Tears, and not be free: 
| [.Cr1es, 
Ther nothing heard but Tells, and ſudden 
Woere Fare never ſlacks, nr Worm ert dies. 


And 
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© | 5 
me | And now, having deſcribed to;you in 
MN - ke foregoing Conliderations, the Gertain- 
er [ty of Death, and Uncertainty of its Com- 


er ling, with the Judgment-day, the Haþpi- 

nd Jneſs of the Righteous in Heaven andthe 

ve [miſerable State of the Wicked ,, 
la- hall conclude with thefe following Ejaets 
lations; iN 


I. 


Ord, curb my Tongue, and make me fee RY 
I, how few my Days, how jhort their lengths 
hrcune my Heart to truft in thee. "= 

remove thy Scourge, or give me Strengths 
I am a Pilgrim, hear my Cry, 


Aud ſend me ſome Comfort ere I dye. 


F 
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II. 


Lord, let the Sun- ſhine of thy Face, 

ſo clear my Eyes, ſo cleanſe my Heari\ 
That being ſeaſon'd with thy Grace; 

wy Soul may taste how [weet thou art 
O let thy Mercy male me juſt, | 
And then my Heart ſhall fear and tru#Fi\.. 


C0 


Ld 


3 


Ld; let the Morning of my.Grief, 
05 art the God of my Relief, 


cre not, Lord, how poor I be, 


36 iu er tion 
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7 4 * III. 


Bret „y Ftept, Lord, be my Vi ay, 
and make thy Paths my kate Delight, 
Thet [its Traveller, I may 
ao rent with thee at Night : 
bow beppy, and hom legt, 
( * * ſhould I be in ſuch 4 Reft. 


IV. 


22 out 4 Night of laſting; Pleaſe: 
w Poverty thou art my Trea/w e. 


Un: '0 the World, if rich to thee, 


